
INDEPENDENT 


INSIDE TODAY’S SECTION TWO 


When should a child 
be used as a donor? 

Health: the parents’ dilemma 


TUESDAY 14 MAY 1996 40p or 45p> 


Highfastaon, 
low prices 

Designer label discount stores hit Britah 





Tell Sid: the I Teachers wrangle as boy is barred from class 


shareholder 



dream 


L Fears for rail and nuclear sell-offs 
“as regulator’s curbs hit gas shares 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Deputy Business and City 
Editor 

A fresh shadow was cast over 
the sell-offs of the rail and nu- 
industries last night after 
Gas accused its regula- 
' \nymg out a “smash and 
" that would rob its 1.7 
~-Ul shareholders of 
unprecedented 

came as the gas 
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/■mnent- is begimiingthe 
r *cdowntotbe£2ifonsakof 
fsb Energy in July. 
i knight Labour sazedcaxtbe 
/mg of the Olgas anaounce- 
J.v .1 claiming that it' had been 
Idd back by a week so as not to 
Ascourage private investors from 
muying shares in Railtrack. 

■ m Brian Wilson, the party’s 
transport spokesman, said: 
“This is a warning of whal reg- 
ulatory intervention can do to 
benefit the consumer rather 
than the shareholder. Ministers 
would not want such a message 
to emerge at the most sensitive 
moment in the Railtrack sefl- 
off” Ofgas denied, however, 
that there was anything sinister 
about the delay, saying thar ir 
had been caused by a hold-up 
at the printers. 

Mr Wilson said that it ap- 
peared the Government had 
been fearful of the British Gas 
upheaval influencing investors 


as they prepared to send of their 
cheques for Railtrack in the last 
week. 

By last Friday about 200,000 
small investors had applied for 
Railtrack shares with a last- 
minute rush expected in the fi- 
nal few days before applications 
close. 

The huge gulf between 
British Gas and its regulator 
means that dispute is almost cer- 
tain to be sent off to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers 
Commission for an inquiry last- 
ing at least sir months. 

This could cast doubt over 
the planned demerger of British ' 
Gas into two separately quot- 
ed companies - TtansCo In- 
ternational and British Gas 
Energy - and the introduction 
of full competition for 19 mil- 
lion domestic gas consumers in 
1998. 

Mr Rogerson said an MMC 
referral was “highly probable” 
as it could not accept Ofeas’s 
proposal as they stood. ‘’Tfirn- 
lflemented,thepK^x)s^wc^ 
represent thdTsefeure of share- 
holders' income on an un- 
precedented scale .and would 
undermine confidence in the 
whole regulatory system," said 
British Gas. 

The company estimated that 
the new formula for capping 
ThmsCo’s charges for five years 
from next April could reduce 
revenues by some £65 0m to 
£850m a year from next April 
and force it to reduce TransCo’s 
21LOOO workforce by vp to a half. 

But Ms Spottiswoode dis- 
missed British Gas’s claims say- 
ing the new price controls could 
be met by a 4 per cent produc- 
tivity gam ayear and puttmg the 
potential number of job losses 
at nearer 5 per cent or the work- 
force or 1,000. “The proposed 
targets are challenging but in 
our view achievable,” she 
added. "They represent a fair 
balance between the interests of 
customers and the interests of 
shareholders.” 



Time out: Graham Oram waiting with his father, Peter, in the entrance lobby of Hebbum school yester day as teachers, local authority officials and 
governors discussed whether he should be allowed to rejoin classes. Below: Headteacher Madeline Watson arriving at the school with a police escort 


JUDITH JUDD and 
FRAN ABRAMS 

Strike action by teachers over 
a disruptive boy at a Smith Ty- 
neside school was temporarily 
avertedyesterdaywhen leaders 
of the National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Tbachers, local au- 
thority officials and school gov- 
ernors agreed that a 12-year-old 
pupil should continue to stay out 
of classes. Instead he is to re- 
ceive one-to-one teaching at the 
schooL 

However other teachers’ 
unions suggested that the dis- 
pute over Graham Gram had 
more to do with a membership 
battle than with the education- 
al needs of the other children 
at Hebbum school. 

South TVneside council said 
the agreement was an interim 
one until the school's governors 
met to decide h is future. 

Union leaders said they 
would ballot their members on 
strike action again as a pre- 
cautionary measure. The time 
limit for action under the pre- 
vious strike ballot has expired. 

Teachers have threatened to 



go on strike if they have to teach 
Graham. He was excluded last 
July after he allegedly assault- 
ed a teacher but this was over- 
turned when his parents went to 
an appeals paneL 

Graham spent yesterday at 
school for the first time in 10 
months. He was taught both 
alone and with several other 
pupils by supply teachers, the 
headteacher, Madelaine Wat- 
son, and the deputy head. How- 
ever, he joined the rest of the 
school for lunch and at playtime. 

Nigel de Grucby, general 


secretary of the NASUWT said: 
“We have struck a blow for the 
maintenance of good order and 
defending teachers against 
violence in schools.” 

Last month, the union forced 
the parents of Richard Wilding, 
another disruptive boy, to back 
down and agree that their son 
should be taken out of normal 
classes. 

But yesterday other teachers’ 
unions suggested that the 
NASUWTs high profile anti- 
violence campaign was part of 
a membership drive. "Why 


threaten to disrupt the educa- 
tion of every other child in the 
school when all you have to do 
is to refuse to teach that child? 
The union is trying to show its 
macho image,” said one union 
source who did not want to be 
named 

A spokesman for the Asso- 
ciation of Teachers and Lec- 
turers said its own push for new 
subscriptions was more straight- 
forward - it has just launched 
a site on the Internet. 

Mr de Gnichy said that there 
had been disciplinary problems 
with Graham since he was at 
primary school. Last July, he 
added, Graham was leaving as- 
sembly when he fell over. He al- 
legedly kicked and punched a 
teacher who. fearing he might 
be trampled, tried to rescue him. 

Eamonn O’Kane, of the 
NASUWT said the two inci- 


dents had arisen because par- 
ents had been determined to 
press their cases: “It is not a de- 
vious plan,” he said. 

David Lamb, the Gram fam- 
ily’s solicitor, said the family 
were glad Graham fcas now able 
to take up a foil timetable again 
though they wanted him to go 
back into lessons eventually. 

“His needs are presently be- 
ing met and that is great news, 
though it ought not to contin- 
ue indefinitely," he said. 

■ Barents and relatives have as- 
saulted teachers in nearly one 
school in seven, according to a 
survey of 2,000 schools pub- 
lished yesterday. 

In one in five schools, parents 
and older brothers or older 
pupils from neighbouring 
schools have attacked pupils. In 
one in 10 schools intruders 
have assaulted staff. 


fsive smoking ‘does not cause cancer’ 


J g does not cause 
group of scien- 
1 yesterday after 
the epidemio- 
vhich have been 
dwide. 

t, which contra - 
■ \ous findings, was im- 
a Hacked by 
^g campaigners and 
unities who described 
palling” and noted it 
i funded by three big 
companies. 


Passive smoking has been a 
fiercely contested issue in recent 
years. In 1992 the US Envi- 
ronment Protection Agency 
classed Environmental Tobac- 
co Smoke as a class-A carcino- 
gen, estimating it caused 3,000 
deaths a year. Many public 
areas, such as restaurants, aero- 
planes and railways, have 
banned smoking. 

Although no case linking 
passive smoking and lung can- 
cer has been won in Britain, last 
year Beryl Roe and Veronica 
Bland, employed by Stockport 


Council, won £25,000 and 
£15,000 for bronchial illnesses 
caused by passive smoking. 

The European Working 
Group on Environmental Tb- 
hacco Smoke and Lang Cancer, 

studies on ET^ and cancer 
published to d ate and measured 
exposure to ETS. They did not 
look at links to diseases such as 
bronchitis and emphysema. 

They concluded thar the rel- 
ative risk of these who lived with 
a smaker contracting the disease 
was “statistically insignificant”. 


Professor Jeffrey Idle, chair- 
man of the European Working 
Group, said when the group 
evaluated the spousal studies 
[mostly among non-smoking 
women living with men who 
smoke] the group concluded 
there was a relative risk of 
1.01, where 1.0 means a zero 
increase in risk, hi studies on 
workplace smoking, the group 
put the relative risk at 1.04. 

“Relative risks of 1.01 and 
1.04 are virtually meaningless 
in scientific terms,” Professor 
Idle said. 


Dr Richard Springall, an in- 
dependent consultant in statis- 
tics, said past studies failed to 
account for biases in the data. 

The group was commissioned 
by three tobacco companies, 
Philip Morris Europe SA, 
British-American Tbbacco Lim- 
ited and Rothmans Interna- 
tional. Professor Idle said the 
scientists had conducted the 
study on condition their work 
remained free of interference. 

“It is the judgement of the 
Working Group that environ- 
mental tobacco smoke is not a 


primary lung carcinogen,” said 
Professor Idle, who is a smoker. 

But Richard Feto, Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund profes- 
sor of medical statistics said: 
“Cigarette smoke is such a po- 
tent cause of human cancer that 
it cannot be argued that passive 
smoking is harmless.” 

A spokeswoman for ASH 
(Action on Smoking and 
Health) said the report was 
“appalling”. “This study is fund- 
ed by the tobacco industry and 
therefore we're not surprised by 
these findings.” 


Secrets revealed of canines on the couch 


b little too late 


Government was accused of 

jtng “too little too late” to re- 
form Britain’s children's homes 
yesterday, as plans emerged erf a 
campaign to give them a more 
positive image. 5 

Today's weather 

Mainly dry and cloudy with 
some sun. Sect km Two, page 25 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

The innermost secrets of man|s 
best friend are laid bare this 
\veek by research resembling the 
veterinary equivalent. of the 
psychiatrist’s couch. 

In one of the most compre- 
hensive assessments of canine 
character ever undertaken, vets 
were asked by researchers at 
Southampton University's An- 
thropology Institute to judge 
the behavioural traits of the49 

most popular breeds m Britain. 


hounds and English pointers 
emerge as the most placid- ex- 
hibiting 


activity and low hranaturiw”. At 
the other end of the scale is a 
group of notorious little snap- 
pers which show “high aggres- 
svity and immaturity,” including 
Jade Russells, corgis, cocker 
spaniels and border collies. 

The researches- whose find- 
ings arc published in Veterinary 
Record - questioned 112 vets 

Respt^^^were asked to 
rank the breeds on die basis of 
13 characteristics, minding their 
degree of excitability, propensi- 

m nlaufiibiMi IsvtnPCC 


submissiveness, and demands 
for affection. It was found that 
thebreedscouWbe dwHed into 


eight groups on the basis of three 
factors - aggressivity (territori- 
ality, attitude to other dogs etc) 
reactivity (excitability, snapping 
at children, excessive barking) 
and immaturity (playfulness, 
destructiveness etc). 

The same differences be- 
tween the sexes emerged across 
all the breeds, with females rat- 
ed as easier to train and desir- 
ing more affection than males. 

‘Tin loathe to say any breed 
of dog is ideal” said Urn. insti- 
tute’s director, Dr John Brad- 
chsnir “rinft w.Rfm's twrinn 


dog is another’s perfect i 
Good family dogs like the 
en retriever which were : 


donate and low in aggression 
also tended to be highly jmma- 
ture - with a tendency to whine, 
bark and destroy things if left 
at home, alone. “Border collies 
have very high reactivity because 
they were bred to work hard,” 
he said. “It’s not surprisingyou 
find large numbers turning up 
mbehawourdinics-they’renot 
suited for a very urban life.” 
Dr Bradshaw said that while 
there were 1% differences be- 
tween breeds, owners’ behav- 
iour was just as important in 

detennminp a rtno’c chaparter 


You can easily turn agolden re- 
triever into a very nasty dog.” 
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When one’s crowning glory becomes a defoliating dome 


<♦ 


Sitting up in the Gods while 
MPs struggle far below gives 
many of us in the press gallery 
a false sense of our own supe- 
riority. When the action flag?, 
our critical attention turns to 
what they’re wearing, who's 
asleep ana -in my case yester- 
day - their hair-dos. 

Not that this is by any means 
a waste of time. Professors of 
dermatology and the scions of 
hairdressing chains would do 
well to flock to the public gallery 
and gaze down upon the many 
strategies adopted by male 
members for dealing with the 
ravages wrought by time. They 
might learn something. 

True, some brave MPs adopt 



DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


no strategy at all, their bare 
patches growing at random, 
like holes in a neglected lawn. 
They thus declare their un- 
woridhness and lack of vanity to 
those who watch them. Many 
are intellectuals. 

Others do little more than al- 
ter their partings, combing 


longer strands over the worst- 
affected areas. But, as the years 
pass, these partings - a bit like 
sections of the East Anglian 
coast - slip gradually further 
down the side of the head, to 
eventual destruction. 

For the more self-aware 
members this seems an ap- 
palling fate. So some of them - 
the trendy realists - adopt what 
might be termed “designer 
baldness*’. They have their re- 
maining hair cut incredibly 
short, so that they may be seen 
as authors of their own destinies, 
rather than just helpless hor- 
monal victims. Such chaps are 
almost invariably New Labour. 

Then there are the radical 


traditionalists, one of whom is 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
himseff Michael Heseltine. No, 
I'm not joking. If you sit just 
above him, with the sun stream- 
ing down from the skylights, 
supplemented by the electric 
buJbs in the chamber, you see 
wbai he has done. The famous 
mane is swept from the front 
and sides, and shaped into a 

paint at the back -carefully cov- 
ering a defoliating crown. 

Finally - and most extreme 
of all- there is Michael Fabri- 
cant, whose head is covered by 
a material thicker (but rather 
less hair-like) than the -uphol- 
stery of the Commons’ bench- 
es. In Deputy Prime Minister’s 


question time yesterday after- 
noon, the trainee took on the 
folhcularty challenged. John 
Prescott and his team might al- 
most have been chosen for the 
vigour of their kera tenons out- 
put He and his merry band (Pe- 
ter Maadelson and Derek 
Foster) all have hairlines that 
begin just above the eyes. - 
• The thinnin g Hezza, by con- 
trast,- is assisted by the profes- 
sorial, young David Willetts, 
who has simply not noticed - 
while contemplating the future 
of Conservatism- that his head 

has been getting cold. 

As usual the session was 
completely without rancour, 
Hezza and Prezza swapping a 


series of jokes and smites which 
even Buzz-saw Arnold, (hir- 
sute) faded to disrupt. 

by DennM MacSbane < '(New 
Labour, des. bald). In the space 
of 20 minutes Mr MacSnane 
asked two questions and raised 
one point of order. The MP for 
Rotherham has not heard die 
old advice' that nobody likes a 
smartazse, so he always speaks 
in tones of mingled pity and 
coadescenskm.^ This fine, as the 
tempo of bis performance (I for- 
get about what)-picked up, so 
the dandyish red hankie in the 
breast pocket of his expensive 
suit dislodged itself, making it 
look as though one of his col- 


leagues - irked beyond en- 
durance by his hir ox superior- 
ity - had finallAhot him. 

On my way o$t I overheard 
Michael f^rie&r^uphol- 
stexed) remind Jeremyw^ky I 
(hauy. Overseas Aid nrinisteft^ 

of the good work done by Sev- 
ern Hent Water in the Third 
Wbrid. 

The company - which re- 
cently advised its customers to 
conserve water by paving over 
their lawns - had, according to 
Mr Fabricant, “adopted 
Ethiop ia”. Was this, I won- 
dered, the apotheosis of Fhbri- 
cant - an open space the size of 
Europe entirety covered with an 
artificial substance? 


Fears rise of 
EU voting to 
keep ban on 
beef products 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Fears that Britain could lose 
tomorrow's crucial Brussels 
vote on easing the beef ban, 
intensified yesterday when 
France indicated that it may join 
Germany by rejecting any ear- 
ly change. 

The visit to London by 
Jacques Chirac, the French 
president, which begins today, 
will be dominated by the beef 
ban controversy. John Major is 
certain to press Mr Chirac to 
give a dear commitment to 
back Britain’s case, citing 
British support for French 
nuclear tests last year. 

Speaking to fails European 
counterparts in Brussels yes- 
terday Malcolm Rifirind, the 
Foreign secretary, made a pow- 
erful pica for support, explain- 
ing the far-reaching political 
consequences for Britain and 
for Brilish-EU relations if his 
counterpart did not back an eas- 
ing of the ban. People in the 
United Kingdom would find re- . 
jection of the measure “impos- 
sible to understand" he said. 

British officials made clear 
that the Government has con- 
sidered a programme of retal- 
iation, including disruption of 
European Union business, 
should Britain's European part- 
ners not make significant con- 
cessions on the ban. Mr Rifkind 
refused to comment on what the 
retaliatory measures might be. 

He said reports that Britain 
might leave an “empty chair" at 
EU meetings, and even at the 
forthcoming EU summit in Flo- 
rence, was “speculation”. British 
threats, however, appeared not 
to impress other EU foreign 
ministers yesterday in Brussels. 
Several doubted whether Britain 
would achieve the majority it 
needs in tomorrow's vote. 


Herve de Charette, the 
French Foreign Minister, re- 
fused to give any commitment 
of support for Britain, saying 
France's decision must await the 
view of scientific experts. British 
officials yesterday claimed that 
they were sure of support from 
France, only to be told that the 
Etysee was showing new hesi- 
tancy. Catherine Colonna, Mr 
Qiirac’s spokeswoman, warned 
in Paris last night against any 
“premature, over-hasty mea- 
sure which could prove counter- 
productive if it does not restore 
consumer confidence." 

The European Union's 
standing veterinary committee 
wilt deade tomorrow whether 
to lift the export ban on three 
beef products - gelatine, tallow 
and sperm -as proposed by the 
European Commission. 

Although the measure would 
only represent a small easing of 
the total ban. which is expect- 
ed to remain in place for sev- 
eral months, it would be 
characterised Ity the Govern- 
ment as a political victory and 
would be viewed as an oppor- 
tunity to defuse Euro-sceptics 
hysteria. Nobody in Brussels, 
however, believes tomorrow's 
decision, can be pre-judged. 

Germany and Austria have 
already made dear that they 
plan to oppose the easing of the 
ban on the grounds that Britain 
has not done enough to restore 
public confidence. But the votes 
of these two countries alone 
would not be enough to defeat 
the proposal, which must be 
agreki by a qualified majority 
of the member states. 

Sounding a warning about 
the consequences of rejection 
for British-EU relations. Mr 
Rifkind spoke yesterday of the 
“very strong frustration in the 
UK, which is fell throughout the 
country and the Government". 


IRA truce doubts 


DAVID MCKITTR1CK and 
KATHERINE BUTLER 

Sinn Fein yesterday emitted 
conflicting signals about the 
possibility of a renewed IRA 
ceasefire, though both republi- 
can and security sources pour 
cold water on ideas that another 
cessation may be imminent 

Security sources in particular 
said they were mystified by re- 
ports that a ceasefire was on the 
way. saying that their assess- 
ments pointed instead towards 
more IRA attacks in England. 

The IRA came under signif- 
icant public pressure from 
Washington and Dublin to call 
a ceasefire in order to allow a 
republican presence at the all- 


party talks which are due to start 
in Belfast on IQ June 10. But 
there is as yet no sign (hat such 
a move is in the air. Sinn Fein 
president, Gerry Adams, is- 
sued a statement saving there 
was little baas for the ceasefire 
speculation. 

But a more upbeat lone 
came in later statement by 
Mitchcl McLaughlin of Sinn 
Finn. He described as “signifi- 
cant” comments by the Secre- 
tary of State for Northern 
Ireland Secretary, Sir Patrick 
May hew, that the British and 
Irish governments wanted gen- 
uine all-party talks on an open 
agenda with nothing pre-or- 
dained, or ruled in or ruled out. 

Whither ceasefire, page 15 



Final journey: HMS Repulse drifting across the Clyde yesterday as the. submarine 
completed its last Polaris patrol after almost 30 years Photograph: Royal Navy 

Last voyage as Polaris ends 
30 years of secret patrols 


The haunting strains of “Auld 
Lang Syne" drifted across the 
Clyde as the Polaris nuclear era 
came to a distinguished end yes- 
terday. A watery sun filtered 
through the early-morning mist 
to cast an eerie glow on the 
black shape of HMS Repulse as 
the submarine completed the 
last Polaris patrol after almost 
30 years. 

Two pipers stood on the cas- 
ing of the 8,400-tonne boat to 
greet the first Sea Lord. Admiral 
Sir Jock Slater, at the end of the 
historic final patroL 

Controversy has dogged the 
fleet of four Polaris boats since 
they took over the role of car- 
rying Britain's nudear deterrent 
from the RAF amid great se- 
crecy in 1968. For 28 years 
they guaranteed Britain's na- 


tional security with continuous 
patrols in the North Atlantic 
with their arsenal of 16 strate- 
gic nuclear missiles. 

Despite the end of the Cold 
War, Russian submarines are 
still trying to track the Navy’s 
ballistic-missile submarines. 
Now responsibility for Britain’s 
nudear deterrent will fall on two 
new Trident submarines. 

The 16,000-ton Vanguard , 
which entered service in 1994 
and Victorious, which entered 
service last September, are more 
advanced than Polaris and car- 
ry the more potent D-5 missile 
with a 5,000-mile range. 

“There is a tremendous sense 
of occasion that after 28 years 
this is the very last time," said 
Commander David Phillips, 40, 
Repulse 's Commanding Officer. 


The demise of the Polaris 
fleet was sad for senior ser- 
viceman Philip Ulla thorn e, 47, 
from Selby, West Yorkshire, a 
veteran of 25 patrols. “It is the 
end of a hell of a good class of 
submarine which has done a 
fantastic job", he said. 

The nudear warheads will be 
unloaded and returned to the 
Atomic Weapons Establish- 
ment at Aldermastoo, Berk- 
shire, and the Polaris missiles 
will be broken up. 

Rqjulse wfll be tied up and left 
to rust quietly at Rosyth, Fife, 
until a better solution for dis- 
posal can be found. 

“It’s like losing an old 
friend," said Admiral Whet- 
stone. “ Repulse has served 
everyone who has commanded 
her very welL" 


Fundholders 

over 
Audit report 



JOHN RENTOUL and 
NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Harriet Harman, Labour's 
health spokeswoman, yester- 
day dashed With ftinrihnWmg 
GPs over a leaked Audit Com- 
mission report on fundholding 
which she d aimed vindicated 
her party’s attack on the Con- 
servatives’ flagship policy. 

She said the draft report, 
leaked in yesterday’s Indepen- 
dent , was “a devastating indict- 
ment of the centrepiece of the 
Tbries' NHS market reforms”. 

But Dr Rhidian Morris, 
chairman of the association of 
GP fundholders, leapt to the de- 
fence of the system, arguing that 
the findings on the effectiveness 
of the scheme were dated and 
that the report contains praise 
as well criticism of fundholders’ 
performance. 

The report, due to be pub- 
lished next week, finds that 
giving some GPS tire power to 
buy their own hospital services 
has delivered few benefits to pa- 
tients and foiled to provide val- 
ue for money. 

It says that “few Gft have the 
skills or motivation to manage 
large practices fully and com- 
petentty" and warns that much 
of the money saved by fund- 
holders faasheen.wasted rather 
than being ploughed bade into 
patient care. . j 

Dr Moms saidmost of the 
data in the report was 18 
months old. Figures from the as- 
sociation's own survey showed 
more than 80 percent of fund- 
holders were now reshaping 
services, cutting waiting times 
and reporting much improved 
relations with health authorities 
and improved services for pa- 
tients. “Rmdhokiing is an enor- 
mous success story," he raid. 
“No reform in the hfooxy of die 
health service has created so 
much change.” 

Many of the commission’s 
recommendations were wel- 
come, he said - including the 
need for improved manage- 
ment and training. “We think it 
is a fair report,” he added, ac- 
cusing criucs of quoting from it 



IN BRIEF 


selectively. “What it essential- 
’ shows is that some health au- 
trusts and fundholders 
axe 
ers. 

The Government introduced 
the scheme five years ago amid 
much controversy, p. . ’-*5 
criticism from Labour that u 
had created a two-tier Nation- 
al Health Service which 
allowed the patients of fund- 
holders to jump the queue for 
hospital surgery, ahead of the 
patients of other GPs. 

The findings of the 18-month 
inquiry were backed yesterday 
by Mary Selvadurai, a GP in 
Stevenage, who left the fund- 
holding scheme a year ago, af- 
ter being a member of a large 
fundholding practice for a** sar. 

“People were threw in 
computers and b 
they don’t need, 
had gone into the 
to ensure that her 
not disadvantaged,; 
been disgusted by th 
“I was asked to 
computer system at 
£40,000, when an 
would cost £3,000,” s 
was told that the moo' 1 
there, and if I didn't 
somebody else would b 
The Audit Commissi od| 
says: “Our conclusion firon 
study is that the NHS has l 
ty taken the first steps on a tat. 
journey of change. Fcndholde- 
achievements have mostly bet\ 
low level (though nonetheless 
important) and too few havri 
achieved as much as might bt. 
expected.” i 

Labour sources said they ^ 
feared political pressure would 
be brought to bear before the 
report is published next week. 


Murder witness 
on gun charges 

A murder inquiry witness 
appeared in court yesterday 
accused of threatening police 
with a shotgun. David WU- 
loway, 31, of Bettws, near Brid- 
gend, was seen on security 
video leaving a Maesteg pub 
V"*s^e!eq Martin, 18, and is 
the last khuwtfT^son 
seen her alive. 

Helen’s battered body was 
found four days later 60 miles 
way at Symonds Yat, Here- 
fordshire. waJoway told police 
he gave her a lift and dropped 
her off safety near her home. 

Yesterday he was remanded 
in custody until May 21 by 
Bridgend magistrates, accused 
of firearms offences. A team or 
detectives is continuing in- 
quiries into Helen's murder. 

CS spray dispute 

Police have broken their own 
guidelines in trials of CS spray, 
a civil liberties group claimed. 
Liberty demanded an immedi- 
ate end to the six-month trial of 
CS spray by 16 police forces. It 
claimed rules laid down by the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers had been ignored at least 
twice by officers responding to 
reports of disturbances. 

‘No’ to post strike 

Postal workers have rejected 
industrial action over franchis-^ 
mg of post offices. Communi- - * 
cation Workers Union mem- 
bers voted 2322 to 1,708 against 
striking, which was welcomed as 
• encouraging" by the Post Of- 
fice. The vote came as 140,000 
Royal Mail workers were bal- 
loted on industrial action in a 
dispute over working practices. 

Divorce law plea . 

Lawyers called on the Go 1 
ment to abandon its r 
drop the right to indc- 
legal advice for divo : 
pies. A poll comnr. 
the Law Society fo ; - 
per cent of those', 
thought people gr 
a marriage brea 
have access to lc 
preference to m< 
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A phrase describing GF-domi- 
nated purchasing of NHS care 
as “not desirable’ bas been re- 
moved already. Ms Hannan 
said Labour wanted fundhold- 
ing replaced by a system where 
GPs shape the care patients re- 
ceive in hospital “not as indi- 
vidual purchasers in an internal 
market, but by working in part- 
nership with the hospitals and 
the health authority". 


Aids ‘mother’ row 


GLENDA COOPER 

A row broke out yesterday over 
the decision of an infertility ex- 
pert to treat a woman with 
HIV despite strong opposition 
from his medical team. 

Professor Robert Winston, 
head of the IVF unit at Ham- 
mersmith hospital, in west Lon- 
don, agreed to treat the woman, 
who is paying, after she was 
rejected by another hospital. 

The patient, a former hero- 
in addict in her 30s, is thought 
to have caught the vinis from a 
boyfriend 10 years ago. 

Professor Winston said the 
woman bad been off drugs for 
eight years and had been in a 
“supportive" relationship for 
five years. He was initially re- 


luctant to give her treatment be- 
cause there was a chance she 
could develop lull-blown Aids 
and die within a year of the 
birth. There is also a 10-15 per 
cent chance of the virus being 
passed to the child. 

A spokesman fortheTference 
Higgins Trust said that the cou- 
ple would have gone through a 
tong procedure before the treat- 
ment was approved. 

But Dr Fleur Fisher, head of 
ethics, science and informa- 
tion for the British Medical As- 
sociation, said the unborn child 
should be put first “Hie issue 
is whether assisted reproductive 
technique should be used to 
help someone with a life threat- 
ening disease . . . Children 
need parents for a long time ” 
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From just £36 lor a full 12 months' cover, no one offers 
you more security on the road then the RAC. 

■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 
you can call on us whenever you need fast roadside 
assistance, even when you're simply a passenger in 
someone ebe's car. 

■ Roadside Rescue. In more than 5 out of 10 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they’ll tow you to a nearby garage, free 

__ of charge. 

■ Accident Service. A replacement car, free legal 
* W* ■HP advice, pfw well deal with your insurers. 

Caih Brabant prices 


■ Theft and fondafism Cover. Ifyour ear's stolen or 
can't be driven because of vandalism, weH remove it 
to a nearby garage or secure area 

■ Battery Assist. Anew battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, cahoots ond our labour are 
free - you only pay far pom. 

You con also tailor your cover to meet your needs, with 
the option to fake out Joint and Family Cover or odd our 
'AI Home' servfce. 

Don't wait until you bred down. Find aul how to join the 
RAC today. 

Moiri<lKW»ircw*»teiwftii y «g n»*^i po nl >.*I^CTi ■«>«!■ on wfthiiini far HrraBnaaflpM Monday -War toe- Spiv SifcrigVWB-5^Sintqrt0iin-4pn. 




YES - 1 want to join the RAC Please tdl me how I can join \ 
from just £36! I 

J 

Mr/WMw/M* 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 


Sand lot RAC Rescue, HSEF051 Bristol 8538 7AU. {Ns stamp needed J 
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Richard 
and Judy 
give OJ 
another 

tri al 


PAUL FIELD 

It had been expected to be a 
lightweight affair, giving OJ 
Sunpson free rein to talk of his 
life after the American trial of 
the century, but his live ITV in- 
terview with Richard Madeley 
and Judy Finnigan last night 
pulled few punches. 

_ Within minutes of going on 
air, the former American mot- 
ball star admitted he had been 
on the verge of suicide after the 
killing of his ex-wife Nicole, 
claiming he sped away from po- 
lice in his Bronco because be 
was hurt by the suspicions he 
murdered her. 

Clearly surprised at the 
robust questioning from the 
husband and wife chat show 
hosts, he sai± “Essentially I was 
being attacked for the first Hma 
in my life. 

“I wasn't used to it I was hurt. 
1 was in a lot of pain and I just 
wanted the pain to stop. I 
turned to a friend and said: 
‘Thke me to Nicole’s grave.’ 
When we got there the police 
had it cordoned off so we 
couldn’t get in.” 

Asked why he thought peo- 
ple still considered him guilty of 
the murders of his ex-wife and 
her friend, Ron Goldman, de- 
spite his acquittal, he sai± “I 
can't really blame them. If I was 
exposed to what they were, 
daily, after I had been to work, 
I would have thought the 
same.” 

He said he had seen the 
television coverage during the 
trial, but when he saw the dai- 
ly reports, he said be would ask 
himself: “Were they in the same 
court room?" 

He was then questioned 
about a note he had left, saying: 
“Don’t feel sorry for me, I have 
had a great life.” 

Mr Madeley asked if this 
had been a suicide note. “For 
the first time in my life I was suf- 
fering some despair," he said. 

Mr Simpson looked uncom- 
fortable in his first British tele- 
vision appearance since he was 
cleared of the double murder. 
He appeared angry when his in- 
terviewers insisted he answer 
j their direct questions. 

He said his children were un- 
aware of what had happened 
when he first learned that his 
wife was dead. 

Before the interview Mr 

at eascfas he stoocfin front of 
massed ranks of reporters and 
photographers. He had flown by 

E te jet from Heathrow to 
rhester, arriving at the 
Granada studios at 330pm. He 
said be had not been told of any 
questions in advance which was 
borne out in the programme. 

In an interview with the black 
newspaper The Voice , published 
today, Mr Simpson admitted his 
famous trial had left him “flat 
broke and in debt". 

However he denied he was 
profiteering from his lengthy 
court appearance by taking in 
a media tour of Britain, which 
moves to Oxford this evening 
when he will address the Union. 

“I haven’t profited from this 
terrible incident Before this my 
Hfe was very comfortable. Right 
now I have no financial securi- 
ty." Atone time it was estimated 
the American football and 
movie star had a fortune of 
nearly £7m but since the trial 
his earnings have plummeted. 



OJ Simpson: Hurt by the 

allegations of murder 



Slice of life: Peter Mountain with one of the sculptures he is exhibiting at Worcester Museum. T work intuitively and deaf in shapes and form’ Photograph: Dan Chung'Newsteam 


news 

Sculptor 
at cutting 
edge of 
auto-art 


An artistic slice of life or 
another dent in the tar- 
nished Image of the car? 
Whichever, sculptor Peter 
Mountain believes the 
trusty Fiat 126 provides 
the perfect vehicle for his 
work, writes Richard Smith. 

Itoo of his cars, each 
chopped into 23 segments 
and welded back together, 
are on show at an exhibi- 
tion - “Dissecting the 
Dream”- in Worcester Mu- 
seum. 

But for 39-year-old Mr 
Mountain, from Bristol, this 
is only the beginning - he 
Intends to explore the 
theme further by creating 
another 18 Fiat 126 sculp- 
tures from the eight cars 
that he has rescued from 
scrap. 

“I'm pretending to be a 
fiving computer," said Mr 
Mountain. “I’m manipulat- 
ing images in real life that 
a computer can change on 
a screen ... I work intu- 
itively and deal in shapes 
and form. I'm not here to 
mate a political statement 
about the car. I'm here to 
mate something visually 
challenging mid the car is 
a strong object - it’s per- 
fect for what I want to do.” 


Sara Thornton 
was ‘killer, liar 
and alcoholic’ 


WIU. BENNETT 

Sara Thornton, who stabbed her 
violent, drunken husband to 
death as he lay in an alcoholic 
stupor, was a “pafodqgkal far” 
motivated by financial greed, it 
was alleged yesterday. 

As die prosecution described 
the kiltinfe Mcs Thornton broke 
down in the dock at Oxford 
Crown Court and sobbed: 
“Please take me home.” The 
hearing was temporarily ad- 
journed while she recovered ber 
composure. 

Mrs Thornton, 41, is on tri- 
al for the second time accused 
of the murder of her husband, 
Malcolm, at the couple’s home 
in Atheretone, Mfeiwickshire, in 
1989. 

Mr Justice Scott Baker, the 
ige, told the jury of eight men 
d four women, that the retrial 
had been ordered by the Court 
of Appeal. He said that they 
must reach their verdict on 
the evidence pot before them 
alone. . . 

Brian Escott Cox QC for the 
prosecution, said that Mr and 
Mrs Thornton met in 1987 
when he was 42 and she was 10 
years younger. 

They were both heavy 
drinkers and alcohol was to play 
an important part in the case. 

He continued: “She pos- 
sessed a further factor, anoth- 
er degree to the dangerous 
cocktail of their relationship. 
This was a personality disorder 
which was only identified by 
doctors after the death of her 
husband. 

“The effect of it was to make 
her compulsively attention- 
seeking. One of tbe ways she chd 
that was to shock people by 
what she said, what she did, how 
she dressed and bow she un- 
dressed. 

“It is an unhappy aspect of 
her personality that she fre- 
quently tends to tell people 
what she wants them to hear 
regardless of the reality. 
Another cruel way of putting it 
is that she is, in truth, a patho- 
logical liar.” 

Mrs Thornton was sacked 
from a tele-sales job for drink- 
ing and her husband's alco- 
holism became steadily worse 
and he began to bit her. He 
spent a month in a drying-out 



Murder jury told of sex fantasies 


MICHAEL STREETER 

A paedophile accused of mur- 
dering nine-year-old Daniel 
Handley told a jury yesterday 
that he was sexually abused at 
the age of four while living in a 
Bamado’s home. 

Brett Tyler, 30, also told the 
Old Bailey that he had sex with 
a male foetid at the age of 22 
and had a criminal record for 
indecency with young boys. 

Tyler, who denies murdering 
Daniel but admits buggering 
and falsely imprisoning him on 
2 October 1994, said he had 
been put in the home when he 


was six months old. Under ex- 
anrination by Rock Thnsey QC 
for the defence, Tyler, who re- 
mained in the home untfl he was 
eight, told the court he bad five 
or six times gone off with a man 
known as John and had sexual 
intercourse. 

After a succession of odd jobs 
Tyler had been arrested for in- 
decency with young boys and 
sentenced to four years in 
prison. He was transferred to 
Wormwood Scrubs, where he 
met Timothy Moras, 33, of Ley- 
ton, east London, who admits 
murdering, buggering and false- 
ly imprisoning Daniel. 


lyier said tbat following his 
release from jail be had gone on 
the first of many trips to the 
Philippines where be had sex- 
ual intercourse with boys aged 
between 11 and 14. Back in 
Britain he had driven around 
London with Mores, who had 
fantasised about abducting a 
young boy and then killing him. 
Tyler said he never believed that 
Mores would carry out his fan- 
tasy. “1 did not think he could.” 
When Tyler had suggested to 
Mores that by grabbing his vic- 
tim from behind he could not be 
identified and therefore did not 
need to kin him. Mores reject- 


ed the idea. “He said he want- 
ed to look in their eyes,” Tyler 
said. He claimed he had already 
fulfilled his own fantasies in the 
Philippines and had no desire to 
harm or kill anyone. 

The court was earlier told 
that Daniel was abducted from 
a street near his home in Beck- 
lon, east London, taken toa flat 
by Mores and lyier to be 
videoed while they buggered 
him and then murdered before 
being buried at Bradley Stoke, 
near Bristol "tyler claims Mores 
strangled Daniel and that he 
played no part in killing him. 

The case continues. 


Sara Thornton: She broke down in court on the first day 
of second trial for murder of her drunken husband 


clinic, but was back drinking 
soon afterwards. 

In 1989, Mr Thornton lost his 
licence far drink/drivingandhad 
to resign from his job as a 
security officer. He was arrest- 
ed for being drunk and disor- 
derly and later punched Mrs 
Thornton in the face during a 
row. 

Mr Escott Cox said that 
after one episode of Mr Thorn- 
ton's heavy drinking his wife was 
told by Helen Thomas, a work- 


The only way 
to sort this 
out is to 
kill him’ 


mate, “you have got to sort this 
out". 

Mrs Thornton replied: “The 
only way to sort this out is to kill 
him.” 

On the 13 June, 1989, after 
spending two nights elsewhere, 
Mr Thornton returned home 
and by the evening was 
sprawled out on the sofa in a 
drunken stupor. His wife and his 
son, Martin, who was living 
with them, decided to go out to 
a pub. 

Before they went out, 
Mrs Thornton wrote “Bastard 
Thornton. I hate you," in 


lipstick 
they care 


on a minor. When 
r came back, Martin went to 
bed. 

Mr Escott Cox said that Mrs 
Thornton bad always claimed 
that she stabbed her husband 
with a kitchen knife by accident 
after a row during which he 
accused ber of being a prosti- 
tute. 

But he said that Martin, who 
was not fully asleep, “heard a 
murmured conversation, no 
raised voices, no shouts”. 

He then heard someone 
rummaging through the cutlery 
drawer m the kitchen. 

He said: “Martin heard his fa- 
ther scream and came down- 
stairs to be greeted by Sara 
saying: ‘Martin, I have killed 
your father.”' 

In fact, Mr Thornton died 
several hours later while in 
hospital. 

The killing, said Mr Escott 
Ctnc, was motivated wholly or 
partly by financial considera- 
tions. 

He continued: “Sara Thorn- 
ton had afixation that if she left 
Malcolm before she had been 
married to him for a year she 
would lose ber interest in the 
house.” 

Mr Escott Cox said that this 
may not have actually been the 
legal situation, but Mrs Thorn- 
ton thought it was and so killing 
her husband was “the ultimate 
solution”. 

The case continues today. 


Family life at last for English eagles 


England's only breeding pair of 
golden eagles have hatched at 
least one chick after three un- 
successful yeare of trying, it 
was disclosed today. 

The eagles are feeding at least 
one Destling at their remote 
Lake District eyrie in Cumbria, 
according to the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB), whose staff are keep- 
ing an anxious watch on them. 

It will be some days before 
wardens can confirm the num- 
ber of chicks, but golden eagles 
usually lay two eggs. 


RSPB spokesman Chris Har- 
bard said Scotland had an esti- 
mated 425 pairs of golden 
eagles but England has just the 
one couple; who are nesting 
within the Haweswater estate 
owned by North West Water. 

“They have flailed to breed 
successfully for the last three 
years,” he said. “We were be- 
ginning to worry that the adult 
male, who is getting on a little 
bit, may have become infertile 
and we didn’t have a pair that 
was capable of breeding.” 

A round-the-clock guard on 


the birds’ eyrie has been mount- 
ed tty RSPB staff and a team of 
volunteer wardens since early 
this year. Egg thieves present an 
annual threat to the birds. 

The next few weeks will be 
critical as the chicks remain vul- 
nerable, said the RSPB. They 
win not be ready to fly until they 
are 11 weeks old. 

Usually, only one youngster 
makes it out of the nest. The 
younger or smaller bird often 
dies, either through lack of 
food or as a victim of the dom- 
inant sibling. 


Rare bird: The golden eagle 
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Opponent of 
women priests 
to be a bishop 


ANDREW BROWN 

Reflgjous Affairs Correspondent 

One of the leading opponents 
of women priests in the Church 
of England is to be made a 
bishop. The appointment of 
the Rev John Broadhurst as 
Bishop of Fulham will be offi- 
cially announced today, when 
three vacancies in the diocese 
of London arc filled. 

Fr Broadhurst is the chair- 
man of Forward in Faith, the 
main group opposed to women 
priests, and has been largely 
responsible for the group's 
development as a virtual church 
within the church, with its own 
structures in every diocese. 

He has been appoinled by the 
Bishop of London, Right Rev 
Richard Chartres, who has also 
appointed as Bishop of Stepney 
Canon John Sentamu, a former 
judge of the Ugandan High 
Court who fled from Idi Amin 
and retrained as a priest when 
he came to England. 

Dr Sentamu win become the 
third black bishop in the Church 
of England, joining the Bishop 
of Rochester, Dr Michael 
Nazfr-AIi and (he Bishop of 
Croydon, the Right Rev Wilfred 
Woods. 

Dr Sentamu is a strong sup- 
porter of women priests who is, 


however, liked and tnisted by 
traditionalists. He is an ener- 
getic evangelical who talks with 
a speed and passion that can 
leave his hearers bemused. 

He once told the General 
Synod that the Church of Eng- 
land has “the engine of a lawn- 
mower and the brakes of a 
juggernaut”. As Bishop of Step- 
ney, he will be well-placed for 
the further promotion which 
almost everyone believes be 
deserves. Hrs two immediate 
predecessors have become 
bishops of Bath and Wells and 
of London. 

The third new suffragan bish- 
op to be announced is the Ven 
Michael Colclough. now per- 
sonal assistant to the Bishop of 
London, who will become 
Bishop of Kensington. 

Archdeacon Colclough is an 
“affirming Catholic*', who is in 
favour of women priests and of 
Catholic symbolism and lan- 
jc. This makes him a mem- 
r of the party loathed above 
all others by traditionalist 
Anglo- Catholics, such as Fr 
Broadhurst. "An affirming 
Catholic is someone who will do 
anything with a woman except 
take her to bed." according to 
the latest traditionalist joke. 

The appointment of Fr 
Broadhurst suggests that the 


mass movement of priests 
opposed to die ordination of 
women from the Church of 
England into the Catholic 
church may have passed its 
high point. 

If he believes he can stay and 
fight for his views within the 
Church of England, many oth- 
ers will conclude he is right. 

A forceful critic of the hier- 
archy, greatly liked for his hon- 
esty and salty language. Fr 
Broadhurst was the first synod 
member to put his name to a pe- 
tition in favour of women bish- 
ops, whose creation is explicitly 


£ revealed by the legislation al- 
>wing women priests. 
Although he does not believe 


in either, he has said it is 
hypocrisy and sexism to stop 
women mom promotion if they 
are to be priests at all. 

The three appointments rep- 
resent a balance between the 
three main parties in the 
Church of England in London, 
which has both the highest 
number of women priests in the 
country and the highest number 
of irreconcilable opponents. 

Although Bishop Chartres 
remains, like his wife, an op- 
ponent of women priests, he wall 
be able to point out that his 
appointments today have given 
comfort to all sides. 


Treasures from the attic evoke spirit of gracious living 



A long-forgotten cache of 
antiques found In the 
locked attics of an 
Elizabethan country house 
in Sussex exceeded all 
expectations at auction 
yesterday, writes Marianne 
Macdonald. 

More than 400 pieces of 


silver, glass and furniture - 
as well as the dressing-up 
boot pictured above - were 
snapped up in ferocious 
bidding during the two-day 
sale at Parham Park, 
Pulborough, with another 
500 to go under the 
hammer today. 
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than animals because an animal can roam 
when it is hungry. 

September There is a big welt on my 
arm where I was whipped yesterday for 
falling asleep at the loom. 

October The boss says we are behind 
on the carpet. We are too slow. 
So instead of starting at six we will sort 
at four. And instead of stopping at eight 
we will stop at I ( .Three hoys are crying 
but I feel too tired to cry. 

November A big commotion today. 
Nageshwar and his two younger 
brothers escaped. 

December Nageshwar is back and we 
have been told that the same thing will 
happen to us if we try to escape. He has 
been branded with hot iron rods. 

January I want to study, I want to be 
a teacher, and when I grow up I will 
earn money and help my father out of his 
debt. That’s what J want to do* if I get 
out of here. 


February I don’t know why I am here. 
I think my Papa sold me to the boss to 
learn a trade and now the boss says 1 
must do exactly what he tells me. 

March It's the same every day. We go 
from our beds to die loom at six. No-one 
must talk. We tie tiny knots all day, rite 
smallest ones on the carpet because we 
have small fingers. Work, work, work. 
My fingers crack and weep and sometimes 
my eyes get all blurred. We get a cup of 
dahl and half an hour to rest then go back 
to the loom till night time. There is no 
more food. We are too tired to play. 

April Paro talked today and the boss 
lashed her with die cane. He shouted 
at us “if you children speak you are 
not giving your whole attention to 
the product." 

May My fingers bled again and the boss 
got angry with me for getting blood on 
the loom. He says I will work extra hours 
for the next two days and I will be fined 
and that will increase my father^ debt to 
him. I cried when he talked about Papa. 


June The boy who lost a hand, poor 
Rangiial, he feinted today. We begged 
the boss to open die window. "The 
mud walls are hot sir. The thermometer 
says 105 sir.” But the window stays 
shut to keep out the insects that eat 
the wool. 

July Not much light gets through the 
polythene slats in the roof. Its hard to 
see the pattern. I made mistakes today 
and I'm frightened what will happen 
when the boss finds out. 

August in bed tonight, Nageshwar told 
me his plan to escape. He is brave but he 
is bigger than me. He said we live worse 


This diary is based on Interviews wfth 
Madan Ram and other children 
recently working in carpet factories in 
Uttar Pradesh , India. 

These children have been rehabil- 
itated with the help of Christian Aid, 
but in India alone an estimated 15 
million children stiff spend their entire 
childhoods slaving in bonded labour 
to help their parents out of debt. 

Christian Aid works to fight child 
labour in countries throughout the 
Third World. We can* t do this without 
your help. Please give all you can in 
Christian Aid Week. 


I enclose a chcque/FO made payable to Christian Aid for: GWQ OOOD £J0(O flotl flsD ftoCj Other £ 

Can! No. H l L I 1 LI 1 1 .1 i 1 1 - 1 1 1 Expiry Date 
Name 


Or please debit iry credit card. 


(Access JVaiif Other please specify) 
Signature- 
Address - 


•GfeAW 


Postcode 
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Christian Aid 

We believe in life before death 

WITH THE SUPPORT OF Zfe CffiPERATIVEIVU'EK 
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Such was the Interest 
that before the end of 
yesterday’s auction it had 
racked up sales of more 
than £777,000 - already 
more than the total 
expected to be achieved in 
both days of the sale. 

The antiques stayed 


wrapped in newspaper or 
buried in tea chests for 
decades. These Include a 
collection of Walter Crane 
table linen, magnificent 
silver services and 
candelabra. 

The most amazing price 
achieved was for a pair of 


I love Oyston, model told 
the tycoon’s assistant 


A model who alleges that she 
was raped by the media tycoon 
Owen Oyston once said she 
Loved him, a court was told 
yesterday. 

The 62-year-old multi- 
millionaire's former personal as- 
sistant, G3I Bridge, told Liver- 
pool Crown Court the blonde 
teenage model bad been his girl- 
friend, and would regularly 
share his hotel room during 
business trips to London. 

Eather-of-five Oyston denies 
raping the grri when she was 19 
and raping and indecently as- 
saulting another model, agoi 16, 
in the bedroom of his country 
mansion, Oaughton Hall, near 
Lancaster. 

Mrs Bridge - now managing 
director of Blackpool Football 
Club of which Oyston is chair- 
man - said she first saw the girl 
at the Midland Hotel in Man- 
chester, when she had been 
working for Oyston for a cou- 
ple of months. 

“He had obviously met her 
before because she put her 
arms around hun and kissed him 


on the cheek. She embraced 

him. " 

She confirmed taking tele- 
phone calls from her for Oys- 
ton at his offices, and that 
Oyston had girlfriends during 
thelime she was one of his per- 
sonal assistants. 

“Obviously we tried to keep 
it as discreet as possible. I prob- 
ably knew more than the other 
two because I was away on 
business with him more and saw 
him more on - a social basis 
than the other girls did." 

Mrs Bridge claimed the mod- 
el would share Oyston 's room 
on business trips to London's 
Royal Trafalgar and F&rk Lane 
Hilton hotels. 

“She was quite flirty with him. 
He was perhaps a little more re- 
served. It was obvious that she 
was attracted to him.” 

She recalled on one visit 
someone asking her. “What do 
you see in a chap like Owen?” 
and daimed she had replied; “1 
love him." 

Mrs Bridge confirmed to 
Mrs Helen Grindrod QC, pros- 
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Geoige II gilt-lined double 
spice boxes engraved with 
Royal monograms. Estimat- 
ed at up to £ 10 , 000 , they 
sold for £117,000. 

The auction is aimed at 
securing the future of the 
house and gardens. 

Photo&aph: Dillon Bryden 


ecu ting, that she was still em- 
ployed by Oyston and was loy- 
al to him. She denied she had 
ever been the model’s friend. 

Mrs Grindrod asked: “What 
you have done is to pul a slant 
on the facts to show that she was 
having an affair with him?" 

Mrs Bridge replied: “She 
was having an affair with him. 

She is putting a slant on my in- 
volvement because it suits her 
alibi." 

Later, Christopher Cox. a 
labourer, told the court he had W 
had a relationship with the 
model lasting for a couple of 
weeks, during which he made 
love to her twice in his bedroom 
at his parents' home. 

He daimed he had been mis- 
taken when he made his origi- 
nal statement alleging (hat this 
bad happened in 1988 - before 
the alleged rape in 1989, when 
she claims to have been a vir- 
gin. He saM he now realised that 
they had met in 1988 but had 
made love to each other in 1990. 

The trial was adjourned un- 
til tomorrow. 
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Reforms for life 
in care ‘too 
little too late’ 


■ > 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The Government was accused 
of doing -too little too late” to 
reform Britain's children's 
homes yesterday, as plans 
emerged of a campaign to give 
them a more positive image. 

The campaign will be 
launched officially next month 
as Children’s Homes Week by 
John Bowis, a health minister. 
Itwfll focus on removing the 
stigma of growing up in care, 
and improving the status of 
workers in the homes. 

According to the Depart- 
ment of Health, the campaign 
was inspired by the report into 
the running of Britain’s chil- 
dren's homes four years ago by 
Norman Warner, former direc- 
tor of Kent Social Services. It 
followed the Leicestershire 
scandal in which Fr ank- Beck 
was given five life sentences for 
sexual abuses in four homes. 

But Mr Whmer, who ex- 
posed the dismal status of 
homes and the lack of spe- 
cialised training for workers, has 
criticised the Government for 
not backing the campaign with 
action, including following up 
more of the S3 recommenda- 
tions he made in the report. 

He said: “It's better late than 
never, but it's no good having 
a campaign unless you address 
the points we set out in that re- 
port. That includes improving 
the training arrangements for 
staff in residential care. Having 
a campaign without the sub- 
stance of better training in my 
view is a waste of time. 



Victims 
of the 
abusers 


“I still think they should also 
have set up a watchdog body, as 
the report recommended. The 
problem is that this sector fades 
from recognition, and there 
needs to be a group guiding the 
Government into action. It is 
still a CSnderdJa service that 
everyone forgets about once the 
scandals die down.” 

The image of children's 
homes has been battered by a 
series of disturbing scandals, in- 
cluding the sexual and physical 
abuse of hundreds of children 
in care. An Independent cam- 
paign has highlighted loopholes 
m the system which has al- 
lowed paedophiles to target 
homes, and many workers have 
become demoralised by lack of 
pay and status. 

Ministers are examining ways 
of making children in homes 
more secure by introducing a 
register of convicted pae- 
dophiles and creating a profes- 
sional body with disciplinary 
powers to regulate people who 
work in children's homes. 

The Department of Health 
denied yesterday that the cam- 
paign, which has the motto 
“just like you", was a window- 
dressing exercise, that detract- 
ed from its failure to respond 
to recommendations made in a 
series of reports following scan- 


Bank makes bid 
for student loans 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Students will be able to take out 
privatised loans for the first time 
from next October, ministers 
announced yesterday. 

Barclays Bank and two oth- 
er financial institutions have bid 
to become the first private in- 
stitutions to offer student loans. 

Their decision will come as 
a relief to the Government 
which said earlier this year that 
it was postponing the intro- 
duction of the scheme after the 
banks appeared un enthusiastic 
about taking part They feared 
it would make them unpopular 
with student customers. 

Critics said there would be a 
two-tier loan system with the 
hanks offering loans to students 
whose prospects were good and 
the Government’s loan compa- 
ny catering for the rest 

Legislation to allow private 
institutions to offer loans was 
passed recently. The govern- 
ment-financed student loans 
company will continue to offer 
loans alongside the hanks. 

Barclays promised to speed 
up the loan-dispensing process 
but said applicants would have 


to be Barclays customers. Allan 
Silverman, of Barclays, said: “El- 
igibility criteria, repayment 
terms and interest rates would 
be the same as for loans offered 
by the Student Loans Compa- 
ny, but funds would normally be 
available within five days of the 
bank receiving the completed 
application form - far quicker 
than at present-” 

Eric Forth, minister for high- 
er education, said: “I very much 
welcome the decision of three 
financial institutions to tender. 
Our objective throughout has 
been to increase the loans choic- 
es available to students and the 
quality of service they receive.’ 
Barclays has held talks with 
the National Union of Stu- 
dents and modified its propos- 
als accordingly. Douglas 
Trainer, the NUS president, 
said the union was opposed to 
the current loans scheme and to 
privatised loans operated under 
the current system. However, he 
welcomed the concessions Bar- 
clays had made to ensure that 
its proposals would offer stu- 
dents a better sendee. 

Ministers now have to decide 
which tenders to accept Up to 
four institutions can be selected 


Joan Thirkettle 
dies aged 48 


Joan Thirkettle. one of IThTs 
most experienced news re- 
porters, died in hospital on 
Saturday. ITN said. 

Ms Thirkettle, 48. who had 
been suffering from cancer, 
covered more than 1.500 stories 
for ITN after joining as a re- 
porter in 1974. 

She reported on the famine 
in Ethiopia, Richard Branson’s 
irans-oceanie balloon expedi- 
tions. highlighted the artistic tal- 
ent of autistic boy Stephen 
Wilshire and was a member of 
the ITN ream which won a 
Royal Television Society award 
for the coverage of Labour 
leader John Smith’s death. 

Ms Thirkettle began her 
career in 1965 as a trainee re- 
searcher with Associated Red- 
iffusion- She joined the Daily 



Joan Thirkettle; ‘A great 
ambassador for TIN' 


Mail and, in 1969, went to the 
Sunday Times as property cor- 
respondent and business writer. 

Prom 1970 she reported for 
BBC radio and British Forces 
Broadcasting before becoming 
a founder member of London 
Broadcasting Company (LBC) 
in 1973. Sbe joined ITN the fol- 
lowing year and rapidly became 
a household face and name. 

When not reporting, Ms 
Thirkettle wrote short stories 
and studied natural history, 
politics and foreign affairs. She 
was also an occasional presen- 
ter of music programmes on 
Classic FM radio. 

Colleagues and friends paid 

tribute to Ms Thiiketlle’s “sheer 
professionalism and skill": 
■'Joan's death is a great loss,” 

UN’s chief executive Stewart 
Purvis said. ’ For more than 20 
years she was part of the fabric 
of ITN. part of its history and 
part of its family. She covered 
a wide range of stories with de- 
termination, professionalism 
and great integrity." 

Fellow ITN newsreader Ju- 
lia Somerville said: “Among all 
her other great qualities she was 
also extremely kind-hearted." 

Richard Branson, Virgin Atl- 
antic chairman, described her as 
“a great ambassador for ITN". 

Ms Thirkettle was divorced 
and lived in London with her 
two children, Daisy, 18, and 
MichaeL 15. 


dais in homes. It will focus on 
the achievements of children 
who have succeeded in life, de- 
spite prejudice against them, 
from those who went into fur- 
ther education and started up 
their own businesses, to the 
more public triumphs of 
celebrities including Bruce Old- 
field, the designer, Kris Ak- 
abussi. the athlete and Frank 
Bruno, the boxer. 

Paul Robertson, director of 
the National Leaving Care Ad- 
visory Service which is co-ordi- 
nating the campaign, said: 
“We’re trying to say to young 
people you can come through 
care and make iL These are 
young people being left with a 
massive stigma and misunder- 
standing." 



Puffin protest: Greenpeace’s demonstration against industrial fishing yesterday 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


news 

Puffins 

blockade 

McVItie’s 


Around 150 Greenpeace ac- 
tivists dressed as puffins blocked 
the entrance (o a biscuit facto- 
ry veserday in protest at the use 
of "industrial” fish oil in foods. 

The demonstration, which 
launched a campaign against in- 
dustrial fishing for sand eels in 
the North Sea. took place at 
Me Vi tic s in Haricsdcn. north- 
west London. Greenpeace 
claimed that puffins’ food sup- 
ply was being threatened. A 
spokesman Tor the environmen- 
tal organisation said McVilic s 
used around 6.000 tons of fish nil 
in their biscuits each year. 

United Biscuits said Liter yes- 
terday: "United Biscuits is con- 
cerned about the depletion of fish 
stocks in the North Sea and oth- 
er fisheries. We understand that 
industrial fishing is one of the 
main contributory factors ... UB 
has committed to cease the use 
of fish oil from non-sustuinahle 
industrial fishing in European 
waters within one year and to 
work towards a position where 
all fish products are sourced 
from sustainable sources." 
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news 



Solar powered: A London-based Trinidadian healer ‘soaking up the sun's energy* in Hyde Park yesterday. He claims he gave the former boxing 
champion Muhammad Aii, who suffers from Parkinson’s disease, the strength to go jogging during his trip to Britain last year Photograph: Chris Helgren 


Gulf minefields 

‘given no 
safety clothing’ 



ROS WYNNE-JONES 

A mine disposal expert was 
blinded and lost a leg clearing 
mines following the Golf war 
because he was sent to Kuwait 
with no protective clothing or 
equipment, the High Court was 
told yesterday. 

Paul Jefferson, 39, was sent 
to Kuwait in 1991 by Royal Ord- 
nance, a subsidiary of British 
Aerospace, to make safe mine- 
fields laid by retreating Iraqi 
forces. "What happened to me 
could have happened to anyone 
anywhere else [in the mine- 
fields]. We were sent to Kuwait 
without any equipment or pro- 
tective clothing,” he said. 

He had taken a pair of gog- 
gles with him but had lent them 


What will you give 
your workers 

on their retirement ? 


Every year, 2.2 million people are made ill by 

work. Often it’s not just their health that’s 

' *^| jj|pp^ ruined - many are forced to give up their jobs 

and their whole way of life. Carrying out even the simplest tasks can end 
up damaging their lungs, their hearing or their muscles and joints. 

All these illnesses have one thing in common - they need never happen. . 

HSE’s ‘Good Health is Good Business’ management pack 
is designed to help you, as a manager, prevent 



unnecessary illness affecting your workers 
and your productivity. It tells you how to 
identify the problems and helps you find \? 
simple, cost-effective solutions. 

For your free management 
pack, simply fill in the 
coupon below or phone 

0345 18 18 19 * 
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to another member of the team 
deto nating mines in the Kuwaiti 
oil fields. Mr Jefferson alleged 
he was threatened ty members 
of Royal Ordnance Oat, despite 
a lack of equipment, if he could 
not cany out the work he 
“could get on the next plane 
home". Tim unit was expected 
to “scavenge” for equipment left 
by retreating enemy forces. 

He and three other members 
of the team were involved in a 
mission to establish whether cer- 
tain types of Iraqi mines could 
be destroyed by burning them 
in June 1991, when he trod on 
a mine. Because the Ordnance 
disposal te ams were not 
equipped with detonators to 
blow up mines the four men had 
gone to a mine dump on a 
Kuwaiti beach to “scavenge" for 
suitable equipment 

After a makeshift detonation 
using a Coca-Cola can 
(with petrol and Sailed, Mr 
Jefferson entered the min e 

3 to find something more 
le to set fire to the mines. 
“Had he been wearing pro- 
tective goggles he would have 
kept his sight," Andrew Hoga- 
rth, for the prosecution, said. 
“Had the right equipment been 
available Mr Jefferson would 
never have been in the dump 
where the min e went off." 

William Norris QC, for the 
defence, said Mr Jefferson was 
a “cavalier operator” who kept 
mines under his bed in the 


temporary building be stayed in 
while in Kuwait and did not al- 
ways wear protective clothing 
even when it was available. 

Mr Jefferson, a former Roy- 
al Engineer, replied that there 
were no other facilities for stor- 
age of mines that had been 
made safe and were needed for 
training purposes. 

He added that a photograph 
of him standing in a “minefield" 
without safety goggles pro- 
duced by the defence was 
actually a posed publicity pho- 
tograph fbr a Humanitarian 
organisation he had worked 
for in Afghanistan on "a per- 
fectly safe piece of road". 

Hie first aid kit given to the 
team consisted of “a few plas- 
ters and some aspirin", he told 
Mr Justice Henry Brooke. 

He was in agony in the hours 
it took him to get to hospital 
with his foot blown off and . 
shrapnel embedded in his face 1 
and eyes, the court heard. He 
now has an artificial leg and has 
never recovered his sight 

Royal Ordnance had won a 
£60xn contract awarded by the 
Kuwaiti government to carry out 
the work which was concen- 
trated on the nation's southern 
beaches and oil fields. More 
than 100 men were employed to 
clear minefields, of which eigh t 
men died and at least two oth- 
ers were injured, Mr Hogarth 
told the court 

The case continues. 


Ex-Navy pilot wins 
ski injury damages 


A Royal Navy helicopter pilot 
who pulled the Virgin tycoon 
Richard Branson from the sea 
after his ill-fated attempt to 
cross the Atlantic by balloon was 
yesterday awarded “veiy sub- 
stantial" damages for a siding 
accident which left him almost 
totally paralysed. 

Revor Jones, 35, was a mem- 
ber of the Navy skiing team 
'Mien he was injured practising 
for the Navy skiing champi- 
onships in Austria in 1988 - a 
few months after the sea rescue 
- because of what be claimed 
was negligence on the part of 
the Ministry of Defence in not 
making sure that a slalom run 
was safe. 

Clive WHson-Smith QC, rep- 
resenting the former lieutenant, 
told Mr Justice Collins in the 
High Court that Mr Jones now 
needed 24-hour care but his dis- 


abilities had not stopped “this 
very remarkable man" from 
returning to the sports be loves. 

“He has approached his dis- 
ability with the utmost courage 
and determination and what he 
has achieved is truly remarkable. 

“He has flown a microtight, 
sailed a yacht and returned to 
the ski slope. Flying and sailing 
was his life and he was an ac- 
complished sportsman both at 
school and in the Navy and what 
he has achieved since his acci- 
dent testifies to his courage." 

Mr WHson-Smith said that he 
had agreed terms with the Min- 
istry of Defence on a 50-50 
basis and asked for the case to 
be adjourned for the amounts 
to be worked out. 

Mr Jones, who lives in Ful- 
ham, south-west London, 
attended the court hearing us- 
ing a computerised wheelchair. 




DAILY POEM 


Tennessee June 

By Jorie Graham 

This is the heat that seeks the flaw in everything 
and loves the flaw. 

Nothing is heavier than its spirit, 

nothing more landlocked than the body within it. 

Its daylilies grow ovemigjht, our lawns 
bare, then falsely gay then bare again. Imagine 
your mind wandering without its logic, 
your body the sides of a riverbed ghing in ... 

In it, no world can survive 

having more than its neighbors ; 

in it, the pressure to become forewr less is the pressure 

to take forevermore 

to get there. Oh 


let it touch you 

The porch is sharpfy tit -little box of the body - 
and the hammock swings out easily over its edge. 
Beyond , the hot ferns bed, and fireflies gauze 
this fat tobacco slums. 

the crickets boring holes into the heat the crickets ftiL 

Rock out into that dark and back to where 

the blind moths circle, circle, 

back and forth from die bone-white house to the creei 


Nothing will catch you. 

Nothing will let you go. 

Mr aw it blossoming- 

the spirit breaks from you and you remain. 


unbraii 


vepers 

idlng. 


Jorie Graham has just won the 1996 Pulitzer Prize for Poet- 
ry for her Selected Poems 1974-94, The Dream of the Unified 
Field, published in this country by Carcanet at £12.95. Over 
the last fifteen years, Graham has emerged as one of the most 
exciting and influential young poets in America Compared with 
Emily Dickinson fbr the delicacy of her language and fierce 
sense of the philosophic universe, her preoccupations are en- 
tirely her own and 20 th century: television, breakdancing, his- 
tory viewed through a modern lens. Recommended. 
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I Albania’s harsh 
regime given 
EU support 


ANDREW G UMBEL 

Tirana 

Albania's President Sail Berisba 
may not be popular with inter- 
national human rights groups, 
who have condemned his re- 
pressive attacks on the opposi- 
tion, the judiciary and the 
independent press; and be is 
certainty mistrusted by many 
Albanians who feel he has 
turned the country into a giant 
diemelistic structure at the ser- 
vice of his Democratic Party. 

But in the run-up to this 
month's general elections he has 
enjoyed almost unqualified sup- 
port from European Union 
countries, who haw swept away 
scruples about interfering in the 
interna] affairs of other coun- 
tries and. in some cases, cam- 
paigned openly for the Demo- 
cratic Party’s return to office. 

According to the diplomatic 
community in Tirana, Germany 
and Italy have been particular- 
ly assiduous in their support 
The Konrad Adenauer Foun- 
dation, which is linked to Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's CDU, 
has given direct logistical advice 
to the Democratic Party and 
other centre-right groupings, 
and held seminars in which 
President Berisha has been of- 
fered tips for his electoral strat- 
egy. Nothing s imilar has been 
offered by other foundations to 
the Socialist-led opposition. 

A month ago, two senior 
politicians representing Euro- 
pean conservatives, Alois Mock 
of the European Democratic 
Union and Klaus Welle of the 
European Christian Democ- 
rats, turned up at the Democ- 
ratic Party’s pre-electorai 
convention and praised Mr 
Berisha for keeping the peace 
in the southern Balkans. A few 
days later, Pierre LeDouche, an 
adviser to the French President, 
Jacques Chirac, was pho- 
tographed hugging Mr Berisha 
and calling him the great hope 
for "democracy, freedom and 
tomorrow’s prosperity”. 

The President of the Coun- 


cil of the European Parliament, 
Leni Fischer, even went so fax 
as to praise a much-c on tested 
law banning former collabora- 
tors with the communist-era 
secret service in Albania from 
seeking public office. The law 
has been widely criticised be- 
cause it efifectivety gives the De- 
mocratic Party the power to 
ostracise its opponents without 
due judida| [process, but Ms Fis- 
cher said flatteringly that she 
would be happy to see it in op- 
eration in her native Germany. 

Such remarks have been a 
major morale-boost for Mr 
Berisha, who has spent much of 
the election campaign painting 
himself as the man to take Al- 
bania into the European main- 
stream while denouncing his 
opponents, the Socialists, as 

ning^to 1 turn the dock Eack. 
What’s more, Albanians de- 
pend on vast infusions of foreign 
aid and mw be inclined to vote 
for the Democratic Parly 
against then instincts if they fed 
that they win receive bigger 
handouts that way. 

Some of the interventions 
have raised serious ethical ques- 
tions, and not just because of Mr 
Berisba’s human rights record 
which most visitors have over- 
looked The most recent visitor, 
the floor leader of President 
Chirac’s RPR in the Reach 
Senate, Michel Pericard, actu- 
ally broke Albanian law by sup- 
porting the Democratic Party 
once the official campaign had 
begun. Article 56 of the elec- 
toral law drawn ap by President 
Berisha ’s government states 
that “election campaigning is 
prohibited by persons who are 
not Albanian citizens’’. Mr Peri- 
card dismissed a challenge on 
this point as “amusing”. 

Europe’s support for Mr 
Berisba appears to be some- 
thing of an unholy compro- 
mise. They are prepared to 
overlook his repressive ten- 
dencies (arguing that the So- 
cialists may be no better once 
in power) and instead reward 


him for staying out of the Yu- 
goslav wars and for keeping a 
lid on ethnic tensions involving 
Albanians in Kosovo and Mace- 
donia. 

Furthermore, although there 
is lach recognition that his eco- 
nomic policies are more clien- 
telistic than gen ninety 
free-market, the feeling is that 
Mr Berisha understands west- 
ern interests in Albania and - 
after four years of halting starts 
and friistration - is beginning to 
open up the country to foreign 
investors. 

The problem with the So- 
cialists is not so much that they 
would make life harder for for- 
eign banks and businesses — al- 
though some embassies in 
Urana feel they would - but 
that they might question the 
legality of projects now being 
initiated and provoke delays by 
replacing every. last minis try 
official. 

Agencies providing billions of 
dollars in foreign aid feel the 
same way. “We have spent a 
tong tone trying to get things go- 
ing and forming personal rela- 
tionships with key people. This 
would be absolutely the worst 
time for a change of govern- 
ment, as we would have to start 
over from scratch,” said one 
Italian worker on an EU pro- 
ject scheme. 

Such calculations are infuri- 
ating the opposition, which 
claims to be just as responsible 
on Balkan issues, just as open 
to Europe if not more so, and 
says it would do everything it 
could for a smooth transition af- 
ter the elections. “It is a big mis- 
take for foreign powers to judge 

us from the point of view of 
their interests. The real inter- 
est is the future of our democ- 
racy, which they should seek to 
develop, not destroy with their 
interference,” said Paskal Milo 
of the centre-left Social De- 
mocrats. 

The United States, which 

for Mr Berishaat 
the last elections - in 1992, has 



Ripe for Investment: A market in Korea, Albania. Western leaders believe President Berisha offers the best hope for growth Photograph: Network 


been slightly more even- 
handed this tone. Washington 
believes the Socialists are indeed 
committed to peace in the 
Balkans, but may scare off for- 
eign Investors. It sees Mr 
Berisha as having greater in- 
fluence over Albanians in Koso- 
vo, but does not entirety trust 
him to keep control of his na- 
tionalistic sentiments about 
Greater Albania. 

But European and US diplo- 
mats aU seem to be remarkably 
indulgent of Mr Berisha's lead- 
ership style, variously describ- 
ing the disqualifkatMn of scenes 

•ttjsszs: 

rights problem, not ah electoral 
problem” and criticising some 
of his blocking tactics raerety for 
befog “crude and overt”. 

“One wonders if they would 
speak the same language if the 
Socialists were in power,” re- 
marked one foreign non- | 
diplomatic official in Tirana. . 
“Somehow, I doubt itl” I 
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Provincial sex works wonders for 
satisfying mafia business desires 
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"Do you have a problem?” 
asked the pert young woman be- 
hind the counter. “Er.just look- 
ing, thanks,” 1 said as I browsed 
through the orgasm creams 
and ejaculation delay sprays. 

This was not Soho, or even 
Moscow, where sex shops 
hardly raise eyebrows any 
longer. This was deeply provin- 
cial Ryazan, the centre of a 
farming region south-east of 
Moscow which sends potatoes 
and other produce to market in 
the Russian capital. 

The women of Ryazan are 
known for their loud voices. 
There is a Russian expression: 
“to shout like a Ryazan fanner’s 
wife”. But, unto now, I had 
never made a mental connec- 
tion between Ryazan and the 
erotic. Unless the sight of 
women carrying buckets from 
the well on yokes, still a fairly 
common feature of the Russian 
countryside, can be considered 
sexually arousing. 

Here though, in the middle 
of Ryazan old town, in the 
shadow of the 17th century Us- 
pensky cathedral, was a little 
lilac-coloured house called 
Magazin Intim. Dr Sergei Grig- 
oriev. a sex therapist, launched 
the venture last year to co-in- 
cide with celebrations marking 
the 900th anniversary of the 
founding of Ryazan. 


RYAZAN DAYS 


A large plastic penis hung 
outside the shop. I do not usu- 
ally frequent such establish- 
ments but you will understand 
that in this case 1 found it hard 
to resist the lure. 

“You’ll have to talk to the 
doctor,” said the pert young 
woman when she realised my 
problem was thatl was short of 
a story. “He'D tell you evwything 
you want to know.” In the back 
office; Dr Grigoriev was play- 
ing with a Siamese kitten. He 
was enormously fat The mind 
boggled atfoe idea of him... ^ 
we win not go into (hat 
He seemed friendly. “We’re 
here to help people,” he said 
“They're put off by the idea of 
going to hospital with their sex- 
ual problems. They find it eas- 
ier to come to a shop. At first 
they pretend they are just look- 
ing. Then they start to speak 
about what’s troubling them.” 
The rammemest problems are 
impotence and failure to expe- 
rience orgasm. Dr Grigoriev 
said Russian living conditions 
were often to blame. “There is 
Still a terrible housing crisis. 
Granny is often Hsterang through 
the waJL The men take to drink 
and the women give up hope.” 


Dr Grigoriev said be treated 
men who had become impotent 
as a result of the Chernobyl nu- 
clear accident, and amputees, 
including veterans of the war in 
Afghanistan. "I can give them 
artificial peruses. They are able 
to give physical pleasure to 
their women and this gives 
them mental relief.” 

Dr Grigoriev kept a straight 
face as he said this but l found 
it hard to imagine many “real" 
Russian men getting mental 
relief in that way. I began to feel 
he was “hanging noodles on nw 
ears” (Idling me taB stories). Al- 
together, there was something 
rather odd about the shop. 

Although the doctor insisted 
hh services were ctf a purefy med- 
ical nature, the product range - 
blow-up dolls, vibrators and 
pornographic magazines - sug- 
gested otherwise. Unusually for 
foe Russian provinces, the goods 
were priced in doflare rather than 
roubles, and expensive too, a fact 

which could not have escaped 
the attention of those who “pro- 
tect” local business. 

Behind foe shop was a war- 
ren of rooms whose use was un- 
dear. The doctor’s business 
card said: “Grigoriev Sergei 


Viktorovich, Director of the 
Prodoction-Commerdal Indi- 
vidual Private Enterprise 
’Sergei’.” 

It was a relief to walk out into 
the warm, spring sunshine. And 
then 1 saw an extraordinary 
sight The police were holding 
up the traffic, as they did in So- 
viet times for foe ZD limousines 
of Communist Party officials, to 
allow the passage of a convoy 
of buses and foreign-made cars. 
It was -a mafia funeral. 

In a flash, l understood why 
earlier in the morning I had seen 
thugs with mobile phones and 
machine guns on foe steps of my 
hotel. Now J realised they roust 
have been preparing for foe 

funeral. 

Later. I read all about it in foe 
local paper. Four people had 
been wounded and citizen 
Gordlev and his female partner, 
citizen Sazonova, killed in a 
shoot-out at the Rus night dub. 

Not only was there sex in 
Ryazan but violence too. 1 could 
not put my finger on it but, in 
an obscure way, I felt the sex 
and violence were related. Cer- 
tainly this was a murky world 1 
hardly expected to find in the 
Russian provinces. Moscow 
would seem a safe and innocent 
place after this. 

Helen Womack 






just one number to find you. 

For just £3 a month, you can have one 07000 number for home, office anH mobile. 

Move house, change your job, it doesn't matter. You keep your Personal Number and keep in 
touch. Calls are simple to re-route, with no direct charges. You can take calls where and when 
you want. More importantly, no lost calls mean no lost business. You can even choose your own 
memorable number by matching letters of your name or business to those on the phone keypad. 
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jj Reserve your personal number by calling 07000 707070 now. 
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NUMBER COMPANY PLC 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH VODAFONE GROUP 

07000 70 70 70 

Get personal if you want to get ahead 

Wade enquiriaa welcome: 07000 654321. Special rates Tor corporaio users: 07000 717171. Due off coddbcbqd fee from £120+- VAT. 

Calls to mobile phones charged at the mobile rate. 
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For a great Fun halF-term holiday, at a great price, catch our Hovercraft- Or our SeaCat From Folkestone to Boulogne For £69 S day return car +5. With the speed of our crossings. 

35 minutes an Hovercraft and 55 minutes on SieaCaL you'll have more time to enjoy your stay in France. And on presentation oF your Hoverspeed ticket you’ll receive a special discount 
when you visit Nauslcaa sea-world and Bagatelle leisure park in Boulogne.* Bal Parc theme park in Toumehem: and Marquenterre. s bird park at Rue. Book and travel beFore 

30/06/96. Call Hoverspeed Reservations or see your local travel agent. 
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Iron horses roar on 

to the Silk Road 
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Smoke screen: Firefighters douse the flames at the central post office, one of Bombay's oldest buildings, dating 
from the 19th century. No one was injured in the fire, which was caused by a short circuit Photograph: Savrta 


, HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

The Great Game for oil, trade 
and power in Central Asia took 
a new turn away from Russia 
yesterday with the opening of a 
railway link that gives the first 
alternative rail route into die re- 
gion from Iranian ports tn the 
Gulf; from Turkish factories, 
from London or Peking, 

Leaders of states tike Iran 
and Turkey and the* new coun- 
tries of Central Asia flocked to 
an inaugural ceremony for the 
newiV built 300-km Mashad- 
Tfafanep connection at Sarakhs, 
a remote dust-blown outpost oa 
the border between Turk- 
menistan and Iran. 

Sarakhs was once a spot 
where British players of the old 
imperial Great Game against 
Moscow entered or left then- 
friendly Persian territory. Yes- 
terday's opening is asymbol of 
the advantage that Iran, now 




anti-Western, has gained in the 
new game that pits it not only 
against Rcssia but also Thiicey, 
China, other regional states 
and Western oil and mining 
mdtinationals. 

The opening will be followed 
by a gathering today of leaders 
of the Economic Cooperation 

tbeSShLab 

Middle East and Muslimaouth- 
west Asia. It is the descendant 
of the Baghdad Fact and other 
anti-Soviet alliances of the old 
“northern tier” but has gone in 
a different direction * 1^ was 
ever intended by its architects 
in Washington. 

“We don’t know quite what 
to do about the Sarakhs open- 
ing,'’ said a US official in Cen- 
tral Aria. “On one hand, it is 
helping hade and stability in the 
new states. On the other, it is 
opening the way for Iran. I ex- 
pect We'D be standing on the 
sidelines, wagging our finger. 
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The Swedish Exchange rate. 

A Saab 900 for £199* a month 


For a limited period you can get an 
exciting 2 litre, 1 6 valve, 1 30 bhp Saab for 
just £ 199* a month. 

And for the safety conscious, the 900i 
comes with ABS brakes, the unique Saab 
safeseat, side impact protection, drivers 
airbag and power steering. 

If you think this is a fair exchange then 
why not arrange a test drive. Call us on 
0800 626 556. But be quick, the offer ends 
on 28th June 1996. 


£199 


12.5 




beyond the 
conventional 


PLUS INITIAL AND OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENTS 


Typical example: Saab 9G0i 

Period of hire 

On the road cash price 

Deposit 

Advance 

Monthly payments 
Final payment/guaranteed 
minimum future value 
APR 

Total amount payablei 

Contract based on 37 months/ 1 0,000 
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37 months 

£1 

4.995,00 

£ 

4,676.94 

£1 

0,318.06 

36 x 

£199.00 

£ 

6,100.00 


1 2.5% 


£18.025.94 
miles pa 
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reman, Ankara has been side 
JjnKfby its own weakness and 


or not, Iran nas oecu 
ter in Central Asia and the Cau- 
casus in the pa® 1 coup ,e 01 
years. It has dropped its em- 
phasis oh Mamie fundamen- 
talism to pursue a more 
traditional Iranian foreign and 
trade policy which has, for m- 


lationshrp with Christian 
Armenia than with Shia Mus- 
lim Azerbaijan. 

Iran enjoys natural geo- 
graphical advantages. For those 
ready to deal with its bureau- 
cracy, it offers a direct route to 
warm -water ports from Arme- 
nia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan 
and Kazakhstan, by road, by a 
short voyage across the Caspi- 
an Sea. or now by raiL 

On Saturday President Nur- 
sultan Nazarbayev of Kaza- 
khstan signed an agreement 
with Iran that will allow 40,000 
barrels a day of Kaza kh oil ex- 
ports through Iran, by means of 
“swaps” with Iranian oil in the 
Gxdffor now and in the future 
by pipeline through Turk- 
menistan. 

Iran also looks likely to take 
a 10-per-cent stake in an Azeri 
oil project to develop the 
ShaJm-deniz field. 

Western pressure had forced 
F w k»i to cancel a stake offered 
to Iran in the first BP-led con- 
sortium that wfll develop three 
fields farther north. 

“The SSlk Road railway ... is 
the bridge for the region and the 
world and is a dear example of 

Iran's priority on regional co- 
operation,’’ tiie Iranian Presi- 
dent, Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Ra&anjani, said at a 
ceremony in Sarakhs. 

Former Soviet states around 
the Q*-Spfa" also need to court 
Iran in their dispute with Rus- 
sia over whether the Caspian is 
a lake, whose underground re- 
sources must be shared, ora sea, 

whose oilfields are the proper- 
ly of the state whose shoreline 
isdosesL 

Iran has so far backed Rus- 
sia’s attempt to force everyone 
to share natural resources un- 
der the “lake” definition. This 


JJd give it a «y ,n lho 3Ctsvll!CS ’ 

asserted a dominance built oQ 
two centuries of tsanst and I &> 
vS rale of the Caucasus and a 

5S to Central A*-G» 

gia has given hack 
mlRussSn troops and AontniJ 
haSed dozens of joint mil- 
itary agreements. Kazakhstan 
and ^yKtan this, month 
joined the customs union with 
Russia and Belarus. 

Moscow’s blockade of Kaza- 
khstan's oil exports has been k- 

sotved by an agreement to build 

the main Kazakh P i P{* 1 ‘ ne 
through Russia to the Black Sea 
port of Novorossiysk. Russia has 
been given a 25 -per-cent stake 
and the Russian LUKoil con- 
glomerate a 123 -pcr-cent stake. 

A ze rbaijan, which is still re- 
sisting taking back Russian 
troops, has also given a stake to 
LUKoil in its main BP-1- i con- 
sortium and has pledged to ex- 
port half of its first flows of oil 
through Russia to the Black Sea. 

The other half is to go to the 
Black Sea through Georgia. 
But Turkey's new government 
has withdrawn an offer to fi- 
nance the pipeline, upset that 
the consortium had not agreed 
to its conditions and still hop- 
ing a pipeline can be built to the 
Mediterranean across Turkey. 
Ankara has also reiterated 
warnings tbit it will prevent 
large amount s of oil from Rus- 
sia's Black Sea ports using the 
Bosporus, where tankers pass 
within metres of parts of Is- 
tanbul, with its millions of peo- 
ple. As yet, however, Utile new 
ofl or gas is being exported from 
anywhere. 

And in the meantime it is of- 
ten Turkish entrepreneurs who 
are opening up businesses all 
over the Caucasus and Central 
Asia, from bakeries and restau- 
rants to banks, bottling plants, 
bus and track-making factories 
and textile mills. 

These are often done with 
Wfestera partners. In fact, vir- 
tually no projects belong ex- 
clusively to any one country. 

And it is entirely typical that 
one of the pioneers exporting 
oil from Central Asia by ship 
and rafl through Iran was ac- 
tually a Turk. 


Hopes rise for 
talks with N Korea 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

South Korea, the United States 
and Japan wfll emerge today 
from a two-day conference 
aimed at setting up talks with 
communist North Korea, in an 
atmosphere of cautions opti- 
mism about the prospects for 
peace on the peninsula. 

The meeting, on the South 
Korean island of Cheju, is the 
latest in a series of diplomatic 
initiatives designed to defuse 
tension between Seoul and Py- 
ongyang since a tense interlude 
last month, when troops from 
the communist North illegally 
entered the demilitarised zone 
between the two countries. Its 
focus has been a proposal, 
made last month by President 
Bill Clinton and die South Ko- 
rean President, Kim Young- 
sam, for peace talks between the 
two Koreas, plus the US and 
China — the four signato ries of 
the Korean Armistice, which 
brought an uneasy end to the 
Korean 'War in 1953. 

Ever since then, the two rides 


proposal, and desisted from 
farther provocations on the 


border. China has been cau- 
tiously positive and the South 
Koreans seem to be overcom- 
ing their fear of being sidelined. 

Freed of domestic political 
pressures by its success tn recent 
elections, the government has 
decided to give the North Ko- 
rean situation the serious diplo- 
matic attention it requires. 

Three days ago, the US am- 
bassador to Seoul, James 
Laney, delivered a striking 
speech which recast 43 years of 
US-South Korean policy on 
the pe nin sul a . “In the absence 
of other tools with which to 
change its circumstances, the 
North may look for other ways 
of using the only remaining as- 
set which commands interna- 
tional respect- military might,” 
he told a conference in Seoul. 
“We should tone down our 
rhetoric and lurid language 
[and] realise that they are dri- 
ven not by arrogance but by in- 
security ... Everyone's interests 
are served by economic assis- 
tance to the North, reduction of 
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across the heavily armed de- 
militarised zone. AH attempts at 
dialogue between the two Ko- 
reas have foiled. The North has 
taken to insisting that ft will 

peace with the US alone, but the 
thought of being left out of any 
treaty terrifies Seoul, even more 
than the possibility of a last ditch 
attadc ty a desperate North Ko- 
rean military. 

Since the Qinton-Kim pro- 
posal, however, the atmosphere 
has wanned. While it has not yet 
formally responded to the idea 
of the four-way talks, Pyon gy an g 
has asked for more details on the 


North-South engagement. 
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Brief respite for Liberian exiles 


IN BRIEF 


Mandela announces new cabinet jobs 


VINCENT TSAS 
Reuter 

Ibfcoradf - Thousands of Liber- 
ian war refugees, many sick af- 
ter a week at sea, were brought 
ashore from a crippled freighter 
yesterday and put in heavily- 
guarded quayside tents at tins 
Ghanaian port, witnesses said. 

“They have all been brought 
down and kept in tents which 
were erected on the quay yes- 
terday. The military are every- 
where,” said a witness. 

Nearly 4,000 passengers free- 
ing violence and anarchy in 
Monrovia, Liberia’s capital, are 


unwanted by the country's 
neighbours who say they are fed 
up with its six-year-old civil 
war and refugee problem. 

The refugees' respite ashore 
is likely to be only temporary - 
just long enough for repairs to 
be earned out to the vessel. 

As the passengers, including 
hundreds of women and chil- 
dren, left the rusting Nigerian 
freighter Bulk Challenge Ghana 
made clear in a statement that 
it was sticking to its derision not 
to admit the refugees. 

It cited the need to avoid un- 
dermining Hgfrorwre taken last 
week on halting renewed aril 


war in Liberia by the Econom- 
ic Community of West African 
States (Ecowas) of which Ghana 
holds the rotating presidency. 

“Care must be taken in order 
not to create a panic situation in 
Monrovia which will unduly 
generate more exodus of Liberi- 
ans into neighbouring countries 
which are already saddled with 
playing host to hundreds of 
thousands of Liberian refuses,” 
the Foreign Ministry statement 
said. 

“The vessel which is an- 
chored just outside the harbour 
will be expected to set sail for 
Monrovia or wherever the cap- 


tain would decide," it added. 

Ivory Coast, saying hundreds 
of the passengers were Liberian 
gunmen, forced the Bulk Chal- 
lenge back to sea last Thursday 
after emergency repairs. 

Sierra Leone has blocked 
another vessel, the fishing boat 
Victory Reefer, with 700 refugees 
off Freetown. 

There were also signs yes- 
terday of international anger at 
the treatment of the Liberian 
refugees, particularly the 
freighter passengers - many of 
them sick, suffering diarrhoea 
and packed together on board 
with only one toilet. 


The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
Sadaka Ogata, pleaded: “Unless 
the door is open to them, a lot 
of people, many of them 
women and children, may die.” 
She said the UNHCR was pre- 
pared to help countries that 
gram asylum to the Liberians. 

Emma Bonino, the Euro- 
pean Union's humanitarian af- 
fairs commissioner, said: “1 am 
deeply shocked at the sight of 
thousands of helpless and hope- 
less civilians who are being 
scut from one port to another, 
and denied the right to proper 
refuge and assistance.” 


The commission said its Eu- 
ropean Community Humani- 
tarian Office would provide 
emergency assistance to 
refugees and money for the few 
aid agencies still operating in 
Liberia. It did not say how 
much it would rive. 

A witness said more than 200 
soldiers of the African Ecomog 
peace-keeping force stationed 
in Liberia were among the pas- 
sengers. In Monrovia Ecomog 
chief of staff, Brjgidjer-Gabrid 
Anyankpele. confirmed that 
soldiers were on board and the 
shooting incident on Sunday in 
which two passengers died. 





Search for jet 
hampered by 
black swamp 



PHIL DAVISON 

Miami 

While sharpshooters peered 
through the scopes of automatic 
rifles looking for alligators, po- 
lice divers waded up to their 
shoulders in greasy black water, 
bending their helmets into the 
murk and groping with their 
hands after each step forward. 
There were 30 of them, like 
spacemen, advancing painstak- 
ingly in lines of five, looking for 
bodies, or more likely body 
parts, from a crashed cut-price 
airliner sucked into the famed 
Everglades swamp on Saturday 
with 109 people on board. 

“This is tough stuff out 
there,” said Robert Francis, 
vice-chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB), which has taken over 
the rescue operation. 

The police divers were joined 
yesterday by US Navy under- 
water experts with "pinger" 
sonar equipment they hoped 
would locate signals from the 
plane's flight recorders. 

After cutting through razor- 
sharp, 8ft sawgrass on so- 
called air boats - fan-propelled 
platforms driven by socalled 
“swamp rats” who usually fish 
the swamps or ferry tourists - 
the rescuers found the plane’s 
engines and parts of its pale blue 
tailplane on Sunday evening. 


But there appeared to be lit- 
tle else. Mr Francis said it was 
the most difficult rescue his ex- 
perts had ever faced. Some 
rescuers said yesterday they 
had touched - poking with 
poles - a large, sunken piece of 
debris which cookl be part of the 
fuselage. But the problem was 
how to get it out of sinking 
swamps 300 yards from the 
nearest levfie and reachable 
only by the grass-cutting air- 
boats. 

Rescuers began talking of 
weeks, rather than days. 

US Navy underwater experts 
arrived yesterday to probe the 
murky water, where divers said 
they could not even see their 
hands in front of them. The 
divers also expressed fears that 
deadly 12-foot alligators which 
inhabit the area, but would 
have fled the spilt fuel on Sat- 
urday, may return, attracted 
by the bodies. 

It was an eerie, surreal sight, 
with the whirl of helicopter 
blades, the boatfans, the drat- 
ter of confused birds and the 
buzz of local “deerflies” and 
mosquitos sporadically inter- 
rupting otherwise total sflence. 
The swamp seemed to have lit- 
erally swallowed up the entire 
aircraft into its sawgrass cover, 
20ft layer of mud, soggy peat 
and limestone base. 

Only a slightly darker 
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Rescuers comb the Florida swamp in search of bodies and aircraft parts yesterday 


shading, perhaps from aviation 
fuel but looking as though the 
site was under a smaD cloud, 
gave a hint as to where the plane 
sank. By yesterday, the area 
looked like a flooded gplf 
course as rescuers planted or- 
ange frags to mark the path of 
their probe. 

Some rescue workers were 
seen carrying a few military-style 
body bags from the swamp to 


Menem blasts cat-eating film 


Buenos Aires (Reuter) — Pres- 
ident Carlos Menem yesterday 
denounced journalists who 
filmed starving slam dwellers 
eating cats as “Lraitors”, saying 
they had besmirched Argenti- 
na's international image. 

“They are real traitors. How 
can they be so irresponsible as 
to put those kmds of images that 
damage the country on all the 
television networks around the 
world?” Mr Menem asked. 

Footage of poor families 
skinning, gutting and cooking 


cats in Argentina’s second 
biggest city'. Rosario, last week 
stunned a nation which is rich 

sparked criticisms of*govem- 
ment neglect. 

Mr Menem said on local 
radio that the reports were a 
“disgrace” and claimed that 
the media had paid the poor to 
grill the animals. 

Last week, after Rosario's 
mayor, Hermes Bruner, made 
s ipnbff accusations, a leading 
commentator, Mariano Gron- 
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dona, invited residents of the 
Rosario slum to his live televi- 
sion programme, which is one 
of the most widely watched in 
Argentina, where they insisted 
that they eat cats for nourish- 
mentand not for money. 

The images were shot in the 
slums surrounding Rosario, 1 85 
miles (300 kmj north of Buenos 
Aires. Industries have shriv- 
elled in the town in recent 
years and the jobless rate has 
jumped to 21 per cent compared 
to a national rate of 16 per cent 
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You will be amazed at the 
multitude of uses for vine- 
gar. This common house- 
hold product is packed 
with goodness. In a new 
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ways our forebears used this 
small fruit, 
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coroners* vans on a nearby 
sand-and-stone levee, or cause- 
way. The bags were dearly not 
empty but nor did they appear 
to weigh enough to carry entire 
bodies. Local officials looking 
on from a distance said the bags 
may have contained body parts, 
personal effects or “sensitive de- 
bris,” which may be able to cast 
light on Saturday s crash of the 
ValuJet airline DC-9. It went 

Mayor 
Barry is 
reunited 
with God 

RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

After a two-week provindal 
tour, the Marion Barry show 
came borne yesterday. Saying 
that “God chose me, God work- 
ing through the people put me 
in the mayor’s office,” Mr Bar- 
ry was back in ’Washington, pro- 
nouncing himself drug nee, 
drink free and now cigarette 
free, ready to take back the helm 
of hapless Washington DC. 

Thus ended, with a public ad- 
dress that better belonged at a 
Southern Baptist revivals! meet- 
ing than a gathering of senior ad- 
ministrative aides, an impromptu 
break that led to fevered specu- 
lation that after some 16 years, 
one of the country’s most con- 
troversial elected officials might 
be about to step down. 

But nothing of the sort. The 
search for “spiritual and phys- 
ical renewal” had succeeded, the 
mayor proclaimed. At retreats 
first on the Maryland shore and 
then in St Louis, be had “met 
every goal", was “spiritually re- 
connected with God”. 

The performance was quin- 
tessential Barry. The mood was 
that special biend of apology, re- 
demption and celebration, and 
his reception was little short of 
ecstatic. 

“Our leader is a visionary, 
who can encourage others,” 
exulted Michael Rogers, a city 
administrator. Mr Barry himself 
filled the air with promises. He 
was more determined than ever 
“to bring hope to where hope 
has died, faith to where faith has 
been lost". But words alone will 
not restore the city's faith. 

Contrary to rumour, Mr Bar- 
ry denied he had slipped back 
into alcoholism, or the drug use 
which led in 1990 to his arrest 
on crack cocaine charges and 
subsequent six- mouth jail term. 

But only last week, contract- 
ing powers of the DC Depart- 
ment of Human Services were 
taken from the mayor's hands. 
While the immediate threat of 
bankruptcy has receded, with- 
in months the city will again 
have to borrow massively. And 
its infrastructure continues to ! 
crumble. Spring is here, and | 
foot-deep potholes still stud ' 


down eight minutes after taking 
off from Miami International 
Airport to Atlanta, Georgia, as 
35-year-old woman pilot, Can- 
dalyn Kubeek, attempted to 
return to the airport because of 
black smoke in the plane. 

The British vice-consul in 
Orlando, Florida. Linda Nassar, 
said she was trying to confirm 
reports of up to three Britons 
on board, named as Roger and 
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Devlin Loughney and James 
Allaway, the latter believed to 
have been a Miami resident 
The first two may have been 
wrongly listed as Britons be- 
cause they had arrived from the 
UK before buying ‘‘walk-up” 
tickets to Atlanta, she said. 
ValuJet said il had contacted 
all next-of-kin but the British 
vice-consul said the airline bad 
not yet passed on details. 


Cape Town — President Nelson 
Mandela yesterday appointed 

new ministers to fill (he gaps in 
the South African cabinet cre- 
ated by the withdrawal of the 
white-led National Party. He 
said that he had derided to 
merge the Ministries of Agri- 
culture and Land Affairs and 
ihat the new ministry would be 
headed by Land Affairs Minis- 
ter Derek Hanckom. Deputy 
Minister of Welfare and Popu- 
lation Development. Geraldine 
Fraser-MolckelL is promoted to 
minister. Mohammed Vhili Moosa takes over from Roclf Mey- 
er as Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development Minis- 
ter. Deputy Minister of Home Affairs Penucll Maduna becomes 
Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs, replacing Pik Botha. Ptil- 
lo Jordan, ousted as Posts and Telecommunications Minister last 
month, returns to the cabinet to replace Dawie de Viliiers as En- 
vironmental Affairs and Tourism Minister. Reuter 

Chinese leader calls for help to Africa 

Addis Ababa — Chinese President Jiang Zemin appealed to 
wealthy nations la lighten Africa’s $313hn (£203bn) foreign-debt 
load, saying it was impeding development on the world's poor- 
est continent. Jiang made the call in Ethiopia in a keynote speech 
on China's Africa policy before leaving for Egypt on the third 
leg of a six-nation African tour. His visit, the first to Africa by a 
Chinese leader, is seen partly as a response to Taiwan's diplo- 
matic forays on the continent. Reuter 

Croatia's rights record worries West 

Strasbourg — The Council of Europe may delay Croatia's ac- 
cession this week out of concern over recent decisions on civil 
liberties by President Franjo Tudjman, a source dose to the sec- 
retary-general said. The source said concern focused on Tudj man’s 
derisions to dissolve the democratically-elected Zagreb city coun- 
cil dominated by the opposition, and on ihc prosecution of sev- 
eral independent newspapers. Reuter 

French rail gives gay couples equality 

Paris — Homosexual couples can now get cheap seats on French 
trains - provided their local town hall certifies they Ihc togeth- 
er, the state railway company SNCF said. A spokeswoman said 
SNCF had extended to homosexual couples the 25 per cent fare 
cut previously granted to heterosexual couples. Reuter 

Greenpeace makes an eastern foray 

Geneva — Greenpeace announced it would be sending ils peace 
ship the MV Greenpeace to China next month to protest against 
Chinese plans to conduct nuclear weapons tests. The environ- 
mental group said the vessel would visit Sydney and Manila before 
arriving off the coast of Shanghai in early June where it would 
remain for three to four days. It was the first time a Greenpeace 
boat had ever been sent to the communist country, il said. .-IP 

Indian left may bid for power 

New Delhi — India's main communist party agreed to consider 
leading a bid for power after ils socialist partners unanimously 
asked Marxist veteran Jyoti Basu to be their prime ministerial 
candidate. A meeting of the National Front-Left Front urged Basu 
to consider the role barely hours after his Communist Party 
of India-Maxxist (CPI-M) ruled out any role in a new govern- 
ment Reuter 

Israeli shot dead in West Bank 

Jerusalem — Palestinian guerrillas shot dead an Israeli in the 
West Bank. The Arab gunmen fired first at an Israeli bus near 
the settlement of Beit El, north of Jerusalem, but no one was hit 
an Israeli'in charge of security in settlements in the area said. 
The gunmen then drove on and shot towards a group of young 
Jewish men standing along the road, severely wounding two of 
them. Israel Radio said one of the men was hit in the head and 
later died of his wounds. Reuter 
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no more rushing to beat closing time 


Not afl banks are the same. R rst Direct sat out to change the face at banking In 1 989. We were com mitted 
to providing a service that enabled customers to arrange their backing around their fives, on then- tares. We 
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never be treated tike a number again 


Because First Drect does not need any rtgh street branches, we can invest the cost savings we make 
into training and new technology. We recrutt m* staff first and foremost on the basis of their people skfis and 
then equip them with the necessary banking acumen. Oir customers find that they are always treated with 
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arrange to pay thee household bib hy phone, sfenply teBng us who to pay. how much and when. Our typroa&i 
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Many tf our customers find thatjust a three minute call each month 
is all it takes to manage their finances. With every First Direct Cheque 
Account comes the First Direct Card, which guarantees cheques lor up 
to £100. Your Card also allows you to withdraw up to £500 dally from 
the cash machines of Midland, NoMfest, TSB, Clydesdale, Northern and 
the Ftoyal Bank of Scotland. 
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hcuroig jxinJijve bar* charges for going a few pounds overdawn seems as nonsensical to ua as rt 
does to you. That's why at Rret Direct there are no charges for witting cheques, standing orders, drect 
debits and cash machine withdrawals, even il your account la overdrawn. Yfcu also gat an automatic 

overdraft fadkty ol up to £250 free of any arrangement lees, to help with monthly budgeting. All you pay is 

a competitive rate of interest on the precise amount you borrow. 
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Serge Chermayeff 


Serge Chermayeff was an ar- 
chitect. designer and thinker, 
one of the last surviving creators 
of 1930s Modernism in Eng- 
land. During that period he act- 
ed with energy and enterprise 
to demonstrate the invigorating 
possibilities of synthesising art 
and science. As a teacher in 
America in the second half of 
his life, he affirmed his delight 
in the world of pure ideas, 
often putting them to use as 
offensive weapons. 

Chermayeffs route to archi- 
tecture was unconventional. 
He was bom Sergius Ivanovich 
Issakovitch at Grozny, in what 
is now Chechnya. His Jewish 
ancestors, according to family 
legend, had migrated from 
Spain to introduce new breed- 
ing stock into the cattle herds 
of Prince Kropotkin, soon after 
the Napoleonic wars. Instead of 
returning they were given land 
in the south and bred horses un- 
til the oil beneath the land 
earned them a sudden fortune. 


They were a close-knit and cul- 
tivated family and they chose to 
educate Serge in England, at a 
preparatory school from the age 
of 10 and afterwards at Harrow. 
He Erst learnt drawing in Eng- 
land under the liberal aegis of 
the Royal Drawing Society. 

The Russian Revolution re- 
moved the family fortune al- 
though his parents managed to 
escape to Berlin after the Fust 
World Wit. Serge had a place 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
but after a brief spell as an in- 
terpreter to the Bntish forces in 
Murmansk be began a career as 
a journalist covering new dance 

crazes, in which he participat- 
ed and won several international 
competitions. He was tall and 
physically impressive, with a 
large head and hands. He spent 
a year in Argentina, where he 
was a partner in a dance hall in 
Buenos Aires and earned his 
passage back escorting the 
horse of an Harrovian friend. In 
1924, after his father's death, he 


assumed the name of Cher- 
mayeff and began work with an 
interior design firm specialising 
in period interiors* designing 
stage sets in his spare time. 

The emergence of the Mod- 
ernist Chermayeff took place in 
the middle years of the 1920s 
with periods of study and trav- 
el abroad. In 1928 he married 
Barbara Maitland May, whom 
he had met at a tennis party in 
Sussex, and became a British cit- 
izen. Her energy matched his 
and they remained an insepa- 
rable team. He joined Wiring 
and GIDaw to develop the Mod- 
em Design Studio, a personal 
scheme of Lord Waring in 
which the Parisian designer 
Paul Follot was also involved. 
The bare simplicity of conti- 
nental modern rooms was still 
unpalatable to English taste, as 
was the flashier side of Art 
Deco, but Chermayeff tackled 
the problem of a Modernism for 
England and produced rooms 
which were harmonious and 
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Seaside democracy: De La Ware PavMon, BexhiU, 1935 


quietly comfortable with ve- 
neered furniture, abstract rugs 
and careful layout His own 
bouse interiors at 52 Abbey 
Road of 1930 were at the lead- 
ing edge of English design, and 
in the same year his interiors for 
the Cambridge Theatre, with 
golden arches concealing the 
auditorium lightings, went 
beyond An Deco towards a sys- 
tematic analysis of the audi- 
ence’s psychological needs. 

The onset of the Depression 
broke Lord Waring and Cher- 
mayeff launched his own prac- 
tice as an “interior architect". 
He set up Plan Ltd to market 
modern furniture and other 
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values of anonymity combined 
with comfort. His steel-framed 
chairs bad sprung seats and 
wooden arm-rests. With Wells 
Coates and Raymond Mc- 
Grath, both uncotwentional fig- 
ures on the design scene, he 
designed interiors for Broad- 
casting House, opened in 1932. 
At the same time he schemed 
for the new world of design, 
founding the 20th Century 
Group and joining Theodore 
Wijdeveid, Eric GiU, Paul Hin- 
demith and Amedfie Ozenfant 
in launching the abortive 
Acad£mie Europ6enne Mddit- 
eirande. Chermayeff’s aware- 
ness of art, science and policies 
grew with his friendship with 
Gill, JJX Bernal, Julian Huxley 
and Joho Piper, whose abstracts 
of the 1930s influenced his own 
considerable work as a painter 
in later years. He appeared on 
radio and later on early televi- 
sion. Paul Nash wrote in 1932 
that Chermayeff w . . . has prob- 
ably done more to bring about 
a change of taste than any de- 
signer in England today.” 

In 1933 Chermayeff dis- 
played a Weekend House at the 
Dorland Hall, a prototype for 
a low-rise system complete with 
Plan furniture, transferring and 
enlarging the display over the 
following winter at Wbiteleys. 
He completed his first building, 
a small flat-roofed house in 
Rugby, and became a Fellow of 


the RIBA. This was just in 
time for Chermayeff to offer a 
partnership to Erich Mendel- 
sohn, one of the distinguished 
6migr& from Nazi Germany 
and a friend of several years' 
standing. They installed their of- 
fice on the top Boor of the Pan- 
theon, Oxford Street. Their 
combined talents won the com- 
petition for the De La 9&rr 
Pavilion at BerfuU in 1934, and 
when opened a year later it was 
the first major modem public 
braiding in Britain, technically 
innovative with its welded steel 
frame and finely finished inte- 
riors, expressive of seaside 
democracy. Chermayeff com- 
nrisskmed a mural from Edward 
Wadsworth to improve the spa- 
tial quality of the restaurant. 

Mendelsohn and Chermayeff 
built houses at Chalfont St 
Giles and Old Church Street, 
Chelsea which are subtle and 
mature in their genre. Their of- 
fice operated as two separate 
teams, and Chermayeff's con- 
tribution may have been un- 
dervalued, particularly since 

working is Palestine. T^eyde- 
vised grand schemes for hous- 
ing and hotels which remained 
unbuilt but introduced Cher- 
mayeff to a larger scale of 
thinking. After the dissolution 
of die partnership in 1936 Che r- 
mayeff completed three major 
buildings, the Gilbey Offices in 
Camden Town, an urbane cor- 
ner block with special sound- 
proofing measures, the 1C1 
Laboratories at Blackley, Man- 
chester and his own house at 
Bentley Wood, Hafland, East 
Sussex The latter was a timber- 
frame structure in Jairah wood 
with cedar cladding, poised in 
the landscape on a brick plinth. 
It was treated as a research lab- 
oratory for domestic design 
and servicing but never ceased 
to be a work of art which, with 
Henry Moore’s fine Recum- 
bent Figure (now in the Tkte) on 
its pedestal at the end of the ter- 
race, summarised ten years of 
searching for an English Mod- 
ernism in architecture. 




The Chermayeffs, now with 
two sons, had tittle time to en i- 
joy Ben ttey Wood. They moved 
mat the lime of the Munich cri- 
sis in 1938 and soon after the 
outbreak of war they sold up 
and left unwillingly for the 
United Stales since Serge could 
find no work of national im- 
portance despite his efforts fb 
enlist Their belongings were 
auctioned to friends ox put in 
store, later to suffer bomb dam- 
age. Serge and Barbara set off 
for the west coast in a Ford con- 
vertible to seek their fortune. 
Conditions for practice were not 
easy, and although Chermayeff 
buflt two interesting small hous- 
es in the Bay Area of San Fran- 
cisco he turned to lecturing 
and in 1942 was appointed 
rhafTTri aT ) of the Department of 
Art at Brooklyn College, where 
he remodelled the programme 
to make it responsive to social 
needs in design. Chermayeff’s 
advocacy for Britain’s war effort 
and the radicalism of his teach- 
ing were frowned on in high 
places and put him at a disad- 
vantage, bat he succeeded Lap 
zlo Moholy-Nagy as president 
of the Chicago Institute of De- 
sign in 1946, where he again 
transformed the course, intro- 
ducing architecture in the con- 
text of ^Environmental Design” 
which he saw as the total soope 
of ardmectere, design and plan- 
ning. In the same year he be- 
came an American citizen. 

Chermayeff became a Pro- 
fessor at Harvard under JJL 
Sect in 1952 and ran a small 

S ractice in Cambridge mostly 
esigning holiday houses, 
never without an eye to their po- 
tential as prototypes. His in- 
terest turned to the courtyard 
house as a solution, to the prob- 
lem of suburban sprawl and the 
inadequacies of the typical 
American tract house. The re- 
search was published in Com- 
munity and Privacy (1963), 
written with his graduate stu- 
dent Christopher Alexander. 
Chermayeffs own house at 
New Haven, built in 1963 on 
taking up a post at Yale, is a 


demonstration of the book’s 
idea which can be traced far 
back into his early career as a 
designer. A further book. The 
Shape of Community (with 
Alexander Tzonis) was pub- 
lished in 1971, two years after 
Chermayeffs retirement as 
Professor Emeritus. Briefly 
among the Yale students were 
Sir Richard Rogers and Sir 
Norman Foster. 

During the 1970s Chermay- 
eff became depressed by the 
condition of the world. He 
withdrew increasingly from 
public life, and on his final vis- 
it to London in 1980 told the So- 
ciety of Industrial Artists and 
Designers: “Man feces the op- 
tions of survival or catastrophe. 
Time is running out." Having 
earned a reputation for a fero- 
cious temper, Chermayeff en- 
dured old age, deafness and 
Post-modernism with stoicism 
and a liberal flow of dry Mar- 
tinis at his summer cottage at 






Chermayeff: taO and impressive, with '• 


and hands 


WcHflcet, Cape Cod which be- 
came his main residence after 
1972, producing sheaves uf ab- 
stract drawings in felt pen. His 
principal archive of papers was 
deposited at the Avery Library, 
Columbia University and forms 
the basis for the book Design 
and the Public Good , published 
in 1982. His drawings, of which 
unhappily few pre-war examples 
survive, were divided between 
Columbia and the RIBA Draw- 
ings Collection in London. He 
was proud of the achievements 
of his sons, Peter as an architect 
and Ivan as a graphic designer, 
but did not actively cultivate his 
own reputation which remains 
to be fully assessed. 

Alan Powers 

Sergius tvanovitch Issakovitch 
(Serge Chermayeff ). architect: 
bom Grozny 8 October 1900; 
married 1928 Barbara Maitland 
May (two sons); died IVedflecL, 
Massachusetts 8 May 1996. 


Dr John Lawrence 


Joan Thirkettle 


The northern industrial town of 
Leigh and the sprawling rural 
idyll of Wensleydale arc irrev- 
ocably joined in the minds of a 
whole generation of rheuma- 
tologists internationally. It was 
in these two diverse locations in 
the 1950s and 1960s (hat John 
Lawrence undertook his unique 
intensive surveys of the local 
populations to understand the 
frequency of occurrence and 
causes of the major types of 
arthritis. 

Scores of residents willingly 
allowed Lawrence to question 
them in depth and systemati- 
cally examine their joints, lit- 
erally from head to toe. They 
also agreed to give a sample of 
blood and be comprehensively 
X-rayed whether or not they 
had any joint pains. The data 
from those surveys, analysed by 
hand, altered our understand- 
ing of the frequency and origins 
of the different forms of arthri- 
tis. Anxieties about radiation 
exposure and changing atti- 
tudes to public participation in 
research mean that such 
studies will never be repeated. 

It was Lawrence's chief, Pro- 
fessor J.H. Kcllgrcn. who had 
the vision to initiate this work. 
Keilgrcn, the first professor 
of rheumatology ia the United 
Kingdom, provided the leader- 
ship and support which, with 
Lawrence's patient attention 
to detail, made them a 
formidable partnership. TTieir 
initial surveys were of muscu- 
loskeletal complaints in coal 
miners in the late 1940s. 
Subsequently, in 1954, Kell- 
gren successfully established 
the Field Survey Unit at 
Manchester University, funded 
by the Empire Rheumatism 
Council (now- the Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Council). Law- 
rence. then a lecturer in occu- 
pational health, was the obvious 
choice to bo its first Director. 
This unit is still in existence over 
40 years later, an almost unique 
achievement in any area of 


epidemiology (the study of how 
diseases occur in populations). 

Kcllgren and Lawrence's ear- 
ly radiographic surveys showed, 
for the first time, bow common 
osteoarthritis (the degenera- 
tive arthritis of ageing) was, with 
few individuals escaping. They 
realised that reading X-rays 
was subjective, resulting in 
differences in interpretation 
between even experienced view- 
ers. It was therefore necessary 
to standardise the reading of X- 
rays for the presence and grad- 
ing of arthritis. Kcllgren and 
Lawrence therefore produced 
an Atlas of Standard Radi- 
ographs (1963), which remains 
the only internationally agreed 
scheme in common use. An in- 
vestigator presenting data at an 
international meeting today is 
still likely to be asked whether 



Lawrence: epidemiology 

the patients' X-rays studied 
satisfy “K&L grade 2 or 3". 

Based on studies in the 1950s 
and early 1960s. Lawrence also 
demonstrated the link between 
osteoarthritis and obesity, with 
a clear gradient of increasing 
risk of arthritis of weight- 
bearing joints, particularly the 
knee, with increasing weight. 
Mechanically this association 
made sense' It did however 
emphasise that osteoarthritis 
was not a consequence of age- 
ing and was, potentially at least. 


modifiable by an alteration in 
lifestyle. The problem is that 
neither Lawrence nor his suc- 
cessors have succeeded in 
changing public behaviour. 

Lawrence’s principal fasci- 
nation was with genetics. His 
work on genetics was not based 
on DNA and molecular biolo- 
gy but on the careful clinical 
study of affected individuals 
and their families. He compared 
the characteristics of such fam- 
ilies with those he had observed 
in the general population and 
calculated what he believed to 
be the genetic contribution to 
arthritis risk. His pioneering 
work comparing the occurrence 
of arthritis in the co-twin of 
affected identical and non- 
identical twins was a landmark 
in this respect. It was this work 
that Lawrence chose to high- 
light in his 1969 Heberden Ora- 
tion, entitled “Rheumatoid 
Arthritis: Nature or Nurture?" 
This annual lecture is probably 
the most prestigious award in 
UK rheumatology and the 
award to Lawrence, a man with 
no established academic title, 
was a mark of the respect in 
which he was held. His studies 
and reputation spread far 
outside the UK, and he trained 
many distinguished overseas 
investigators. His studies were 
enhanced by employing iden- 
tical methods to further com- 
pare the occurrence of arthritis 
in northern England, with 
that for example in Jamaica or 
in a native American Indian 
population. 

In 1977 his famous 
monograph Rheumatism in 
Populations was published, en- 
capsulating his lifetime’s con- 
tribution, This volume is a 
treasure trove of tables, graphs 
and charts for the serious stu- 
dent. Never a best-seller and not 
always easy to follow, it remains 
a unique collection of data to 
be cherished and exploited. 

Lawrence resigned from the 
Directorship of the Field Sur- 


vey Unit in 1968 but continued 
with his studies almost until he 
died. He was a regular visitor to 
the unit, pulling out an X-ray or 
a patient record. He main- 
tained contact with many of his 
study subjects, collecting farther 
information over the years, and 
continued to submit scientific 
communications of his find- 
ings. His brand of “shoe 
leather” epidemiology, with the 
investigator knocking on doors 
and painstakingly collecting his 
own data, has been supplanted 
by postal questionnaires, tele- 
phone interviews and clinic 
visits to a research nurse. His 
duplicated survey sheets have 
been superseded by computer- 
generated data capture forms 
appropriate for optical scanning, 
and his hand-calculated simple 
tabulations replaced by complex 
statistical models. Despite this 
Lawrence’s work has survived 
and is still regularly quoted, an 
achievement in an era where 
results can be out of date even , 
within a year. 

Sadly in his latter years, 
Lawrence developed Parkin- 
sonism that caused increasing- 
ly serious uxapacity. His regular ! 
attendances up to two to three > 
years ago at the convivial bian- 
nual North West Rheumatology , 
Cub ceased and his contribu- 
tion was missed. He was cared j 
for in his latter years by his sec- 
ond wife Ingle, who also sup- ! 
ported his continuing scientific i 
activities. He was a quiet gen- 
tle man most at ease reading a , 
pile of X-rays or interpreting , 
some columns of figures. The 
results of his labours will con- 1 
tinue to inform those seriously I 
interested in the discipline weJI j 
into the next century. I 

Alan Silman j 

John Stewart Lawrence, epi - , 
demiologist : bom Brechin, Tay- 1 
side 5 May 1908: married 1933 \ 
Ethel Clarke (two daughters; \ 
marriage dissolved), 1973 bade j 
Wrigfat; died Ecdes 6 May 1996. 


Good general news reporters 
wiD tell you they've got a 
tougher job than the Political 
Editors, the foreign corre- 
spondents and the other high- 
profile journalists. They are 
the people who come into the 
office often not knowing what 
stoiy they trill cover that day and 
then, when assigned to a stoiy, 
have to make themselves instant 
experts. 

That is how Joan Thirkettle 
made herself an expert in so 
many subjects after so many as- 
signments over so many years. 
In the process she became 
friends with many of the peo- 
ple she reported about - from 
High Court judges to pop stare. 

Her first job in television was 
fa 1965 as a trainee researcher 
at London's first commercial 
television station. Associated 
Rediffusion, where she worked 
on the most influential pop 
music programme of the era - 
Ready, Steady, Go. 

It was there that she first met 
a young record plugger, 
Richard Branson. Later, as an 
ITN reporter, she was to cover 
his transoceanic balloon and 
speedboat challenges and also 
the development of his busness 
career through Virgin Atlantic 
and Virgin Cola. 

Thirkettle's journalistic ca- 
reer after Ready, Steady, Go in- 
cluded spells on the Daify Mail, 
the Sunday Tunes, BBC Radio 
and British Forces Broadcast- 
fag, before joining the London 
Broadcasting Company (LBC) 
fa 1973. The early days of LBC 
are a source of extraordinary 
legends fa broadcasting and, 
amidst the shambles of the 
launch, a remarkable range of 


Albert MeJtzer. In our obituary 
on 10 May, we stated that Mr 
Melizer and Stuart Christie 
“were involved in the turn to- 
wards urban guerrilla methods 
which . . . culminated fa thk 
country fa the Angry Brigade fa 



Ttihtettte: a general reporter with a whole range of speaafisms 


talented people got their first 
hands-on broadcasting experi- 
ence - Jon Snow and Carol 
Barnes were, like Thirkettle, to 
graduate from there to ITN. 

Thirkettle joined UN fa 1974 
as a reporter at a time when 
women reporters were not 
scarce bn the screen but it was 
still unusual to see them on the 
sharp-end hard news stories of 
the day. 

Over the next 22 years she 
covered over 1,500 news stories 
for ITN. She reported on the 

the artistic talent offae*autis- 
tic boy Stephen 'Wiltshire, and 
was a member of the ITN team 
which won a Royal Television 
Society award for coverage of 
the Labour leader John Smith’s 
death. In recent years she had 
tended to specialise in legal sto- 
ries such as the appeal made by 
the Birmingham Six. 

Perhaps the abiding memo- 


the 1970s." Stuart Christie was 
acquitted of all charges relating 
to the activities of the Angry 
Brigade and Mr Meltzer was 
never considered a suspect by | 


imputation to the contrary. 


ry of Joan Thirkettle as a re- 
porter is a figure in a raincoat 
outside the High Cburt, com- 
peting with Che wind and the 
rain to tell of the events inside. 
The law became a specialism, 
but Thirkettle never became a 
specialist correspondent. She 
was a general reporter with a 
whole range of specialisms that 
included pop music, painting, 
health and adventure stories. To 
them all she brought extraor- 
dinary determination and was 
never afraid to tell the input 
desk what she thought of the 
assignment, or the output desk 
what she thought of what they’d 
done with her material. 

Her great integrity meant 
that she was sure of her facts 
and she was robust when 
those with vested interests 
would question them. 

When not reporting, Thir- 
kettle wrote short stories and 
studied natural history, politics 

Ademir Menezes, football 
player, died Rio de Janeiro 11 
May. aged 74. Member of the 
1950 Brazilian World Cup 
team, which lost fa the final to 
Uruguay. In .41 games for 
Brazil, he scored 35 goals. 


and foreign affairs. She was also 
an occasional presenter of mu- 
sic programmes on (he radio 
station Classic FM. One of the 
great joys of her days off was to 
walk from her home in her 
beloved Gloucester Crescent, 
Camden Tbwn, in north Lon- 
don, where she lived with her 
two children. Daisy and 
Michael, to Classic FM, just a 
few hundred yards away. 

To fellow residents of 
Gloucester Crescent, who in- 
cluded Alan Bennett and 
Jonathan Miller, she was some- 
thing of a community activist. 
She once told me when I was 
thinking of moving to the street 
that I would have to take my 
turn reading a lesson at the 
local church. 

Her circle of friends went 
much wider than industry col- 
leagues or local residents. It cov- 
ered a whole host of people 
she’d met while reporting the 
news. She won their friendship 
and respect as somebody who 
cared strongly, very strongly, 
about her job but also about the 
people who get caught up in the 
news. 

She will be missed by them 
and by the viewers to whom 
Joan Thirkettle had become just 
as much a part of their daily lives 
as the more famous newscast- 
ers of the day. For more than 
20 years she was part of the fab- 
ric of ITN, part of its history and 
part of its family. 

Stewart Purvis 

loan Thirkettle, news reporter 
bom 14 September 1947; married 
Jonathan Wallace (one son, one 
daughter, marriage dissolved); 
died London 11 May 1996. 

nine of them in World Cup 
matches. 

Marfa Dolores de Sorbin y 
Orleans, died Madrid 11 May, 
aged 87. Princess of the TWo 
Sicilies and aunt of King Juan 
Carlos of Spain. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

S1THEK-JONES: On 12 May 1W6. to 
Helen I Set! Suthcr) and Neil a son, 
Roiy. 

DEATHS 

MacEWEN: Malcolm, journalist, 
author, socialist, died peacefully on 
Saturday 11 May 11 %. in Exmoor. 
Husband and SO yuan coin paninn of 
Anni. stepfather of Janet and Susan, 
and father of Kathy, grandfather to 
less, Dan. Bccld; Ruby, Waldo: Sam 
Joe, Luke. Wc will remember him far 
hit law*, humour and rest lor life. 
Cremation to lake place ai Xiumon 
Deane Crematorium OO Tuesday 21 
Mayai (2 noon. Fkwen, as desired. 
All enquiries. MunrO & Dewar, l/n- 
ham Road. Minebcad.OlWj 703086. 

Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 20IL 

Chan** are £6jo a line (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Mkg Francesca Anna, actress. 51; Mr 
David Ashby MR S& Mr Richard 
Balfe, MER 51 Dr Hastings Kzwzu 
Banda, former president of Malawi. 
91: Mr Chay Blyth, yachtsman. 56; 
Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Budianan. 71; 
Mr Denis Cmnan. playwright. 77; Mr 
Phil Drabble, broadcaster. 82; Sir 
Owen Green, former chairman, 
BTR, 71; Baroness Hogg, head of the 
prime Minister’s Policy Unit 5t>. Mr 
David Hubbard, chairman. Powell 
Duffryn, 60; Mr Peter Kirsten, crick- 
eter, 41; Mr Geoffrey Lister, chief 
executive, Bradford «fc Singfey Build- 
ing Society, 59; Lord McAipine of 
West Green, former director. Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons. 54; Mr 
Edward Newman, MEP, 43; Canon 
John Oates, Rector, St Brides. Fleet 
Street, rid; Miss Sian PtullfjK. actress. 
82: Sir Peregrine Rhodes, former 
diplomat. 71; Sir Adam Ridley, 
executive director. Hambnw Bank. 
54: Sir Leslie Sharp, chief constable 
for Strathclyde, dtt Mrs Patricia 
Hiraer, former trade union leader. 
69; Mis Adrianne Uodl-HanuJlon, 
circuit judge, 64; Mr Bob Woolmer, 
cricketer, 47. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Marguerite dc Valois. Queen 
of Navarre, 1553; Thomas Gains- 
borough. painter, baptised 1727; 
Timothy Dwight, scholar and poet, 
1752: Robert Owen, social reformer, 
1771; Johann Peter Bmilius Hart- 
mann. composer and organist. 1805; 
Sir Squire Bancroft, actor and man- 
ager, 1841; Hemy Oliver Writer, 
painter. 1843; Sir Thomas Heany Hall 
Caine, novelist, 1353; Otto Klem- 
perer, conductor, 1885. Dentils: Hen- 
ry IV of France, assassinated by die 
religious fanatic Franqois RavaiQac 
1610; Matthew Gregory Lewis 
("Monk Lewis"), novelist and play- 
wright, ISIS; August Strindberg, 
playwright. 1912; James Gordon 
Bennett, newspaper proprietor, 1918; 
Henry John Heinz, food manufac- 
turer. 1919; Sir He ary Rider Hag- 
gard, novelto, 1925: Edmund Henry 
Hymnan Allen by. first Viscoum 
Allenby of Megjddo, Geld marshal, 
1936; Billie Burke (Mary William 
Eihelbcrt Appleton Burke), actress, 
1970; Jean Rhys fWHIiams), novel- 
ist, 1979. On this day: the English 
baroos were victorious against Hen- 
ry OI at the Battle of Lewes, 1264; 


the french army overpowered the 
Venetians at the Battle of Agna del- 
ta, 1509; Louis XIV became king of 
France at the age of four, 1643; 
Edward Jenner was successful in his 
first public vaccination experiment, 
1796; the Oaks was first run at 
Epsom. 1779; Paraguay proclaimed 
her independence, 1811; the lUus- 
trated London News was first issued, 
1842; the last BBC programme was 
broadcast from the Savoy Hill Stu- 
dio fa London, 1932; the first 
London production of the musical 
comedy The Prince of Pdsen was 
staged, 1904; the Franco-British 
Exhibition opened at the White 
Qty, Loudon, 1908; ia Palestrae, (he 
British mandate ended and Israel was 
proclaimed as independent stale, 
1948; the first British-nude Cine- 
mascope film was shown, Knitfrn of 
the Round Table, at the Empire cin- 
ema, Leicester Square, London, 
1 954; the Warsaw Pact was signed by 
the Soviet Uniop, Albania. Bulgar- 
ia, Czedxrdcwakja, Hungary, Mand, 
Romania and East Germany, 1955; 
the Sfcylab space station was 
launched from Cape Kennedy, 1973; 
the 5rsl performance of tire mnscal 
Chess was presented, London, 198<j. 


■foday is tiie Ffeast Day of St Outhage 
the Younger, St Eremben, Si Mary 
Mazzarello, St Matthias, St Michael 
Gaxieoits and St Pontius of Cimiez. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Roland Fk^-cher, 
“May-be (ii): Delft School, The 
Refused Gtasr, a search far its painter 
and its meanings”, 1pm; Richard 
CaJvocaressi and Colin Wiggins, “In 


4pm. 

Victoria and Albert Musamc Lau- 
rence Magne, “Haute Couture 1880- 
1920 da deux cdtds de fa Manche", 
230pm. 

Tkte GaBery: Sarah Greenberg, “Kiss 
Me Quick: visions of the seaside as 
a landscape of modernity from 
Brighton to St Ives", 1pm. 

British Museum: Paul Collins, “The 
Clash of Empires in the ancient 
Near East", 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul 
Webb. ” Richard Brinsley Sheridan: 
playwright and politician", LlOpzs- 
Natioaal Art CoUedfans Fond (at 
Imperial College, London 5W7); 
Professor Thomas Crow, The Stale 


We’re In: the whys and wherefores 
of conceptual art", 5.45pm. 
University College London, Lon- 
don WCl: Professor Fefcri A- Has- 

san, “The Beginnings or Egyptian 
Civilisation: bull's tail and bird 
beate", S JOpm. 

London School of Economics, Lou- 
don WG Professor Colin Ward, 
‘Anarchism in the 21st Century - *, 
530pm. 

Dinners 

Road Baoh^eAssodatioa 
Sir Colin Marshall, Chairman British 
Airways pic, was the principal guest 
and sgteaker at the Annual Dinner of 
the Road Haulage Association held 
yesterday evening in the Great 
Room, Grosvenor House, London 
WL Mr Pst Los. National Chairman, 
presided. 

Royal Over-Seas League 
Lady Olga Maitland was tin guest 
speaker at a meeting of (he Royal 
Over-Seas League’s discussion cridc 
held yesterday evening at Over-Seas 
House, St James's, London SW 1, Her 


subject was “Current Developments 
in Ireland”. 

Foundation for Science 
and Technology / Royal 
Society 

Lrad Butttnvorth. Chairman, Rxm- 
datton tor Science and Technology, 
was fa the chair at a lecture and dm- 
ner discussion held jointly with the 

Rcyai Society yesterday evening at 
we Royal Society, London SWl. 
Sir Ron Bearing, Professor Alan 
bmithcrs and Dr Michad Young 
spoke on “A-Levds and the Qualifi- 
cations Framework”. Among others 
present were: 

Bt»cR Mtaset afStac ai ihc Home Oflkc; 

S£,£!£2 

Walter MP-Mf G. Warden MP; M, Notion 

D^DwWlh: dTKH 

Wuk Mr Robert Rcec Mr K.H. TSytor. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Thei Queen welcome. M Jacques Chirac, 
ry™™ fae French Republic, and 
MJhc Chirac on j Stale Vrtii to Britain. He 
Royal attends ihc Gucsi Lecture, 
vacrinahon Pa. Present and Future", ai 
the Royal Society, London SWl, to com- 
mayoral* liar Biec&tcnnai] i^Edvs-jidJcfl- 
ncr s contribution to vocdoaliun. Mwxm 

a, !£ l * tb a S,a,c Battel** * 
Buckingham PHacc. The Duchess rf few, 
PhUtm, Anthony Nolan Hone Marrow 
uiiht. opens the new Research Institute. 
uk Royal Free Hospital. London NW3. 
Changing or the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted RegJ- 
rawil mounts (he Queen's Ufc Guard ot 
“Ws* , Gawds, 4pm,- Ixl Battalion Welsh 
J nounis the Queen's Guard, at 
““^aghom Pnteee, 4pm. 

Appointments 

Mr Ian Macfcfcj; to lie British High 
Commissioner to the Republic of 
Ghana and, additionally. Ambas- 
sador (non-rcsidem) jo ibe Repub- 
lic or Togo. 

Mr Richard Alan Bowman, to be a 
Master of the Supreme Court. 
Chancery Division. 
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___ news analysis 

The vision was of a popular share-owning democracy underpinning permanent Tory rule. But though the punters came and 
bought, many then sold their slices of the capitalist cake. They became a nuisance to the directors running the privatised 

utilities. In short, the plan failed. David Walker examines the myth of popular capitalism 

Why Sid could never win 


Y esterday shareholders in British 
X Gas suffered a paper loss of 
about 27 pence for every share they 
owned. One of the most brilliant 


res gave us “TfeU Sid" and hence 
today's headlines: “Sid’s screwed". 
Sid the neighbourhood capitalist 
has turned out no more a 
copywriter’s dream. Many more 
people own shares today than in 
1979. But mass share ownership to 
match the rise of home ownership 
was never going to happen. Popular 
capitalism, the idea that the social- 
ist aim of common ownership was 
realisable through the markets, has 
turned out to be a hollow promise. 

But Sid the punter lives on. Some 
2 million names have been regis- 
tered for the Railtrack sale. But 
these punters are people with ready 
cash to spare. Once the bids are 
weighed for multiple applications 
from the same affluent households, 

f s higher income social classes A, 
and Cl will predominate, 
for SSd, forking outfLOOO for Rail- 
track shares is a more expensive ver- 
sion of popping round to the 
newsagent on Saturday for lottery 
tickets, except that it is a lot less of a 
gamble. Railtrack is a shoe-in - pro- 
vided you hold the shares only until 
the guaranteed dividend is paid in the 
autumn and then, market conditions 
permJttmg, sell fast. It beats roulette. 

But Sidthe popular capitalist was 
always meant to be more than this. 
The point of popular capitalism was 
to spread ownership far and wide, 
but also deep. By owning shares peo- 
ple would change the way they 
thought about themselves. They 
would not longer simply be workers 
or consumers, they would start to 
think like capitalists. The idea was 
at its most fashionable in the early 
Eighties, in Thatcherism’s bright 
eariy days. The then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Nigel Lawson dusted 
off old Bow Group pamphlets he 
had written about the French Lai 
Monory promoting the growth of 
private shareholding by “little peo- 
ple”. Lord Young of Graffham, busi- 
nessman turned Thatcher adviser, 
extolled the enterprise society in 
winch the public did not only see the 
benefits of private capitalism as a 
. system but they started to love it, 
3*ibecanse it belonged to them. 

Out of this political background 
came Sid and Eds cousins the danc- 
ing milk floats, which advertised the 
sale of the regional water authorities 
in 1989. Older Tories, going bark at 
least to Harold Macmillan, had had 
notions of a shareholder democracy, 
sibling of homeowner democracy. 
Now privatisation, together with the 
sale of council homes, offered the 
chance to make the ambition real. 

The political significance of this 
popularisation of private property 
was spelt out by Peter Walker the 
then energy secretary: a millio n new 
shareholders could mean 3VXX) Tbxy 
voters in each of 500 constituencies, 
be said. Popular capitalism could 



1979 80 


88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 

Graphic: Kristina Ferns. Research: Ben Summers. Source: ProShare 


underpin permanent Tbry rule. 

Wtydki Sid never reach the polit- 
ical maturity enviskmed for him? 

Even before the bigprivatisations 
began -m 4984 the Treasary was 
backtracking. Giveaways and huge 
discounts to attract small investors 
gave way to cooler calculations. City 
institutions took. on a larger role. 
Peter Wiser bad once toyed with 
the idea of a free distribution of 
shares m nationalised industry - 
proof, if it were needed, that the 
“stakeholder society” has as marry 
godparents on the right as the left. 
Lack of imaginalian and fiscal con- 
servatism JdBedttMJtproqrect 

StiD, people flocked to buy shares. 
On flotation British Thleoom was 
shared among 1A million different 
owners. But for many the privatisa- 
tion issues were all die snares they 
ever bought. Over a half of aD per- 
sonal shareholders own stock in 
only one company; the average value 


of shareholdings is around £1,000. 
Generally (BT is the exception) 
large numbers of the shareholders 
recruited at Launch have sold up. In 
eariy 198? British Gas had 4.4 mil- 
lion shareholders. Now that figure 
is just over 1.7 million and falling. 

Papular capitalism never pot down 
roots in foe sense of giving me major- 
ity a direct stake in corporate own- 
ership. They came, they sold, they put 


fire proceeds bade into the building 
society. Peter Walkers political cal- 
culation turned out wrong- there is 
no evidence from polls that Sd is any 
more Kkely to vote Ibry. Many Rail- 
track applicants wifi pocket the pro- 
ceeds, vote Labour and expect dare 
Short to be nice to them. 

Same innovations from the Eight- 
ies survive and prosper, among them 
PEPs and personal pensions. But 



they have not made people players 
in the equity markets. The institu- 
tional and affective distance between 
people and capital has, if anything, 
increased. Downsizing in the name 
of delivering value to hungry share- 
holders has brought a sense of trep- 
idation to the property-owning mid- 
dle classes. It turns out that the 
Conservative attempt to reconcile 
our identities as shareholders and 
workers has not worked; their inter- 
ests are too frequently in conflict. 

Sid’s demise was inevitable. The 
system for raising capital is moving in 
favour of the big - and global - bat- 
talions. In January this year tfaeStock 
Exchange announced new measures 
that would further squeeze small 
shareholders when companies are 
floated Tlading in equities is less and 
less a personal derision, more a mat- 
ter decided by complex technology. 

A recent Green Paper from the 
Department of Trade and Industry 


aiming to strengthen the arm of 
small shareholders at company meet- 
ings files in the face of recent expe- 
rience, as directors and big institu- 
tional shareholders have flaunted 
theft strengihmccmpaiiy after com- 
pany. Richard Giordano, chairman of 
British Gas, put his foot in his mouth 
a couple of months ago in saying he 
wanted to ease “Aunt Maude” off his 
list of shareholders on file grounds 
she was a costly pest. Popular capi- 
talists have become minor irritants. 

The Government has also done its 
part in emasculating Sid. Read the 
1986 prospectus for British Gas: not 
many Sids did. Was the name of Ms 
Clare Spottiswoode, the Of gas reg- 
ulator, mentioned? Of course not, 
yet the personality and predilections 
of this woman have come to matter 
a greatly over how much money 
British Gas makes and how much its 
shares will be worth. Did the 
prospectus warn Sid that within a 


decade the company could be tom 
apart not through takeover but as an 
act of government polity? 

Sid does not deserve too many 
tears. He has enjoyed 10 reasonably 
good years. As of yesterday shares 
floated at 135 pence were still worth 
about 200 pence and the dividends 
have been good. However, a pension 
fund investment would have per- 
formed better over the long run. 

Sid’s demise is a “salutary lesson" 
says Stuart Valentine of the share 
ownership advocacy group 
ProShare. But lesson in what? The 
regulator’s actions will have the 
effect of confirming that modem 
economies will not permit popular 
participation. We will have to find 
other ways of coping with the ten- 
sions arising when employees and 
consumers and shareholders are so 
distant and often alienated from the 
corporations that employ them and 
which, in theory, they partly own. 



Diary 




Open up your 
heart, Mr Neil 

Susie Orbach, therapist in need to the 
Princess of Whies, certainly became a 
household n am e after that Panorama 
show. Television appearances by the 
feminist media 
shrink, however, 
have been almost 
non-existent 
What a shame, 
then, that on a 
rare appearance 
tonjght on And- 
rew Neil’s The 
Midnight Hour , 
the celebrity psy- 
chotherapist wifl 
be preaching _ to 
the converted. Ms Orbach is appearing 
to promote her new venture, Antidote, 
a “think-tank with an unconventional 
agenda". The organisation is designed 
to increase the “emotional literacy" of 
politicians, who should, she believes, 
‘open up” and explain their feelings to 

each other. 

A thoroughly commendable venture, 
rhere can be little doubt that Nicholas 
Soames MR to name but one critic of 
Diana's Panorama performance, might 
benefit from a little emotional advance- 
ment. But who will Ms Orbachbe 
mcouraging to open up tonight? Only 
Charles Kennedy MP, notoriously gar- 
rulous talk media darling, and Tessa 
lowell MP, Labour’s spokesperson for 
women’s issues - not to mention pre- 
tenter Andrew Neil, whose emobonm 
smhusiasm, so to speak, is not exactly 
repressed. - 

There are surely more emotional 

troubled members who realfr could 

have learned a lot from Ms Orbacn s 

vise words. Gordon Brown perhaps and 
maybe Peter Mandelson? 


a grade A in geography Sixteen-year-old 
Simon AmsteD from Ilford in Essex has 
chosen the fatten Simon watered the. 
BBC Comedy awards for stand-up. 
comedians by sending a video to the 
selection team. Tlwywere so impressed 
that they arranged a five gig for him. 
They were even more impressed with 
that and told him he had won a place 
in the London final held last night 
which could lead to a television spot. 

Shnon - and 1 hope he doesn't wake 
op screaming about this in 10 years* 
time - despairingly informed them he 
conldn’t make it Don’t they know this 
is GCSE Study Week? 

“The pane] was stunned,” said a 


“It’s such a pity, Bat he is taking his 
GCSEs very seriously.” 

So no comedy award for young Simon 


- but promotion to head prefect at the 
very least, I trust. 


Redwood revives the 
fascists’ rallying cry 

Action Not Words, the title of John Red- 
wood’s new book of speeches is, as I 
pointed out last week, also the title of 
Sir Edward Heath’s 1966 election man- 
ifesto, a point the far from Heathite Mr 
Redwood seems to have overlooked. 
But a reader from Hampshire, DM 
Kenyon, reminds me that it has an even 
older pedigree. “Action Not Words" was 
a slogan of the British Union of Fascists 
in the Thirties, something that both Mr 
Redwood and Sir Edward may have 
forgotten. 


Jeers for the FA Cup 
cheerleaders 

Wembley and the EA remain unrepen- 
tant about the ludicrous spectacle of 
Amerkan-style cheerleaders at the FA 
Cup Final. 

When I asked a Vfembley Stadium 
spokesman about it, he replied indig- 
nantly: “They weren’t Hk American sort 
of cheerleaders at alL They didn’t put 
their hands op in the air." 


The old stand-up, 
head-down routine 


e is joars. Become the-new 
5eld or Eddie IzzarxL Or get 




“ - * 1 


Superbrat on the 
NY art scene 

Vkter lilies? Just 
water lilies? A 
whole room of 
water lilies? 

You cannot be 
serious! 

John McEn- 
roe has made the 
unlikely transi- 
tion from brat 
genius of the 
Centre Gourt to 
art collector with 

his own gaiieiyin the fashionable SoHo 
district of New York and a $300,000 
Renoir among the paintings within. In 
the new edition of the American ait 
ma gazme Artnews, he tells bow his con- 
version came about It was at a junior 
tournament in Paris in 1977 when he 
was 18. 

“1 remember a Monet at a museum 
in Paris and thinking, I don’t understand 
this guy at all ... I got up real dose to 
the pamtinc. 1 couldn’t make out any- 
filing. But then, of course, it started to 
dawn on me as I got further away. 1 
thought, this is a different story bade 
here. Over the course of the summer I 
realised. “Wait a second. This Impres- 
sionist staff is good 7* 

If the BBC wants a follow-up to The 
Story of British Art, they could do no 
better than Mr McEnroe on the 
Impressionists. 

Eagle Eye 
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The economic 
pendulum swings 

W here is Keynes? Where is Fried- caused by too many pound notes floating 
man? Economics once debated the round the country called on eovemment 


VY man? Economics once debated the 
very future of the nation: how it should 
be governed, bow it could generate 
growth. Nowadays macro-economic 
debate is deadly dull, embraced in a suf- 
focating classical consensus about free 
trade and low inflation. The real debates, 
and there are plenty of them, are about 
the small things: training policies, gas 
prices, education strategies. Today’s infla- 
tion report from the Bank of England wQi 
be greeted with respectful technical analy- 
sis in the City. In the heyday of the mon- 
etarists, die debate about inflation was a 
debate about the very soul of the nation. 

The shift from macro to micro isn't 
easy for politicians, the media and the 
general public to adjust to in Britain. 
These micro-economic debates are often 
technical, narrow and aimed at the long 
term. They do not deliver quick fixes or 
sweeping solutions to our economic ills. 
Macro-economics has become less con- 
troversial in part because we recognise 
that some problems (unemployment) 
are treatable only in the long term and 
others (inflation) may have been solved. 
So is it lime to bid farewell to macro-eco- 
nomics as a force that can bring with it 
ambitious programmes of political 
reform? No, far from it 

Macro-economics remains hugely influ- 
ential, albeit in a different way from the 
past. More importantly, it would be 
unwise to rule out the possibility that it 
will again recover its power to come up 
with ideas that can transform the way gov- 
ernments think, institutions work and 
ordinary people plan their lives. Power- 
ful economic ideas insert themselves into 
policy-making in response to a deeply felt 
political need. That is the lesson of both 
Keynesianism and monetarism. 

Keynesian economics emerged out of 
(he experience of the Depression in (he 
Thirties. Markets could not be relied upon 
to solve the unemployment problem; 
instead, government should step in to 
boost demand and kick-start recovery. 
Monetarism developed as a response to 
the problems of inflation in the Seventies. 
Economists who believed inflation was 


caused by too many pound notes floating 
round the country called on government 
to set strict targets for the money supply. 
Each economic ideology provided hs fol- 
lowers with a diagnosis of our economic 
m a lais e and a radical reform agenda for 
government to pursue. 

In contrast, today's macro-economic 
orthodoxy is boring in the extreme. It is 
reminiscent of the classical idea that pre- 
vailed across tbe parties in the 19ib cen- 
tury. Free trade is an unalloyed good. 
Inflation must be controlled. Govern- 
ments must be fiscally prudenL Markets 
and competition are, broadly speaking, 
the best ways to allocate resources and 
promote efficiency. 

But that doesn’t mean there is no ide- 
ological debate about the economic 
role for government. Labour and the 
Conservatives disagree about the best 
way to bring about growth - Labour 
advocates training and investment incen- 
tives, the Conservatives further dereg- 
ulation. Which is right may matter 
hugely for the economy and the people 
directly affected by such policies. The 
structure of markets for gas, water and 
electricity may be an arcane subject for 
debate, but it touches people directly. 
These are the modern economic 
debates: about haw institutions and cul- 
tures can be reformed to make them 
more efficient and productive. 

Yet the shift from macro-economic to 
mkro-ecoaomic controversy is unHkely to 
be permanent Just as Keynesian and 
monetarist economics grew in response 
to practical problems, Mien a new per- 
sistent difficulty arises, we can expect a 
new economics to develop, too. At che 
moment, its dear what such an econom- 
ics might be. The problem is the wide- 
spread sense of insecurity felt by many 
middle-class workers in the face of global 
competition and downsizing. The reac- 
tion is likely to come in moves to re-reg- 
ulate the economy, move away from 
free trade and give workers more pro- 
tection, perhaps at the expense of share- 
holders. The pendulum is starting to 
swing away from capital towards labour. 
Economics will swing with iL 


Curbing Croatia 


P resident Franjo Tudjman of Ooatia 
has long shown a penchant for don- 
ning the kind of glittering uniforms that 
were once favoured by Yugoslavia’s late 
dictator, Josip Broz Tito. Now he seems 
to want to govern with the aid of Tito’s 
dictatorial style as well. He is refusing to 
allow the dlizens of the Croatian capital 
lo elect the mayor of their choice and is 
bullying the country's few remaining inde- 
pendent newspapers. On Wednesday, 
when the foreign ministers of the Coun- 
cil of Europe arc due to decide on 
whether Croatia should be admitted into 
the institution, many will feel a strong 
temptation to wipe" the smirk off the 
Balkan generalissimo’s face bv sayiqg no. 
They should resist that temptation. 
Since his victory over the Serb rebels 
of the Krajina region last summer, Tudj- 
man has disappointed the West’s slender 
hopes that he would govern in a democ- 
ratic fashion. The state-run television con- 
tinually accuses political opponents of 
working for foreign governments while 
the president has reneged on the promises 
to lei Serb civilians who were not involved 
in the Krajina rebellion return to tbeir 
homes. He has appalled many in his own 
country with his flirtation with the mem- 
ory of Croatia's bloodthirsty wartime fas- 
cist regime. 


Why should a country run by such a 
man be admitted to a European institu- 
tion, the main point of which is to safe- 
guard human rights? 

The unpalatable fact is that isolating 
Croatia from Western institutions will not 
serve the interests of those who axe suf- 
fering most from Tudjman's authoritari- 
anism. It is more likely to bolster the hard- 
liners who insist the ruling party must 
remain in power for decades to save Croa- 
tia from foreign spies and domestic trai- 
tors. If Croatia is excluded from the 
Council, these hardliners will be quick to 
wheel out the charge that Croatia is a vic- 
tim of the West, given that several coun- 
tries with human rights records as shaky 
as Croatia's, such as Russia, Slovakia and 
Romania, have already been admitted to 
the Council. 

Freedom is not dead in Croatia but 
under threat. Indeed, it is the very rigour 
of the opposition press in exposing the 
corruption of President Tudjman’s entour- 
age that has roused him to such desper- 
ate methods. The cause of democracy in 
Croatia will be best served if the country 
is admitted to the Council of Europe, but 
that the maximum pressure is applied to 
make sure that Croatia then abides by the 
conditions it has signed up to concerning 
free speech and human rights. 



We should hove become spin doctors’ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Take a long view and escape public spending dilemma 


Sin There is a way in which the 
Labour Party can solve the 
dilemma of wishing to increase 
public expenditure without befog 
seen to increase public expendi- 
ture. It would involve adopting 
longer time horizons and reform- 
ing the basis of cost analysis. 
Housing provides an example of 
what tins would mean. 

Everyone recognises that we . 
have some of the worn housing , 
in the EU, much of it occupied by . 
the eight million households 
receiving benefit The main prob- 
lem with (he housing stock is its 
poor thermal efficiency, which 
leads to widespread fuel poverty 
and ill health. It is estimated that ' 
the cost to the health service due 
to cold- and condensation-reiafid 
Alness is more than £Ibn a year. 
Faced with tbe problem, the Gov- 


ernment has consistently suf- 
fered policy paralysis for fear of 
abusing the PSBR. Its only 
answer, the Home Energy Effi- 
ciency Scheme, barely scratches 
the surface. 

However, if the problem were 
to be tackled within a 10-year 
Kfflft frame and the rn p jtal costs 
and consequent benefits of 
undertaking a national thermal 
upgrading programme consid- 
ered within a single accounting 
system, tbeo the picture would 
change dramatically. Improving 
the national average Chennai effi- 
ciency by 30 per cent would have 
a profound impact on the worst 
cases. For example: 

1. The problem of fuel poverty 
and its impact on benefits would 
be progressively eliminated. 

2. Health services costs attrib- 


Disarray in Catholic ranks 


utedtobadhousmgwouldbevir- sions doe to bousing must be seen 
tualiy e liminated as an aspect of the “precaution- 

3. In employment terms, one ary principle” alleged to be gov- 
new job is created for every eminent policy. 

£35,000 spent on the retrofitting A unitary caphal-cost/revenue- 
system. benefit approach to policy on 

4. In addition, there is the re- housing would show that a radi- 
spend factor. The European cal national retrofit programme 
Commission estimates that at for housingwauld yield a net ben- 
least one extra job is created for efit to the Exchequer over a 10- 
evexy new full-time job in con- year timescale. Ibis approach to 
struction, r esulting in a substan- accounting would release a whole 
tial switch from an unemploy- range of other possibilities with- 
ment cost burden to income from out damaging the bottom line. It 
tax and National Insurance. might even liberate us from an 

In due course it will be possi- idiotic system which will show 
ble to monetise the physical and that the Sea Empress disaster has 
atmospheric damage caused by contributed to GDP on account 
the burning of fossil fuels, 30 per of the dean-up operation, 
cent of .which is attributable to _ Professor Peier F Smith 
: housing. Par the moment, a tar- ' Director 

get of 30 per cent overall reduc- Sustainable Building Network 

tion in the carbon dioxide emis- University of Sheffield 

Protect children from BSE 


Sin The two reflections of 
Andrew Brown on whaf s wrong 
with English Catholicism and 
what’s wrong with Thought fordie 
Day (11 May) complement each 
other perfectly, reaffirming what 
L for one, find every day in 
parish life: the whole show is so 
boringly remote from ordinary 
life as to be incomprehensible. 
“Does mi ’ead in" in common 
parlance. 

On the one hand, people are 
too sophisticated for the old, 
simple (semi -superstitious) tra- 
ditions of childhood memory, 
but on the other hand are unable 
to synthesise modern knowledge 
of reality -from genetics to astro- 
physics - with a coherent, adult 
faith view. Zealots need only sus- 
pend any critical faculty to star. 

As a result of this malaise, the 
increasing need to invent some 
reason for existence produces all 
sorts of “groupies” with special 
interests from rave charismatics 
to Latin Hidentinists. Perhaps 
the much-execrated \htican 
Conned II is so hated because it 
actually dared to challenge fun- 
damental adult perversions like 
anti-Semitism, cultural naivety, 


bellicosity, religious exclusivity 
and autho ritarianism . 

In the wake! of all this, we 
clergy are increasingly left to the 
“coffin trade” orwheely-bin reli- 
gion: wheel them in for baptism 
and out for funerals. Somewhere 
in the midst of this is a garbled 
version of the “will of God”, as 
in Andrew Brown’s view of 
“orthodoxy” that an omnipotent 
God “wills everything". WeH,afl 
I can say is, let's hope He (She, 
They) can sort it all out - prefer- 
ably before any impending mil- 
lennial cataclysm. 

Ft Dominic Kirxham 
Manchester 

Sir. Change is a constant and the 
trend in riritisation is upward. 
The Second \fetican Council was 
an attempt to alert the Church to 
these two facts, and Archbishop 
Woriock was a priest who did his 
best to lead us in the direction the 
council indicated. That he and his 
work are a matter for criticism by 
the Church’s conservative fringe 
is a measure of Archbishop Wop- 
lock’s success. 

Dennis Maccagno 
Yattou, Somerset 


Post letters to Letters to tbe Editor, and include a daytime telephone 
number. (Fax 0171-293 2056; e-mail: feflers@indep*aidentxoJild 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


The grass is always greener over here 


F inn impressions are often worth 
remembering. When Robert 
Bcnchlcy first went to Venice, he 
cabled buck home: “Streets full of 
water - please advise ", but that was 
just an American-style joke. A far 
more interesting reaction was pro- 
vided by the French writer Alphonse 
Allais 100 years ago when he went 
from Paris lo Venice for the first 
time and wrote: “The most striking 
thing about the city of Venice is the 
complete absence of the smell of 
horse dung which, I think, tells 
you a great deal about what cities 
were like in the lS90s. 

Well, I have just made my first 
Eurostar trip to Paris and I think it 
is worth recording my first impres- 
sions while they lie hot and sticky on 
my mind, a oil like the pain au 
chocnlat stains on my tie. Now the 
one thing l knew about the Eurostar 
route is that while going through 
Kent the Eurostar express trundles 
along at a snail's pace and while 
going through northern France to 
Pans it races along at supersonic 
speeds. The reason for this, we have 
always been told, is that the Tory 
government, in true British style, has 
never been able to get its act 
together to build the special Chan- 

! HhiwF 6 H nk Unc whUc *e French. 
lh the determination that has 



already given them a nuclear power 
programme, the TGV and bombs in 
the Pacific, built their high-speed rail 
link many years ago. 

Now it ts certainly true that the 
Conservative Party’s main remain- 
ing talent is for selling things off - 
the Tory government is a car boot 
sale on a gigantic scale - and this 
doesn’t help to get new railways 
built, but I discovered at the week- 
end that there is another reason for 
the difference between Eurostar 
speeds in Kent and in northern 
France, and (bat is that there is 
nothing worth looking at in north- 
ern France. 

It is such a dull, flat, uniform land- 
scape between the Channel and 
Parts that the only natural reaction 
is to get through it os fast as possi- 
ble. Between you and the horizon, 
the land barely rises or falls at all. 
and if it does so, it is with no more 


enthusiasm than a brackish pond on 
a dull day. And on the landscape 
itself there is little more to be seen 
than vast fields merging Into each 
other, occasionally separated by 
long straight roads leading to grey 
tittle towns. There are many parts of 
France with delightful scenery, as we 
all know, but Eurostarland (Euro- 
starlingrad?) is not one of them. 

It is very different when you pop 
up in Kent from the tunnel. The first 
thing you see (apart from a forest of 
metal fences) is the ride of a chalk 
cliff. It is the tallest thing you have 
seen since you left Paris and looks 
immense. And then you start crawl- 
ing through the Kentish countryside 
to give you a close-up, slow-motion 
view of an extremely intimate land- 
scape. full of gardens, and trees in 
blossom, and oast houses, and pub 
gardens and village corners. 

Now I know that this is deceptive, 
and that Euro-regulations have 
forced us to convert our oast houses 
into stockbroker homes, and grub up 
our apple orchards, and make Kent 
not the garden of England so much 
as the ornamental bolder of England 
until Derek Cooper is crying into his 
beer (which is probably brewed by 
Whitbread under a false name), but 
it still looks a lot better than what 
you get on the other side of the 


Channel Even when you get into tbe 
suburbs of London, you realise (if 
you have just returned from Pans 
and are still seeing things through 
French eyes) that there is nothing in 
France to rival these suburban gar- 
dens jostling next to each other* 
these little Kew Gardens leading up 
to their own Dunroamin, each 
exactly the same in shape and size, 
and each completely different in 
shrubs and ambience. 

My journey then took me through 
London and out on the old Great 
Western line, where on a spring 
evening I saw many a hot air balloon 
floating in the distance and, just the 
other side of Reading, what looked 
like a field containing llamas, and 
rabbits scattering for raver as the 
train came past, and I felt that there 
was something good about the old 
place ... . 

Look, I am as Francophile as the 
next man, and I would rather spend 
a weekend in Paris than London, 
and I know that Ashford Interna- 
tional Station looks like a temporary 
arrangement of scaffolding (and so 
does Waterloo International) but I 
still think the best advice for a 
Eurostar traveller from Waterloo is 
this: if you intend to do arty sleep- 
ing on the train, do it on the French 


Sir I write to endorse the views 
of Peter Robb (letter, 10 May). 
The crisis over BSE and CJD is 
not primarily one over Europe or 
even farming, but one of public 
health. More than 12 British 
teenagers and young adults have 
contracted a new and fatal brain 
disease. Ws do not know its cause, 
but eating infected beef is by far 
the likeliest. If this is the case, it 
is reasonable to fear that more 
cases will continue to appear. We 
all hope thatprecautions taken 
since 1989 will reduce any trans- 
mission, but they may not have 
been weD enforced ana they have 
not stopped the spread among 
cattle. Our dosest neighbours, 
France and Ireland, have chosen 
far greater precautions. 

If the British measures prove 
inadequate, any human epidemic 
will lari many years longer than 
it might have done, unless parents 
stop feeding beef to their cbjl- 

Tories before 
the courts 

Sir If and when the High Court 
finds against Lady Porter and her 
associates, the Prime Minister 
will no doubt be able to refuse 
any adverse comment until the 
Court of Appeal has pronounced 
- and then on through tbe House 
of Lords Into Europe, if the Gov- 
ernment has not ended British 
participation in its courts by then. 

Mr Major and his colleagues 
have never been slow to con- 
demn political opponents who 
find themselves in a similar sit- 
nation. Nor, when the courts of 
first instance have found against 
his own government, has he 
hesitated to pronounce on the 
(de)merits of the judgments 
handed down, instead of wait- 
ing to see what happens on 
appeal. 

Harvey R Cole 
Winchester 

No European war 

Sin The current wrangling over 
the genesis of Second World War 
fighters is interesting; but more 
so is the fact that apparently no 
one questions the wild assertion 
by Jonathan Glaucey (article, 8 
May) that in 1939 “British man- 
power and technology was 
directed to building a better 
Europe". This is wide of the 
marie on a matter of current 
importance. Tbe truth is that the 
British government and nation 
then were (quite properly, it 
might be thought) concerned 
almost exclusively with narinnq| 
survival: if in their plight they 
cared anything for the world 
beyond these shores, it was for 
the Empire. 

Roger Lake 
York 


dren. Along with many other 
doctors, I believe this is a prudent 
option until the statistical risks 
are much better known. 

Like Peter Robb. I am disap- 

g tinted that the serious media in 
ritain has been deflected from 
paying attention to long-term 
health risks. Government and 
media have promoted a peculiar 
view of “science” which has 
blurred the distinction between 
foots and interpretations, and 
excluded any intelligent debate 
about how to manage uncer- 
tainty. I am puzzled that the doc- 
tors' professional organisations 
have not yet challenged this. Per- 
haps I have missed something, 
but where are the voices of the 
BMA, our royal colleges, or the 
British Paediatric Association? 

Who will now speak for teen- 
agers and young people? 

Dr John Launer 
Tavistock Clinic, London NW3 

Birth of the 
supermarket 

Sin You refer to Sainsbuxy's 
(report, 9 May) opening the first 
self-service store in 1950. This 
may have been Sainsbury’s first 
store of this kmd. but it is very far 

from being Britain’s first. 

In 1942, London Co-Operative 
Society opened two self-service 
stores, (not 100 per cent self-ser- 
vice because they had counters 
for ration book sales) at Upton 
Park and Barkingside. By Easter 
1943, they had fire sucb stores, all 
over the eastern suburbs. In mid- 
1943, the first 300 per cent self- 
service department was opened 
m the central premises of Wolver- 
hampton Co-Op. with no provi- 
sion for. ration book sales. The 
first British usage I have recorded 
for the word “supermarket” was 
in 1943, although it did not 
become general until the 1950s. 

Malcolm Hornsby 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
Leicestershire 

Faking intimacy 

Sir: The way in which the media 
usage of “Jamie” for James Bul- 
ger converts a real child into an 
icon (letter, 8 May) is not unique. 
Did “Maggie" with its suggestion 

of hockity sticks, matdi the Mar- 
garet Thatcher of actuality? A 
similar fake intimacy has crept 
into telephone inquiries (“Nerd- 
vflte Appliances, Barbara speak- 
ing”), travel (Tm Sue and 1*11 be 
looking after you”) and teacher- 
student relations (“Bob's taking 
the class"). The result, deperson- 
alising real people, is nearly 
always tbe opposite of the 
intention. 

Dr Alastair Niven 
Wobum Sands, 
— Buckinghamshire .. 


Gay fears of 
the top brass 

Sir. After reading your leading 
article on “Gays in the military” 
(11 May) twice without discerning 
a dear argument of princ^rie, I am 
driven to the conclusion that 
homosexualsare the only remain- 
ing sizeable minority against wbam 
prejudiced slurs are deemed suf- 
ficient to justify discrimination. 

There are raify two vafid require- 
ments: an impartial disciplinary 
code which prohibits any sexual 
conduct contrary to good cider and 
discipline while on duty or on ser- 
vice premises; and the overdue 
introduction of a services cul lure set 
resolutely against prejudice, dis- 
crimination and mistreatment 
directed at those who belong to 
rarial, religious or sexual minorities. 

I vividly recall attending, as sec- 
retary of the Homosexual Law 
Reform Society, the debates that 
preceded the 1967 Sexual Offences 
Act, and in paitiailar the ludicrous 
outburst with which Reid Marshal 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein 
responded to an inquity as lo how 
other Nalo countries with more lib- 
eral laws coped with this “prob- 
lem”. “We are not French, and wc 
are not other nationals. We are 
British, thank God!” our war hero 
retorted vehemently. 

Am I wrong in detecting a 
whiff of xenophobia, as well as 
homophobia, in tbe pronounce- 
ments of our present-day service 
chiefs? Their Feverish fantasies of 
hanky-panky in the barracks 
showers remind me of the Duke 
of Wellington’s observation that 
while he didn’t know what his 
troops did to the enemy, they cer- 
tainly frightened him. 

Anthony Grey 
London E14 

Aged parent 

Sir: On 13 May, mygreal-aum Mrs 
Alison Graham, of Edinburgh, 
celebrated her 95th birthday. Her 
father, Sir Alexander Chris tison, 
2nd Baronet, was 73 when she was 
bom. It would be interesting to 
know whether there is anyone 
else alive today who can claim that 
their father was bom in the year 
Franz Schubert died - 1828. 

Paul Chjustoon Edwards 
Bedford 

Spring greens 

Sin One of the glories of Italian 
gastronomy is the profusion of 
jotfogshoots and buds eaten in the 
spriog and the bewildering choice 
of names for them (letter, 10 
May). I have enjoyed cultivated 
in Kent, wiki ones in the West 
Riding, probably luppoli. wild 
psparagus in Umbria. bruscandoU 
in _ Lazio, puntanllc in Rome and 
wild fennel in the Marche. They all 
look different and taste different. 

Gillian Riley 
London N16 

Unborn rights 

Sir. It is time to change the abor- 
tion laws if we are lo avoid the 
aretes disposal ol life recorded 
m Friday s independent (“Ahorled 
baby lwcd 45 minutes”. Ill May). 
Jo generations to come, pc ^ k . 
will look back with disbelief at 
our scant regard for the rights of 
unborn children. 

The Rev Trevor H Patterson 

Ashtead, Surrey 

Naval disaster 

Sin News that the total tonnage 
of our merchant naw is now 
8 per cent of its 1*09 i cvc l SU u- 
S^ 5 toat the Conservative Pam- 

Katser Wilhelm and Hitler failed. 

Derkk-k StkcirroN 
WoslHirr-nn-S,..-, p,,,. v 
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bocial democracy or just soap opera? 

Blair is right in Making personality dashes and petty jealousies are silly. Yet he can’t ignore them 


F or more than a year, Ibny Blair has 
been periodically warned that the 
greatest threat to a new Labour 
administration may come not from the 
money markets or (he Conservative 
benches or the press or even from left- 
wing rebels, but from the poisoned 
relationships among his own senior 
colleagues. New Labour is a tradi- 
tional socialist party in one respect at 
least - its compulsive unfratemity. 

That Gordon (Brown) doesn't Hire 
Peter (Mandelson) and that Robin 
(Cook) isn’t keen on cither Gordon or 
Peter, and that John (Prescott) has 
grave reservations about Gordon and 
Peter and Robin - and so on - bas 
been the small change of Labour gos- 
sip for ages. It hasn’t got out of hand. 
So far, it hasn’t affected policy. Bat it 
has been a perpetual distraction. 

Blair himself is culpable in not tak- 
ing enough notice of these things. He 
is not much interested in the pecking 
order around Him — who is trying to 
suck up, who’s feeling threatened. He 
has worried about improving his rela- 
tions with Gordon Brown ever sny? 
the leadership battle. But by and large 
he is not sensitive to the egos around 
him. As one shadow minister put it to 
me a few weeks ago: “He think* all 
these things are silly and he just 
doesn't notice them.” 

Silly or not, after the eruption of 
publicity about Brown and Mandel- 
a's tiff, Blair has come to realise that 
it matters. MPs and staff are being 
firmly reminded that no one, other 
than the leader, is more important 
than the triumvirate of Brown, Cook 
and Prescott. Blair’s people express 
irritation at the idea ofa Brown-Man- 
delson grudge match being portrayed 
as a contest of heavyweight 


I was briskly told that the 
Shadow Chancellor cannot be com- 
pared with a relatively new MB how- 
ever friendly he was with the leader 
and however eminent he had been as 
director of communications. 

These are deep waters. It would be 

amazing if Blair pushed Mandelson 
away from Him — and dangerous. 
They are too close. But if Blair 
becomes Prime Minister, then his 
relationship with Mandelson is bound 
to change, just as Blairis ascent to the 
Labour leadership changed his rela- 
tionship wjth Brown. And what is 
happening now is an early sign of 
th at- 

Ia Number 10, Blair win be sur- 
rounded by a different hierarchy of 
officials. Where in opposition the cir- 
cle of influence around him has been 
fluid and informal, in power it win 
became rigid and sharper edged. Such, 
at least, has been the experience of 
every previous prime ministership. In 
these cucumstances, Mandelson win 
become if not just another minister, 
then at least another minister. I sus- 
pect that he will flourish. But he will 
flourish differently. 

For Peter Mandelson to change his 
role is one thing ; he is already rfning 
that. But the criss-cross of personal 
dislike*; and jealousies is far more 
widespread than his coldness with 
Brown. There are great Scottish feuds. 
There are female feuds. There are 
class feuds and black feuds and Welsh 
feuds. 

It is all, in short, exactly like the 
average playground. And certainly, the 
rivalries Blair will have to struggle with 
are no worse than those that divide the 
Conservatives. In some ways they are 
easier. There is less of a gap between. 



ANDREW MARR 


Left to fester, these 
rows will have highly 
political results 


say, Gordon Brown and Robin Cook 
on public spending than between the 
current Chancellor and the Cabmefs 
it-wingers on the same subject 
i deed, if there are rumblings in the 
>ur camp about Brown being 
over-assertive, they should look over 
the fence at Kenneth Clarke's current 
behaviour on taxation. That’s robust 
for you.) 

But the Labour feuds are given an 


to the tune of millions of taxpayers’ 
pounds. 

And Labour has been here before. 
Blair’s nightmare is that New Labour 
will, in power, closely resemble the old 
Labour world of the Wilson govern- 
ments described by Richard Crossmau 
in his diaries. It is hard now to remem- 
ber just how shocking they seemed 
when they first came out in the 1970s, 
seemingly reducing cabinet govern- 
ment to the level of, “Jim sneaked to 
Marcia, who told Harold that Ibny was 
furious about the fact that Hugh had 
never trusted Roy, who ..." A teacher 
told me at the time that the reputation 
of British government would never 
recover. 

And it didn’t, reaDy, though the 
Crossman revelations now seem tame 
by comparison with what followed. 
We’ve been through the tumult of the 
Thatcher cabinet, Ibny Berm’s mem- 
oirs, Yes, Minister, Alan Clark’s diaries, 
and the leaks of John Major’s salty pri- 
vate descriptions of his colleagues. We 
have been educated numb about the 


doing nothing much. The tedious dis- 
appointments of opposition sap the 
morale and make it hard to keep one’s 
sense of perspective. The rows are not 
primarily political in the sense of ide- 
ological. But left to fester, they will 
have highly political results. If Labour 
reaches power, these wiD, after all, be 
people in big jobs, spending large 
amounts of public money. Their tiffs 
will no longer smoulder harmlessly in 
the Commons tearoom: they wiD flare 
through die corridors of power, 
“geared up” as they say is the City, 


vale bitcherv of politics - just of 

nps. but played out by 
people of abnormally powerful per- 


politics, pe 
people of a 


sonality, ambition and drive. 

Even so, Grossman’s diaries still 
mark an important moment in the 



government 
anything by any political scientist. 
Crossman’s ruthless and exhilirating 
smashing of traditional taboos about 
discretion and outward loyalty 
changed the way journalists saw the 
game and, therefore, how voters see 
it, too. He helped to kick open the 
door to personality-based lobby jour- 


nalism, which concentrates more than 
is ideal on trivial spats and rows and 
less on policy; to that extent. Crossman 
is an author of our gossipy political 
culture. 

It is easy to see him as a degrading 
influence. He certainly made life 
harder for politicians and easier for 
newspapers. But the innocence lost 
was largely the innocence of voters 
who, before, had known too little 
about hew Whitehall and Westminster 
worked. It was not dignified. But it was 
honest, or at least more honest than 
the pompous sonorities of most polit- 
ical memoirs, or the self-justifying 
windiness of Harold Wilson’s own 
books. 

Crossman, though, wasn't simply 
the first modem minister to write 
about cabinet-level politics for pub- 
lication in a certain way. He was a 
Labour politician writing about par- 
ticular Labour colleagues and 
Labour governments. Because the 
big story of the Wilson years was dis- 
illusionment, Crossman’s story of 
petty and vindictive feuding had spe- 
cial resonance. 

This is why a revival of Crossman- 
era bickering would be so particularly 
damaging to a Blair-led government. 
It would be such an easy story to write, 
soap opera not social democracy. The 
country would find it vaguely familiar. 
Critics from right and left would be tri- 
umphantly vindicated. However triv- 
ial, it would tell Britain that this was 
an administration without central pur- 
pose, driving itself into the sand, just 
like Wilson’s. After years of lecturing 
the back benches about dferipfine, it 
is time for Labour’s high command to 
practice a little better what they so elo- 
quently preach. 


Sinn Fein’s fatal dilemma 

Bill Clinton may want a ceasefire but the IRA needs British assurances, writes David McKittrick 


T he republican movement is, as the 
Americans say, between a rock and 
a hard place, poised in some anguish 
between peace and war; and it is the 
Americans who are helping to keep 
that pressure mounting all the time. 

The noises from Washington over 
the weekend, pressing for a new cease- 
fire, are a telling reminder that if 
bombing continues the republicans 
can expect only isolation - no more 
visas for Geny Adams, no more chats 
in the White House, no more access 
to the corridors of power. 

-OThe republicans are probably more 
worried about the loss of transatlan- 
tic influence than they are afraid of foe 
1 0 June negotiations starting without 
them. The Clinton administration has 
rigmficantiy enhanced the standing 
and prestige of Sinn Fein; the loss of 
it would be sorely felt 
The republicans also stand on the 
verge of losing large swathes of Irish 
America, that powerful element 
which, quite independently of Bdfl 
Clinton, has much valuable political 
clout and finance to offer. Even the 
most pro-republican Irisb-Americans 
are now absolutely adamant that with- 
out a ceasefire nothing can be done for 
Sinn Ffcin. 

The isolation incurred by a refusal 
to ceare fire would be domestic as well 
as international. Neither British nor 
Irish ministers will meet Sinn Fein 
until there is a new cessation, and 
almost everyone in Ireland will sup- 
port the two governments' insistence 
that without a ceasefire Sinn Erin will 
not be allowed into foe 10 June talks. 

There is another point of pressure 
on the republicans to give peace 
another chance, and it comes from 
their own people, those 10 or 11 per 
cent of Northern Ireland voters who 
regularly support Sinn Fein. The IRA 
may bluster that h is prepared for 
another 25 years of violence, but the 
people of the Falls Road and Ardoyne 


are 


Geny Adams, in the years he spent 
qushing towards the 1994 ceasefire, in 
(Sect put his movement into negoti- 
ation mode: the concept ofvictory was 
quietly discarded from the republican 
lexicon and replaced by that of peace. 

Hfis argument that foe British could 
not be defeated militarily has perme- 
ated throughout the republican psy- 
che, and helps to explain wby so many 
republicans were dismayed when the 
IRA attacked Docklands in February. 
No one in the IRA has publicly 
mapped out a route to victory; there 
is a general feeling that going back to 


violence would alienate the Americans 
and all the other elements who stuck 
their necks out in the cause of bring- 
ing Sinn Fein into politics, and that in 
foe end it would not work. 

In feet, from a republican point of 
view, returning to violence could be 
the most dangerous course of all No 
one doubts that foe IRA is still a for- 
midable killing machine, but in the 
long term it needs a purpose and a 
reausable goal to sustain it. Fighting 
on against a backdrop of growing lade 
of belief and ' apathy among its sup- - 
porters would invite eventual defeat 
for the IRA. 

lb foe republican mindset, there- 
fore, foe most ffltely means of progress 
lies in a revived peace process. 
Although the Docklands bomb was a 
shattering blow to foe previous pro- 


The republicans 
stand on the verge of 
losing large swathes 
of Irish America 


cess, the dust cleared to reveal a 
near-universal belief, among republi- 
cans and non-violent nationalists alike, 
that foe only way ahead lies in return- 
ing to a ceasefire foDowed by ah-mdu- 
sive peace talks. For n ationalis ts, a new 
paradigm has been firmly established. 

The reader may well wonder why, 
if this is so, the republicans are not 
therefore hastening in the direction of 
a new ceasefire. Such a development, 
in advance of the June talks, is not out 
of the question, but at the moment it 
has to be said that the odds seem 
stacked against it This is principally 
because the republicans suspect the 
British have a completely different 
paradigm in mind. 

Sinn Fein will only press for a 
ceasefire if it is convinced the talks 
will represent real peace negotiations 
and not simply be a decommissioning 
conference. Republicans look at the 
Unionist leaders David Trimble and 
Ian Paisley and conclude that they 
will do real political business only 
under intense pressure. They think 
such pressure can cmly come from the 
Irish Prime Minister, John Bruton, 
and from John Major. They think that 
Mr Bruton places far too much 
importance on Unionist interests, 
and cannot be relied upon to further 
their agenda. And they have the 



the political arrangements that 
brought Northern Ireland into being 
in 1920-21. But others view the idea 
of a political deal to which everyone, 
including republicans, could subscribe 
as a mirage. 

This is the mindset of containment. 
It held sway on foe security side for 
many years, based on the philosophy 
that the most which could be done was 
to keep the lid on until the IRA even- 
tually got tired and gave up. This 
approach was visible at many points 
during foe peace process, which did 
not fit the traditional London view 
that progress would come through 
locating an element of middle ground, 
however small, and incrementally 
building upon it. 

Although this depends on the 
unlikely idea of Mr Trimble and John 

Sinn Fein will only 
press for a ceasefire if 
it is convinced of real 
peace negotiations 


Gerry Adams greeting Bill Cfinton hi Belfast 


Photograph: Sygma 


deepest suspicions about Mr Major’s 
intentions. 

There is, of course, nothing new in 
this, since it is axiomatic to republicans 
that all British governments are per- 
fidious. Although both London and 
Dublin have given numerous assur- 
ances that the talks wiU be for real and 
will not simply consist of republicans 
being harangued to hand over 
weaponry, republican suspicions 
remain. 

If another ceasefire is engineered 
and the talks then turn out to be a cha- 
rade, the credibility of the Adams lead- 
ership would be gone. Tb take a 
chance and go for it, he needs some 


cast-iron assurance that they w£Q not 
get bogged down on the decommis- 
sioning issue. And this raises the ques- 
tion of what British intentions toward 
Northern Ireland really are - and no 
one in Ireland, Unionist or national- 
ist, is ever certain of that. 

The talks have been arranged in 
such a way that they could indeed be 
foe wide-ranging negotiations Sinn 
Fein wants. But they might instead 
turn out to be based on the preference 
of some British policy-makers for an 
approach of containment. 

Some in government are prepared 
for a deep-rooted negotiation that 
might lead to a historic reworking of 


Hume of foe SDLP striking a deal 
together, it stiD has many adherents in 
government. Many on the British side 
were, and are, temperamentally more 
comfortable with this approach, which 
is aimed not at drawing miKlant repub- 
licans into politics but at freezing 
them out and eventually defeating 
them. Republican sceptics point to 
London's emphasis on the decom- 
missioning issue in support of the 
argument that the British see the 
talks as an attempt to clobber Sinn 
Fein rather than strike a deal with 
them. 

For foe Government, the issue is a 
delicate one. Ministers dearly wish to 
maintain foe pressure for decommis- 
sioning. Yet if republicans are con- 
vinced this will be the centrepiece of 
the talks, then there wiD be no cease- 
fire. No ceasefire will mean no repub- 
licans at the conference table, which 
means that talks on decommissioning 
would be largely academic. 

Bill Clinton, John Hume and 
Dublin are hopeful that a new offer of 
entry into politics will at some stage 
bring about another ceasefire. The 
republicans, not yet convinced that 
John Major wants to bring them in 
from foe cold, are torn between talks 
that could be a trap and more violence 
which could bring eventual ruination. 


If we can’t kill speed with advertising we can by criminalising it, writes Christian Wolmar 

It’s time you put your foot down, minister 


N o parent watching foe road safety advert- 
ing campaign featuring home videos of chD- 
dren fcSled by speeding motorists can feu to be 


UIC1I frjlivu UJ — . - . 

moved The very gaucheness of foe footage, 
badly lit images of children laririqg about or at- 
img quietly on a sofa, adds to foe poJgn^jy- 
Tbday, foe second phase begtns, 
advertisements featuring foe ^^ebroves 
of those killed talking about their bereavement 
and stressing foe need for more carenzJfoivm^ 
But foe very power of these advertisements 

raises a problem, for foe 

speeding has run for five there have 

L -■*- few signs of airy 

* has been drastically iwhwedthanbi to 
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a driver's licence has broken foe speeding laws. 
It is, indeed, the Ekes of us who are still respon- 
sible for tbc vast majority of foe L200 deaths each 
year- indudutg 160 children -caused by exces- 
sive speed, a third of these killed on the roads. 

The failure of past campaigns led the Depart- 
ment of Transport’s new advertising agency, 
Abbott Mead Vickers, lo go for broke with its 
innovative campaign. Cilia Snowball, the 
agency’s head of client services, says the shock 
treatment was necessary "because drivers are 
very resistant. They see accidents and crashes 

on telly aB foe time, and we had to break through 
people's complacency.” 

The difficulty for the campaigners is that 
speefongismWa more deeptyingnuned. The lat- 
ter was principally a one-on; an aberration by 
otherwise senafcfle people. SJjeedmg is part of the 


is almost an inherent part of foe process. 

Ms Snowball identifies three widespread 
views that prevent speeding being seen as 
socially unacceptable. First, it is considered to 
be a minor infringement; second, everyone 
tHmlfg they are a good driven and third, foe leg- 
islation is not property enforced. Tb mate 
speeding a more serious issue is to challenge the 
unfettered right of motorists to use their cars as 
they wish. But it would be effective. There would 
be very little speeding if you lost your licence 
every time. Or if you were fined £500 or £1,000 
for being 10 miles per hour over foe limit. 

Widespread enforcement could be intro- 
duced. Every time speed cameras are installed, 
foe police and ministers say this is only away 


to prevent speeding and not to raise revenue. 
But why not? Speed cameras cost £27,000 each. 
Why not turn them on all foe time, ensure that 
everyone caught is actually fined, and spend foe 
money on installing yet more cameras? 

If ministers really think that speeding is as 
serious as drink-driving, then they have to crim- 
inalise it. There should be an invasion of traf- 
fic humps and other measures. Virtually foe 
whole roads budget could be allocated to this 
in an emergency programme that would trans- 
form residential streets. Of course such moves 
would delight motorists - and that means most 
voters - as much as following a caravan up a 
windy mountain road. But at least many fami- 
lies would be spared foe prospect of being asked 
for video footage of their dead children for foe 
next campaign. 


Freedom to 
risk your life 

Mountaineering is dangerous, but 
legislation will not deter climbers, 
writes Stephen Goodwin 


T here was little surprise 
among mountaineers yes- 
terday at the grim news from 
Mount Everest - at least eight 
climbers have died in the past 
few days and several more have 
suffered severe frostbite as high 
winds and blizzards have raked 
the 8,848m peak. 

With the advent in the 1990s 
of commercial expeditions to 
the world's highest mountain, 
foe growth m the number 
attempting Big E made a death 
loll on foe scale of last week- 
end’s inevitable. Clients on the 
expedition led by the New 
Zealander Rob Hall - himself 
presumed dead in the freezing 
nell above the South Col - had 
paid £43,000 for foe trip. The 
fee, one of foe highest charged 
for Everest, induacd a satellite 
Ifek to call home but no guar- 
antee of a safe return. 

Three people are confirmed 
dead from Mr Hall’s team, 
including Yasuko Namba, a 47- 
year-old Japanese woman, who 
bad just become the oldest 
woman to climb Everest. Scott 
Fischer, the leader of a mainly 
US commercial expedition, is 
also feared dead. 

The climbing community has 
been uneasy about commercial 
expeditions. The idea smacks of 
package holidays, and it con- 
flicts with the sport’s principle 
of self-reliance. It also leads to 
overcrowding. Yesterday there 
were re portal to be some 50 
climbers spread about the 
Nepal side of Everest May is 
foe busiest month on Everest 
Some 20 climbers tackled foe 
summit on Fxidiw but were hit 
by storms early on their 
descent. Frost-bitten and 
exhausted climbers were stiH 
being helped down yesterday. 

Mr Hall and Mr Fischer are 
mountaineers whose track 
records stand comparison with 
the best in the hard game of 
Himalayan mountaineering. 
Mr Hall may have sacrificed Ms 
own chance of survival by 
remaining with a dying Amer- 
ican client He reportedly told 
his pregnant wife by satellite- 
phone on Saturday: “Hey, look, 
don’t worry about roe”, but he 
was already badly frost-bitten 
and in a desperate situation 
above the South Col (8,400m). 

Paying for a place on an 
expedition may generate a false 
sense of security, as one is part 
ofa group led by a professional. 
Mr Hall had been to foe sum- 
mit of Everest five times, which 
was part of the reason he was 
able to charge such high fees. 
But as Tom Prentice, editor of 
the magazine Climber, summed 
it up: “In the final analysis, you 
are on your own. I’m not sure 
some of the people going cm 


these trips know what they 
could be getting into.” 

Steve Bell, managing director 
of Himalayan Kingdoms Expe- 
ditions, foe UK leader in this 
field, is certain his clients know 
the score, but he acknowledges 
that for some firms there may 
be “conflict” between the expe- 
rience required of punters and 
commercial viability. Mr Bell's 
firm has a mainly British learn 
of three guides and seven clients 
on the Tibetan north side of 
Everest. They sat out the storm 
in a camp at 6J00m. Each 
diem paid £16,000. 

Mr Bell has just started 
putting together an expedition 
from the Nepal side for May 
1997 for which the fee will be 


Commercial 
climbs conflict 
with the principle 
of self-reliance 


£25,000. But he insists com- 
mercial considerations never 
come before experience. 
Clients for Everest must have 
climbed above 6,500m - which 
means in the Himalayas or 
other great ranges - and be psy- 
chologically suitable. 

Anyone conning (heir way on 
to a trip would most likely be 
found out above base camp' and 
ordered down for the safety of 
all concerned, says Mr Bell. 
“He would just have bought a 
very expensive trekking holi- 
day.” The difference m cost 
between a climb from the south 
side or from Tibet is largely foe 
result of foe high peak fee 
charged by foe Nepalese - 
$70,000 for a team of five and 
$10,000 each for additional 
members. The money goes into 
the government’s coffers, but 
how much filters down to some 
of the poorest people on earth 
is another controversy. 

Since Everest was first 
climbed in 1953, 750 people 
have readied the summit and 
130 have died on foe mountain. 
Cries for regulation in the wake 
of climbing accidents are noth- 
ing new. After foe 1865 Mat- 
terhorn disaster, foe Times 
thundered: “Is it common- 
sense? Is it allowable?" In 18S2, 
following more alpine deaths, 
Queen Victoria wanted to 
“mark her disapproval" by leg- 
islation. But Gladstone 
doubted the wisdom of inter- 
fering - advice that moun- 
taineers, who above all else 
value foe freedom of their 
sport, would agree with today, 
despite foe deaths on Everest. 
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City leans on Pearson to name Barlow successor 

€/ _ which i 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

City pressure is building on 
Pearson to name an outsider to 
succeed Frank Barlow, the 
media and leisure company’s 
beleaguered chief executive, 
institutional investors have told 
the Independent. 

Unexpectedly high losses at 

Mindscape, Pearson's ill- 

starred US CD-Rom invest- 
ment, was only the latest 
disappointment, the investors 


said. The company re mains 
unfocused and its clutch of as- 
sets too diverse. “At the very 
least, the company should an- 
nounce as soon as possible a 
successor to Barlow," said one 
large investor, as a first step to- 
ward a radical reorganisation. 

Moreover, an internal suc- 
cessor, the preferred option 
for Pearson’s current man- 
agement, is unlikely to satisfy 
institutional shareholders. 
Among possible candidates 
from within the company are 


Greg Dyke, head of Pearson 
Television, and senior executives 
David Bell and John Makmsoo. 

Mr Barlow’s successor is 
scheduled to be named next 
year. A Pearson spokeswoman 
said last night: “I am sure share- 
holders are looking for comfort 
and reassurance. It remains 
our intention to move on the 
issue next May.” 

Senior management, includ- 
ing Mr Baziow, have been meet- 
ing with shareholders since the 
beginning of this month, and 


further contacts are expected 
until well into June. Pearson 
declined to comment on the 
substance of investor’s com- 
ments, although the spokes- 
woman confirmed that 
shareholders have been asking 
about succession plans. 

In recent months, Mr Barlow 
has oveiseen a restructuring of 
operating units, introducing 
dearer lines of management 
control. But the company re- 
mains what one analyst last 
night called “a typical con- 


glomerate: unfocused and tra- 
derperfonmng." 

Some investors came to Mr 
Barlow’s defence yesterday, 
however. “He has made a real 
effort to transform the compa- 
ny," said one. “But he has not 
always been able to carry his 
board." 

Pearson has been the subject 
of intense speculation in recent 
months, as the market lay bets 
it would either be taken over or 
forced to accept radical de- 
merger proposals While shares 


have shot up in recent days, they 
have still underperformed those 
of other media companies in re- 
cent years. 

News that Mmdscape would 
post losses of up to JE46m this 
year particularly infuriated 
some shareholders. “It is dear 
that no one is taking responsi- 
bility for the disaster at NCnd- 
scape,” said one. 

The company has received 
proposals from two sets of 
advisers - Barings and McKra- 
sey - laying oat ways of enhanc- 


ing shareholder value. These in- 
dude a radical break-up pro- 
creating several companies out 
of one. Hendeison Crosthwaite, 
the City braking &w, has cai- 

_ I .tom value* ftfllD to 


cuiateoa ** — -- -r . 

900p a share, compared to last 
night's close of 7l2p. . 

Among the proposals is a 
plan to spin off the company s 
television interests, worth about 

£700 m. Reports over the weet 
end about the possible spmon 
helped push the shares up fop 
yesterday. 


These assets -which include 
Thames Television, GrumJj 
Worldwide ami US-ba«jd AC1 
-arc believed to be among ih«- 

J4S& onsMrpykcw^ 

be interested in seeing a sepa- 
rate listing for his subsdiao^d 

is uncomfortable with Jc cuN 

mn.*" of Pearson s head orticc. 
But a spin-off would leave ft’ar- 
L hiding 

puMfihiDS and Icsiui* » 
S as its Mindscape suhadian. 


‘Draconian’ curbs 
wipe £lbn off 
British Gas shares 


Runaway success to regulatory nightmare 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

More than £lbc was wiped off 
the value of British Gas yes- 
terday as the industry regulator 
Clare Spottiswoode unveiled 
“draconian' new price curbs 
which are almost certain to re- 
sult in the company opting to go 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

The shock announcement of 
new price controls on British 
Gas's pipeline business, 
TransCb Interactional, are for 
more severe than had been ex- 
pected and could jeopardise 
both the company’s planned de- 
merger next year and the in- 
troduction of foil competition 
in the domestic gas market 
from 1998. 

The new price formula will re- 
duce Trans Co's revenues by 
£650tn-£850m next year- more 
than its profits in the last two 
years and bigger than British 
Gas's total dividend payment 
last year. 

British Gas shares plunged 
27p to 201p - their biggest 
ope^Jay fall apart from during 
the stock market crash in 1987 
- as investors panicked about its 
ability to continue paying divi- 
dends under the new formula. 

The new controls, due to 
take effect next April and run 
for five years, will cut prices 
TransQj charges to gas shqapers 
by 20-28 per cent in the first year 
and then keep prices to RPI-5 
in each of the following years. 

Ms Spottiswoode, director 
general of gas supply, said the 
curbs would mean £30 off av- 
erage domestic gas bills next 
year and a reduction of £40-£50 
by the end of the five-year ju- 
ried. Industrial and commercial 


companies could make savings 
ranging from £600 a year for 
small firms to £40,000 a year for 
a company with an annual gas 
bill of £500,000. 

However, British Gas chair- 
man Richard Giordano, ques- 
tioned whether any of the price 
reductions would reed through 
to end customers and suggest- 
ed that they more likely to 
widen the profit margins of in- 
dependent suppliers competing 
with British Gas when the do- 
mestic market is opened to fall 
competition in 1998. 

The regulator said the pro- 
posals “represent a fair balance 
between the interests of oos- 
n umers and the interests of 
shareholders", adding that the 
targets were challenging but 
achievable. 

But British Gas said the pro- 
posals represented “the seizure 
of shareholders’ income on an 
unprecedented scale ” and could 
undermine confidence in the en- 
tire regulatory system while 
putting at ride the safety, relia- 
bility and efficiency ofTEansCo’s 


•• ' -Svv 



‘A fair balance’: Claire 
Spottiswoode of Ofgas 


transportation system. The gulf 
between the two rides makes an 
MMC referral look inevitable. 
Philip Rogeisoo, British Gas’s 
deputy chairman, said it was 
now “highly probable' 1 that it 
would reject Offers proposals, 
triggering an automatic in- 
quiry by the MMC at the end 
of July. He denied, however, 
that this would compromise 
the planned demerger of Ha ns- 
Co and British Gas Energy 
into separate quoted companies 
next March. Ofgas said DuosCo 
had scope to achieve 4 per 
cent productivity gains a year to 
compensate for the lower rev- 
enues it will be allowed. 

The new formula also cuts the 
amount of depredation British 
Gas can charge a year and the 
return shareholders are able to 
earn by lowering the value of 
TrausCo’s assets from their pre- 
sent £X8bn to £9bn-£llbn. 

British Gas said it did not 
accept Ofgns’s proposals nor the 
basis on which they were cal- 
culated and took a swipe at 
both Ms Spottiswoode and 
Ofgas’s consultants, accoun- 
tants Coopers and Lybrand 
and consulting engineers WS 
Atkins, for their lade of under- 
standing of business. 

There is a mechanism in the 
formula to correct for under- 
spending or overspending on 
capital expenditure - an area 
where Ofgas says IransCo has 
been over-estimating forecasts 
by 30 per cent But Ofgas has 
rejected propoals put forward 
tty British Gas for profit shar- 
ing of any excess gains it m ight 
make between IransCo and 
the 40 shippers who use its 
pipeline network. 
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You should have listened to ns, says 


NICOCUTTl 

The collapse in British Gas’s 
share price was greeted with res- 
ignation by some small share- 
holders. also known as Sids, 
yesterday. However, many in- 
sisted on blaming the company 
for its past refusal to listen to 
their complaints. 

Others claimed that despite 
the 27p drop in share prices, 
down to 2)lp, most of the com- 


pany’s 1.7 million shareholders 
would still be better off if the 
price of gas falls for domestic 
users. 

The Reverend Dennis Nadin, 
of Hariow, Essex, who was at 
last year’s stormy British Gas 
annual meeting, said: “This is 
good news for the consumer, 
which is ray primary concern. 
Small shareholders, such as 
myself, will benefit more from 
the cut in prices than we would 


have gained if share prices had 
remained as they are. 

“Large shareholders have 
only themselves to blame for 
what has happened. They re- 
fused to back us in attempting 
to control the behaviour of the 
directors last year.” 

Mr Nadin admitted that he 
was a somewhat untypical 
shareholder “I bought the 
smallest amount of shares] was 
entitled to back in 1986 to band 


them back in the event of the 
Labour Party deciding to re-na- 
tionalise British Gas. 

“Since then, I have held on to 
the shares to argue for a greater 
measure of accountability 
among all public utilities." 

Joseph Lamb, a retired phys- 
iology professor at St Andrews 
University, in Scotland, led a 
2,000-strong small shareholder 
revolt at last year’s AGM. He 
said: “I think the whole tiling 


has - been badly handled. 
Personalty, I blame Richard 
Giordano. All the problems 
appear to have started since he 
became chairman." 

Professor Lamb said that 
soon after the AGM, his wife 
Bridget Cook had sold 2,000 
British Gas shares she owned 
for 290p each: “I felt that since 
I had contributed to the prob- 
lem that I should keep the 400 
I owned.” 


Bank hedges bets on inflation 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The Bank of England wifi say 
in its Inflation Report today dial 
the Government remains more 
likely than not to bit its 23 per 
ccnt'inflation target. But it will 
also emphasise early warning 
signals such as higher costs, 
stronger consumer spending 
and rapid monetary growth. 

The report follows official fig- 
ures yesterday showing that in- 
flation at the factory gate fell last 
month to its lowest since De- 
cember 1994. 

However, higher oil and food 
costs meant the price of some 
materials bought by manufac- 
turers picked up sharply. 

There was also new evidence 
confirming the stronger trend in 
retail sales, especially for hous- 
ing-related items such as fur- 
niture and carpets, 

April's figures were hit by the 
early Easter, according to the 
British Retail Consortium, but 
annual growth in the volume of 
retail sales taking March and 
April together was 4.4 per cent 
against an average of 4 per cent 
during the winter months. 


Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, said yes- 
terday that inflationary pres- 
sures remained subdued 

Most City of London analysts 
agreed. Simon Briscoe, an econ- 
omist at Nikko Securities, said: 
“The downward trend in output 
prices is very encouraging for re- 
tail price inflation over the next 
year or so." 

Evidence on the strength of 
the economy since the Bank’s 
February Inflation Report has 
been mixed. Ahead of retail 
prices for April due later this 
week, the Bank is expected to 
forecast that the target measure 
of inflation will fall further in the 
short run but that the risks of 
higher inflation in the medium 
term have increased. 

Yesterday's producer price 
figures confirmed that manu- 
facturers have been unable to 
pass on cost increases. Their 
output prices rose 03 per cent 
in April, reducing their year-on- 
year increase to 3.2 per cent 
from 3.5 per cent- “Core" 
prices, excluding food, drink and 
tobacco and petroleum, rose 0.1 
pear cent, taking their annual in- 
flation rate down to 2.8 percent. 


The monthly increase in in- 
put costs was disappointingly 
high at 03 per cent, mainly be- 
cause of higher prices for crude 
oil, grains and cocoa. 

The 12-month rate of growth 
increased from 23 per cent to 
3.1 per cent. 

One input prices rose 03 per 
cent in April but fall 03 percent 
in year-on-year terms, leading 
some economists to argue that 



there were no worrying infla- 
tionary implications. They see 
dearer oil and food, which 
make up nearly a third of the 
index of manufacturers’ input 
prices, as temporary. 

However, others were more 
concerned about the potential 
impact on inflation further 
down the pipeline. Michael 
Dicks at m vestment bank 
Lehman Brothers said: “There 
are latent cost pressures. If de- 
mand strengthens we will see 
firms passing them on." 

The financial markets reckon 
there is no scope for another re- 
duction in base rates from the 
current level of 6 per cent 

Mr George said long-term in- 
terest rates m the UK wodd foil 
if the Bank of England had ex- 
plicit responsibility for keeping 
prices stable. That was more im- 
portant than independence, be 


Standard Life set to 
sell £lbn stake in BoS 


May May Hay Maf May May 

90 91 32 93 94 95 96 


In an interview with French 
financial daily La Tribune yes- 
terday he said; “That would im- 
prove the credibility of 
monetary policy, which would 
have an impact on long-term 
yields, because we would not 
take any risks." 


JOHN BSEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Bank of Scotland was put 
into play yesterday as Standard 
Life, Britain’s biggest life mu- 
tual, announced it is consider- 
ing selling its 32-5 per cent 
stake. A relatively muted 14p 
rise in the bank’s share price to 
2523p suggested the maritet be- 
lieved the near £lbn stake would 
be placed among institutions. 

But there was also specula- 
tion that several big UK banks 
that bad previously expressed 
interest in doing a deal with 
Bank of Scotland would now be 
dusting off their dossiers. Both 
HSBC and Barclays are un- 
derstood to have made informal 
expressions of interest over the 
past year to BoS. 

Standard life said it is re- 
viewing its stake because it has 
become too large for its invest- 
ment portfolio. 

“Standard Life continues to 
have confidence in Bank of 
Scotland's future prospects and 
strategies, but we nevertheless 
believe it could be in the 


in terests of our policyholders to 
rebalance our equity portfolio by 
realising some or all of our 
stake in Bank of Scotland,” 
said Scott Bell, managing di- 
rector of Standard Life. 

It is also assumed, given the 
pressures for consolidation in 
the life mutual sector, that the 
Scottish giant is getting its 
books in order for any strategic 
moves it may decide to make.. 
Standard life has appointed 
Lazards to advise on the sale, 
while the Bank of Scotland is be- 
ing advised by Schroders. 

Standard life initially bought 
the 323 per cent stake in Bank 
of Scotland from Barclays in 
1985, paying the equivalent of 
about £25 0m. It is now worth 
approaching £lbn, and accounts 
for about 7 per cent of Standard 
life’s UK equity portfolio. 

Initially there had been hopes 
that the investment would 
provide the basis for closer 
commercial co-operation. This 
never bore fruit, leaving a pure- 
ly financial investment which 
Standard Life decided is too 
large. 



FT Small 


FTMShara 


Z228205 1973470 O.T3t 


1074600 4-l4g.gr +1.4 11594 99 1320437 3 41 


2496.17 +2739 +1.1 255018 22B4.B6 1.9OT 


Jtource. FT Information ( w A2 wanpayiGBorBa] 142 5 3.4 


INTEREST RATE CHANGE 


Investment and Savings 

With effect from 14th May 1996. the micro* rates for the following 
share and deposit accounts will be: 


Type of Account 


SPECIAL 85 
85 day*’ notice 

£100,000 and over 
CAJtT 

£50.000 to £99.999 
CAR- t 

£25,000 rt> £49,999 
CjULt 

£IOJ300 u> £24-999 
CA.1L t 
£5400 to £9,999 
CAJLt 

f*3Wio£4^99 

Cal t 

POSTMASTER. (Ctomd iuu) 


Itfutacoatyfon 

£100.000 and over 
ffio.ooo to msm 
OOJOOO «. £59499 
£10,000 no £29,999 
SL500- to £9.999 
POSTMASTER only 
£1,000- io £9,999 
TOP 60 iQosed issue) 
TOPSOSmUorn 
40 dsyV notice 
£100-000 and o'er 
00,000 lo £99.999 
£25000 to £49.999 
£10,000 id £24*999 
£5.000 id £9099 
£2-500* u> £4099 
TOP SO only 

£590* n» 12.499 


Type of Account 5 


HIGH RISE (Owed toww) 

HICfl RISE (DEPOSIT) ACCOUNT 
bwttticcm 

£50,000 sod over 4 SO 

£25.000 to £49,999 3.00 

£10.000 to £24.999 2.00 

£5.000 rc» £9,999 1.75 

£2^00 io £4.999 I LSI 

1300 to £2.499 J.DG 

£100*4 to £499 0-90 

HEADSTART SAVINGS BOND 
lOosed int) 

H2ADSTAKT (DEPQ5JT) ACCOUNT 
IuMkon 

£250* and mn 4.75 


CLIENTS' RESERVE 
tostun access 

£ too MOQ and over 5.00 

£50.000 to £90399 4 .75 

£25.000 » £49.999 3.00 

£10.000 io £24.999 2 00 

£5.000 ft>£WW |.r5 

CU50Q u £4.999 l.S» 

£500 to £2,999 J .on 

E100-4 u> £490 n.gp 

MONTHLY INCOME ACCOUNT 
7 days’ notice 

£50.000 and ow 5 25 

£25.000 to £49J999 iJjij 

£10.000* to £24,999 4 »5 

(Raw include (1.54? hnnw) 

INVESTMENT SHARE ACCOUNT 
lactam access 

The bonus aitenx iwa equnakan id 

those cOcnd on iheawnspanditm tier, 
of HIGH RISE, lor- babix-a nwr £5.rop 
he mwrf m am dance wnli ihr 
H1GH RISE tain dawn abow. 
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6 Ir die balance in your account is leas ihan IJ(X> fora n-iii.l 
conaecunve months or more, a charge of £1 « r 'h, 

3 ^ :cpun, • «iw*e doi q : ii 
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COMMENT 


‘Should we be feeling 
sorry for the army of 
Slds drafted into 
this Thatcherrte 
experiment in popular 
capitalism in the 
mid-1980s? We've 
been conned, many 
will be saying after 
the spectacular fell in 
the British Gas share 
price of the last few 
years. But have they?' 


business 

You simply can’t have your sweeties and eat them 


s Britain’s most hated company (it’s 
' apparently), few wfll shed a tear 
for poor old British Gas even after the lat- 
est savaging from the gas regulator, Clare 
Spottiswoode. But should we be feeling sor- 
ry for the army of Sids drafted into this 
Thatcberite experiment in pop ular capital- 
ism in die mid-1980s? We've been conned, 
many of them will be saying after the spec- 
tacular fall in the British Gas share price of 
the last few years. But have they? 

Certainly a very good case can be made 
for saying that the ori ginal privatisation 
prospectus was a false one. Wbai British Gas 
has become bears tittle resemblance to 
what was actually sold to investors bade in 

petitive environment hasf>een changed far 
more swiftly and radically than migh t have 
been anticipated then. On the other hand, 
nothing is for ever in this world and it was 
perhaps unreasonable of investors to have 
believed British Gas or the envizimmeot in 
which it operates would remain unchanged. 

The reality is that British Gas has actu- 
ally followed the path that all utility pri- 
vatisations are meant to. Jtastbty it has been 
a somewhat accelerated one, but the glide- 
path is exactly as it should have been. With 
the benefit of hindsight, it is obvious that the 
company was sold on terms which were far 
too generous to investors and did not ade- 
quately address the interests of customers. 
The result of this was that in the early years, 
shareholders enjoyed quite spectacular 


returns. In pan this was deliberate - British 
Gas was underpriced to sell and thereby buy 
Tbiy votes. Bat there was also dramatic and 
to some extent unanticipated scope for 
improvement in the bloated tariff and cost 
structure inherited from the stale. For a 
while, British Gas and its shareholders 
made hay at the expense of their customers. 
If utility regulation works as it should, then 
this apparent imbalance is addressed at the 
time of the periodic price review when cus- 
tomers get to claim the efficiency gains 
achieved over the previous five years. 

That is precisely what is now happening 
and what was always meant to happen at 
British Gas. Thlring the total return to 
shareholders including dividend payments 
since privatisation, British Gas outper- 
formed the rest of the stock market quite 
nicety until a year ago. During that time the 
stock market has risen dramatically. Across 
the lifetime of privatised British Gas. then, 
investors have enjoyed a good, if unspec- 
tacular, return, relative to other shares and 
a fantastically good one relative to other 
“low-risk’’ investments. Far from being poor, 
the returns have actually been realty quite 
remarkable given the type of company 
British Gas is. Furthermore, the underper- 
formance of the past year has been caused 
as much by the company's disastrous take- 
or-pay gas contracts as by the prospect of 
regulatory crackdown. 

What Ms Spottiswoode is now proposing 
is to reduce that overly generous rate of 


return to a more appropriate level. Share- 
holders are not being subjected to the 
“biggest smash and grab ever”, one of the 
more ridiculous of the onc-Iineis dreamt up 
by British Gas's army of spin doctors to 
describe yesterday’s proposals. They are, 
however, having some of the privilege of 
monopoly removed from them. There is no 
doubting that it hurts when your sweeties are 
taken away, but it is hardly the same as being 
conned. 

The same fate has already overtaken BT. 
Over the years ahead water, electricity, 
and, yes, Railtrack, too, will go the same way. 
As the regulator, and in some industries 
competition, begin to bite, the spectacular 
returns of the early years give way to more 
pedestrian ones. 

For those of us who condemned Profes- 
sor Stephen Littlechild for being too las on 
the regional electricity industry, it is hard to 
summon up modi support for British Gas. 
When a company streams this loud, it gen- 
erally means the regulator must have got it 
about right. British Gas is unlikely to get 
much joy out of the MMC. 

Don’t bet your 
shirt on the market 

’^Tobody rings a beD when the market turns, 
JIN and we have had no more success than 
anyone else at calling the top of this cycle. 
We would be the first to admit our scepd- 


dsn was premature, but it would take a hero- 
ically contrarian view to see the current re- 

tihence of the market as anything other than 
the fag-end of a bull run. 

Many of the anecdotal signs of a peak are 
now in place: enthusiasm for blue-sky invest- 
ments, no more clearly exemplified than by 
the imminent arrival in the FT-SE 100 
index of the substantially loss-making British 
Biotech; heavily oversubscribed flotations 
and first day premiums, a classic indicator 
of stockmaiket froth; a boom in unit trust 
sales, which means private investors are now 
pouring more than £lbn a month into the 
market; and strong commodity prices, sug- 
gesting investors on the lookout for a safe 
haven. 

There are some good reasons for not pan- 
icking. Bids, which have already reached 
£10bn this year, comparing well with last 
year’s bumper £37bn total, look set to con- 
tinue in the short term despite the best 
efforts of Ian Lang, President of the Board 
of Ttade. The next year could provide a last 
window* of opportunity and merchant banks 
are beavering away on proposals while it 
remains open. 

The UK market has also underperformed 
markedly in recent months, compared with 
both the Dow and other European bourses, 
providing some scope for relative recovery. 
Consumer spending is showing encouraging 
signs of life, the bousing market is picking 
up and recovery in Europe means the out- 
look for exports is better than for some time. 


The bear case looks more and more com- 
pelling, however. While not desperately 
overstretched, the market looks as highly 
rated on a basket of key valuation measures 
as at any time since the last serious jitters 
in 19S9. It is normally right to worry when 
the market is yielding less than 4 per cent, 
even if in a low-inflation world that repre- 
sents a decent return. 

Other factors that will hold shares back 
This year are: the high number of gilt 
redemptions that will divert the overseas 
r-acTi that might otherwise have flowed into 
the equity market; an increasingly nervy Wall 
Street as good growth in the US economy 
puts pressure on American interest rates; 
and the dwindling prospect of a base rate cut 
now if that would run the risk of a politically 
damaging uptick tn the cost of money ahead 
of an election. 

On top of all this, we have news, courtesy 
of a Gallup poll, for Merrill Lynch, of a wor- 
rying switch by UK fund managers out of 
equities into property and index-linked gOts. 
According to the survey, a balance of 35 per 
cent of respondents are planning to reduce 
their exposure to equities a marked shift in 
sentiment over the last month. 

The biggest concern, however, is political 
risk, which the most bearish analysts believe 
could wipe IS per cent from the market's 
current level if foreign investors take bight. 
Sell in May and go away has hardly earned 
its keep as a reliable stockmarket saw in 
recent times. This could well be its year. 


’ BAe to back bid 
for Thomson after 
missile alliance 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
and CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

British Aerospace is set to bade 
a joint bid for the state-owned 
French defence electronics 
group Thomson-CSF follow- 
ing the announcement yester- 
day of a £lbn tie-up with 
another French group, the mis- 
sile producer Matra Hachette. 

The announcement came on 
the eve of president Jacques 
Chirac's state visit to Britain to- 
day and marks a further stage in 
Anglo-French defence cooper- 
ation following GEC Marconi’s 
link-up on sonars with Thomson.-. 

BAs is to pool its own mis- 
Sjjps division, BAe-Dynamics,- 
vJth those of Matra to create 
Europe’s biggest missile sup- 
plier with combined sales of 
£lbn a year and 6,000 employ- 
ees. The new grouping will pro- 
vide a powerful European 
competitor to US groups such 
as Lockheed Martin which 
merged last year. 

France’s Aerospatiale and 
DaimlerBenz Aerospace of 
Germany combined their mis- 
sile businesses six months ago. 

As part of the deal BAe has 
also agreed to “support” plans 
by Matra 's parent company, 
Lagadere, to acquire a majority 


shareholding when Thomson- 
CSF is privatised. 

A BAe spokesman said this 
could involve financial ha cking. 
BAe s interest is in combining 
some of Thomson-CSFs missile 
operations into the new Anglo- 
French joint venture with Matra. 

The new company, to be 
called Matra BAe Dynamics, 
wfll be owned 50:50 and wiD 
have a British chairman and a 
French chief executive It wfll be 
registered in France. 

BAe is to pay the joint com- 
pany £5 0m to £11 0m over the 
next four years dependent on 
the level of orders it captures^.. 
The payment reflects the right- 
ly larger "size of Matra Ha- 
cbette which accounts for about 
60 per cent of the combined 
turnover. 

BAe’s dynamics business is 
based in Stevenage, Bristol and 
Lostock near Bolton and em- 
ploys just under 3,000 people. 
Matra employs a farther 3,000 
in France. 

The two companies are al- 
ready teamed on the Casom 
project - a air-launched cruise 
missile flying at just under the 
speed of sound with a range of 
250 km - for the Mnistiy of De- 
fence. The missile is known as 
the Storm Shadow, and is a vari- 


ant of Matra’s Apache. 

Matra and BAe are also part- 
ners in foe consortium supply- 
ing the Future Medium-Range 
Air-to-Air Missile, called foe 
Meteor, for foe Eurofighter. 
The Meteor is a ranget-pewered 
missile, flying at three to four 
times foe speed of sound and 
aide to destroy enemy planes at 
50 miles. The contract may be 
worth up to £900m. 

BAe’s product range includes 
the Rapier ground to air missile, 
the Ttigat anti-tank missile and 
the Asram advanced short- 
range air-to-air mk«ile being 
supplied to .foe. MoD. Jt also 
makes two naval missiles - the 
Sea Wolf which is used to arm 
Royal Navy frigates and foe Sea 
Skua anti-ship missile. 

The Matra range includes the 
Mica faimfy of air-to-air missiles, 
flic Apache air-to-ground mis- 
sile, foe Mistrale surface-to-air 
missile and the Milas torpedo. 

The two companies have been 
negotiating a merger of their mis- 
sile businesses for nearly two 
yeais and the deal stiD needs UK 
and French government and 
regulatory approval. Provided 
that is forthcoming it will be the 
first of the European defence al- 
liances that BAe chief executive 
Dick Evans has been seeking. 


Make-or-break Apple cuts model range 



Getting down to core products: Apple chief executive Gilbert Amelio 


DAVID USBORNE 

New \tirk 

Apple Computer is cutting its 
model range in half to about 20 
and reducing the Dumber of op- 
erating systems it sells from six 
to one in another drastic at- 
tempt to cut costs and revive its 
fortunes. 

The new strategy, regarded by 

S analysts as a make-or- 
moment for the once- 
mighty-bul-now hobbled com- 
puter company, was announced 
yesterday by its recently in- 
stalled chief executive, Gilbert 
Amelio, at a conference of soft- 
ware developers in California. 

In one g fimm er of good news, 
Mr Amelio told foe developers 
that sales of Apple products 
rose by 40 per cent in April over 
March. Shares in Apple were 
unchang ed at midday yesterday 
at $27.25 after Mr Amelio’s 
comments. 

Mr Amelio took over at Ap- 
ple in February after foe oust- 
ing of his predecessor, Michael 
Spmdler. At the time, the com- 
pany was in deep crisis, having 
just announced a quarterly loss 
of $69m and plans to lay off 
1,300 staff Squeezed by foe in- 
creasing market domination of 
the Win tel standard, combining 
Microsoft’s Windows operating 
system with Intel’s ctup tech- 
nology, it had seen its world PC 
market share drop to 7 per cent. 

Since his arrival, Mr Amelio 
has weathered foe announce- 
ment of a subsequent quarterly 
loss of $740m - the worst in the 
company’s history - which in- 
cluded a large inventory write- 
down, while be has moved to sell 


a manufacturing plant in Col- 
orado and to eliminate another 
1.000 jobs. 

So intenity anticipated was Mr 
Amelio’s speech foal some ob- 
servers were comparing it to foe 
introduction in 1984 of foe first 
easy-to-use personal computer 
with the Macintosh operating 
system. That transformed Ap- 
ple into America’s number one 
PC manufacturer. 

Under Mr Amelio, foe com- 
pany has also signalled its in- 
tention to focus intently on 
developing products to make it 
easier for consumers to ex- 
plore and use the InterneL 

“I have a vision for this com- 
pany, 1 have a dream, if you win 
- to bring computing to rest of 
us," Mr Amelio told yesterday’s 
conference, noting that global 
sales of computers are expect- 
ed to double by the end of the 

mill e nnium . 

Mr Amelio said he intended 
to cut foe number of models 
made by Apple by 50 per cent 
over the next 12 months. Mean- 
while, by paring the number of 
Apple operating systems from 
six to just one, be said he hopes 
to focus all of foe company's en- 
ergies on foe Mac system. 

Through his cost-cutting 
strategy, Mr Amelio signalled 
that he expected to be able to 
make Apple profitable again on 
a total revenue of $9bn, com- 
pared with the Jllbn in revenue 
generated try sales in 1995. 

Mr Amelio is also accelerat- 
ing Apple’s slow change of 
heart in agreeing to allow oth- 
er manufacturers to done Ap- 
ple systems under licensing 
agreements. 


Bosses fear Labour crackdown on councils 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


be number of companies 
>rced to establish European 
Forks councils will double un- 
er a Labour government, ac- 
arding to employers’ leaders. 

Some 300 UK-based multi- 
ationals wQl be covered by the 
Irussels directive, compared 
ith foe present 150 because a 
Hair a dminis tration is expect- 
d to sign up to the Social 
3iapter of the Maastricht 
reaty. 

The full impact of Labour 
olfcy will surprise British com- 
panies, many of which are 
trongty suspicious of works 


councils, and could damage 
Mr Blair’s attempts to make ms 
party appear busmess-fnendty. 

Peter Reid, an employment 
law specialist at foe federation, 
yesterday pointed out that un- 
der foe Social Chapter British 
workers would be included in 
foe count to dedde whether 
firms were big enough to be 
covered by the directive. All 
companies with 1,000 staff in 
the European Union with at 
least 150 in each of two coun- 
tries have to set up legally 
backed structures to consult 
and inform employees. At the 
moment only workers in Con- 
tinental EU countries are used 
in foe calculation. 


Mr Reid said that while 
Britain was currently third in 
the league table of European 
economies affected by the law. 
Labour pobey would put foe 
UK at foe top because of the 
existence of a large number of 
medium-sized firms. 

The federation yesterday 
pointed out that there were just 
100 working days left before 
companies which met foe pre- 
sent conditions could establish 
a voluntary structure. After 22 
September, UK-based multi- 
nationals wifi have to enter 
legally backed negotiations to 
establish foe structures. 

If a company refuses to co- 
operate, then employee repre- 


sentatives can apply for a coun- 
cil to be established within six 
months of foe deadline. 

If genuine negotiations prove 
fruitless, a works council struc- 
ture will be imposed in Sep- 
tember 1999. 

In informal contacts with 
the Labour Party Mr Reid be- 
lieves he has won assurances 
that companies would be given 
a fresh deadline to reach a vol- 
untary agreement The feder- 
ation has asked for a “breadring 
space” of up to two years. 

A future Labour govern- 
ment would also have to intro- 
duce its own laws on how 
negotiations should take place 
and the exact structure of woiks 


councils. Till then companies 
can opt to be “headquartered” 
for foe purpose of works coun- 
cil legislation in any country it 
found foe most favourable. 

Under foe status quo. Ger- 
man laws were among foe most 
strict, providing for imprison- 
ment where there was uncon- 
stitutional interference with 
foe business of works councils. 
The law in Ireland appeared to 
be foe most liberaL 

The federation official said 
that some British burinesses 
were facing a “very messy" 
time after 22 September. He es- 
timated that some 20 compa- 
nies did not appreciate foe full 
impact of foe legislation. 


ITV companies launch ad blitz 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

ITV companies yesterday 
unveiled a television and press 
marketing campaign worth as 
much as £30m, in an effort to 
see off commercial competitors 
and to attract new viewers. 

The campaign marks a step 
toward much closer co- 
operation among ITV comp- 
anies, which have squabbled m 
the past over issues such as 
scheduling, production and ad- 
vertising share. It follows con- 
firmation last week that the ITV 
companies will also develop 
common plans for foe launch of 
digital television services. 

Launching foe marketing 


campaign, Steve Morrison, man- 
aging director ofLWTand chair- 
man of the ITV Marketing 
Group, said: “Ws are out to show 
that ITV is the most popular 
television channel in Europe.” 

Developed by M&C Saaicbi, 
foe campaign comprises six 
new 60-second TV adverts, the 
first of which was launched on 
ITV last night In addition, ten 
10-second commercials will be 
peppered throughoat the 
schedule from now until foe end 
of foe year. 

The adverts feature well- 
known ITV personalities ex- 
tolling foe virtues of other 
network programmes. Jade and 
Vfera, from Coronation Street, 
wax poetic about the South 


Bank Show, while two regulars 
from Gladiators debate foe rel- 
ative merits of contemporary 
and costume dramas. 

The television campaign rep- 
resents about £26m worth of 
ITV air time. The ITV compa- 
nies are also spending £5m on 
press and trade advertisements, 
posters and some special “mul- 
timedia” events. All adverts 
will indude the ITV-3 logo and 
foe words, “Britain’s most pop- 
ular button." 

The commercial broadcaster 
has angered advertisers by 
pushing rates higher year on 
year, despite declining audi- 
ences ana a bitier battle for 
viewers with the BBC and 
Channel 4. 
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Eager Beazer puts faith in Church 


Beazer Homes’ £35 ,7m deal to buy 
Charles Church, the all-but-failed up- 
market housebuilder, looks pricey on 
the face of it. Now the UK's third- 
largest builder. Beazer believes it has 
done well to pick up such a good name 
for a mere Dm in goodwill and in just 
the area of the market where it has 
staled its intention to expand. 

But that goodwill calculation would 
have been higher had Beazer not in- 
creased the value its puts on Church's 
assets. It also assumes that the £9.Sm 
value ascribed to the 6400 plots with- 
out planning permission in its "strate- 
gic" land bank is anywhere near 
accurate. 

Whether those values are right or 
wrong, the short-term returns on the 
sale look set to accrue to the Royal 
Bank of Scotland rather than Beazer. 
The bank converted from being the 
group's leading lender to its owner in 
February after buying out the nine 
other banks in the (ending consortium 
in a deal worth £13.6m. Even adding 
back the £14.5m in (written-downy 
loans it had sunk into Church, the 
Royal Bank appears to have made a 
decent tum on yesterday's sale. 

By the same token, Beazer is not buy- 
ing the same group which in the 1980s 
was a by-word for luxury homes in the 
South-east of England! The sudden 
death of its eponvmous founder in 
19S9, combined with five years or so 
of recession, have dearly taken their 
toll on Charles Church. At its peak in 
1988, the group sold 575 bouses at 
around £500,000 apiece to return prof- 
its of £18m. By contrast, in the year to 
last August Church sold 193 units and 
made £4.1 m before interest charges of 
around £3m, and Beazer concedes that 
trading has deteriorated somewhat 
since then Perhaps the most telling fea- 
ture of the group s decline is that the 
average selling price had tumbled to 
£180,000 by last year. 

That said, Beazer s contention that 
the past should be no guide to the fu- 
ture carries some weight The deal, 
which it claims wQ] be earnings-en- 
hanring. includes a three-year landbank 
and a company making an operating 
margin of 11.8 percent well up with 
the best in the industry and Beazer*s 
own margins. 

More importantly, despite its decline 
in recent years, the brand name re- 
mains strong in the South-east and 
should provide a strong platform for 
Bearer's ambitions to roll it out acres 
the country. The aim ewer the next four 
to five years is to grow Church back to 
the level where it is again building be- 
tween 500 and 600 houses a year. And 
as the rich get richer, this area of the 
market should see significant growth 


The Investment Column Kunick sold50 
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in the future. In the meantime, though, 
the shares, unchanged at 195p, are up 
with events on a forward p/e of 16 un- 
til the outlook for the housing market 
becomes dearer. 


Game-over 
time at Eunick 


Investors in gaming machine operator 
Kunick have been on a winning streak 
since the sale of half its nursing homes 
associate Goldsborough eased the 
debt burden by £30m. Anybody brave 
enough then to buy shares at their all- 
time low of 3p is now showing a 1,000 
per cem return. 

The launch of the National Lottery 
threatened to reverse their run of luck 
until new gaming laws were intro- 
duced. The new rules raised the prize 
limit on one-arm bandits in pubs and 
amusement arcades from £o to £8 in 
tokens. All-cash fruit machines are be- 
ing installed from July. 

But it was the prospect of Kunick tap- 
ping into Britain’s 9,000 betting shops 


that has sustained interest in Kunick's 
shares, which almost doubled in the last 
year. Bookmakers will be able to in- 
stall two machines in each shop when 
the new rules come in this summer. 

With 16 per cent of the country's 
200,000 fruit machines, Kunick looked 
well-placed to take advantage of a mar- 
ket analysts reckoned could generate 
£lm extra profit for every 3,000 new 
machines. 

Kunkk, though, now says it is not go- 
ing to chase market share when book- 
ies install up to 15,000 machines. 
Chief executive Russell Smith insists 
Kunick will have “a decent represen- 
tation" but it wfll not take on loss-mak- 
ing betting shop contracts. 

He may be right, but unless analysis 
overes timated the size of this market, 
Kunick’s more lukewarm stance sug- 
gests it is struggling in the face of tough 
competition from the likes of Leisure 
Machine Services, the Bass-owned 
market leader. 

The cost of upgrading existing ma- 
chines was one reason why interim pre- 
tax profits released yesterday foil from 
£7 .9m to£4.0m, though the main cul- 
prit was the absence of a £3.9m ex- 
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ceptional gain taken last year when 
Kunick sold 50 per share of its French 
nursing homes business. 

Brokers have pencilled in pre-tax 
profits of about £I0m, implying a p/e 
ratio of 20 falling to 16 next year if 
£11.7m is made. The shares fell yes- 
terday 0.75p to 3Q25p and are likely 
to slip lower now that the de-regula- 
tion story appears, for the time being, 
to have tun its course, lake profits. 

Fair MAID not 
for faint hearts 

MAID, the on-line business informa- 
tion group run by Dan Wagner, 31, is 
riding the crest of the Internet wave. 
In an eventful two years on the stock 
market, its shares have risen from the 
lOOp issue price to 25 9p while the mar- 
fcet capitalisation has soared to £24Qm. 
This is quite an. achievement for a com- 
pany that racked up sales of less than 
£10m last year and is forecast to 
pia lcftfi losses of £3.7m in 1996. 

The value is based on MAID’s im- 
pressive technological know-how, 
which h harnesses to supply business 
info rmati on such as newspaper cut- 
tings, market research and news wire 
services to a growing subscriber base. 
It doesn’t own the copyright of this in- 
formation but has developed systems 
that son and package it in a way few 
rivals can match. Given the vast mass 
of information available on the Inter- 
net, that is an important selling point. 

MAID’s position in the market is 
strong if not impregnable. It has 10 
years of experience in the field, giving 
it a significant head-start on many ri- 
vals. Yesterday’s first-quarter figures 
were broadly as expected, with a dive 
into the red as MAID invests in new 
sales offices and a larger sales force. 
Losses of £L4m in the three months 
to the end of March compared with 
£21 1,000 profits in 1995. Sales were 60 
per cent ahead at £4.5m. Subscriber 
revenue almost doubled to £2.2m 

The company has also been busy 
signing up deals with IBM lo supply 
electronic business intelligence and 
with Fbite to provide hotel guests with 
access to the Internet. 

As with biotech stocks, the other 
stockmazket flavour of the month, rat- 
ing companies like MAID is more art 
thamstience and' all about taking a bet 
-on unquantifiahle potential Broker 
iGiaries Stanley is forecasting losses of 
. £3.7m this year turning into profits of 
£12.6m in 1997. A good long-term 
prospect but, as with all technology 
stocks, not for the faint-hearted. 


An awarding day sends 
spin doctors into a wnir 


City Di ary 

John Willcock 


Sir David Simon: Businessman of the Year 


Hectic scenes yesterday as 
Sir David Simon, chairman 
of BP, picked up tire presti- 
gious IvFMG Businessman 
of the Year award- At lunch 
time the press office at ac- 
countants KPMG had to 
pick up an award of their 
own first - the Public Rela- 
tions Sword of Excellence, 
for their Leadership pro- 
gramme with rugby hero Will 

OirKng - 

The spin doctors then had 
to charge across London 
from the Intercontinental 
Hotel to the Savoy, where 
industry grandees such as Sir 
Cblin Marshall of British 
Airways were waiting to 
resent their award to Sir 


jLiaviu. Eveiyuimg wem uu 
smoothly, including die after 
lunch speech by Peter 
Mandetson, Labour MP for 
Hartlepool and no mean spin 
doctor himself. 

No doubt Gordon Brown's 
accusation a fortnight ago 
that accountants like KPMG 
were “peddling lies" about 
Labour's tax plans was long 
forgotten. 

Embattled Ken Clarke stuck 
up two fingers at the Euro- 
sceptic right wing of the 
Conservative Party yesterday 
by recruiting two new special 
advisers to Treasury minis- 
ters - one from the BBC and 
one from the European Par- 
liament. 

It is hard to decide which 
will cause most frothing at 
the mouth by the Gorman 
Tendency. Anthony Teasdale 
has been appointed as Spe- 
cial Adviser to the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and 

Forget Sid, the most enthusiastic private shareholder in (he 
world most surely be Ntcolae, his Romanian counterpart. 
Ova- 95 per cent of (lie adult population have opted to invest 
directly in companies via Romania's Mass Privatisation Pro- 
gramme. All citizens over 18 were given coupons to invest, 
anet could opt for five-year investment funds or direct invest- 
ment The subscription period has just dosed and the figures 
for investing in cue firm have exce eded aO expectations. Nioo- 
lae win trade his shares on a Nasdaq -style system. 1 hope he 
knows that shares can go down as well as up. 



joins from the Conservatives 
in the European Parliament 
where he was Senior Polity 
Adviser and previously Head 
of their London Office. 

Paul Gardner has been ap- 
pointed as Special Adviser to 
the Rt Hon W illiam Waide- 
grave, MP, Chief Secretary to 
the Treasury. Gardner joins 
from the BBC’s On the 
Record programme. Good 
luck chaps - you'll need it 

rrv were leaving nothing to 
chance last night with their 
live interview of OJ Simpson. 
All the questions put by 
Granada TV’s Richard and 
Judy were prepared by an 
unimpeachable outride 

S jerl - Gary Solis, legal 
airs adviser with ITV’s 
arch rivals Sky News. They’D 
have Rupert Murdoch read- 
ing News at Thn next 


An extremely tanned and 
relaxed-looldng Sir Rocco 
Forte was seen lunching at 
the Savov Grill yesterday, 
one of London’s most impor- 
tant sites for power lunching. 
One wag was heard to com/ • 
ment that the Savoy mu.: be 
one of the few hotels in Lon- 
don not wholly owned by 
Grenada, Sir Rocco’s neme- 
sis. Whatever, the Forte 
scion looked to be happy to 
be relieved of the burden or 

such a big business... 

There was wry laughter from 
workers in London’s Canary 
Wharf yesterday, the Inde- 
pendent amongst them, when 
the four organisations cho- 
sen to tender for the fran- 
chise to the Docklands Light 
Railway were announced. 

The DLR, Canary Wharfs 
main (ink with central Lon- 
don, has become a byword 
for delays. At the moment it 
receives revenues of £9m a 
year against £23m costs. One 
of the potential franchisers is 
Docklands Area Rapid Tran- 
sit, a joint venture between 
Go-Ahead Group and VIA 
GTI. If they can make the 
DLR truly “rapid" they will 
have performed a miracle. 


Asbestosis ruling poses new setback for T&N 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

T&N. the engineering group, 
. has suffered a new blow in its 
attempt to put a cap on its mul- 
ti-million pound asbestos lia- 
bilities after a US court upheld 
an appeal against a class action 
settlement reached in 1994. 

The ruling, coining just after 
the appeal court in London 
extended T&bTs liabilities on 
this side of the Atlantic, repre- 
sents the second setback in six 
weeks for the group, which as 
Turner & NcwaU was once one 


of the world’s largest asbestos 
groups. 

The shares plunged 13p to 
162p yesterday, wiping nearly 
£70m from the group's market 
value. 

T&N has already paid out 
over £3 50m in asbestos claims 
over the past 11 years, of which 
over £300m bas gone to indi- 
vidual victims in the US. The lat- 
est ruling threatens the 
so-called Georgine settlement 
reached by the Center for 
Claims Resolution, a co-oper- 
ative involving 20 asbestos 


groups of which T&N is a mem- 
ber, which had attempted to cap 
those liabilities by creating a 
judicially approved framework 
for settling out of court the tens 
of thousands of claims for 
asbestos-related diseases com- 
ing forward every year in the 
United States. 

Last Friday’s successful ap- 
peal on procedural matters 
threatens to bring claims back 
into (be courts by lifting the in- 
junction that requires all 
claimants to use the settlement 
procedures. T&N bas yet to de- 


ride what to do next It bas 21 
days to mount an appeal against 
the ruling and it is understood 
that a high-level representative 
of the company has flown to 
New York to meet other mem- 
bers of the CCR to discuss 
their next move. 

A source at the company 
said yesterday that their legal 
advice was that there were good 
grounds for challenging the 
judgment But be admitted that 
the ruling was a setback. 

“The main idea was to stop 
lawyers making a lot of money 


and for people to get paid more 
quickly.” The latest judgment 
meant that future claims would 
be more costly than under 
Georgine and there would be 
more of them, he said. 

“I think what you will see is 
a greater number because there 
wfll be a number of scurrilous 
claims and the legal cost win be 
higher because we will have to 
eliminate those.” 

Sandy Morris, engineering 
analyst at NatWest Markets, 
said the decision meant “a lot 
of good effort and hard work 


had been undone ... the suras 
may not rise materially, but what 
poor old T&N needed was an 
end to uncertainty.” 

He said the one glimmer of 
hope was that the rulmg had not 
relied on constitutional ground 
of a denial of human rights. 
However, the latest news along 
with worries about the car mar- 
kets into which it sells many of 
its products were likely to cause 
him to downgrade ms profits 
forecast for this year from 
£135m to between £125m and 
£130m. 
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Richards shares 
dive on warning 


Another 570 go 
at Yarrow yard 


NIGEL COPE 

Shares in Richards Group, the 
Birmingham-based specialist 
engineer, plunged more than 20 
per cent yesterday when the 
company warned of a “sub- 
stantial” pre-tax loss for the 
year to December. 

It also announced the with- 
drawal of the dividend and 
“certain accounting errors” in 
its accounts. Finance director 
Nicholas Morgan offered his 
resignation which has been ac- 
cepted with immediate effect 

Richards, which makes steel 
support systems used in bridges 
and power stations, reported 
profib of £276,000 last year and 
was expected to increase prof- 
it to around £400,000 this time. 
The shares fell 8p to 25p on the 
news. 

The company said that 

during the aadit of the year-end 
accounts, the company was 

made aware of certain ac- 
counting errors which led to the 
management accounts being 
overstated. 

The errors primarily relate to 
costings used m the contracting 


and access flooring business 
where the reported margins 
were much higher than those ac- 
tually earned. 

Though Richards made prof- 
its of £1.4ra in 1990, its per- 
formance bas been pateby smee. 
It has made only negligible 
profits since 1992. 

Recently it has achieved 
some success in the export mar- 
ket, selling steel supports to the 
Far East and Pakistan. 

Last year the company re- 
ported trebled profits of 
£276,000, helped by improved 
confidence in the engineering 
sector and a 32 per cent increase 
in exports at the engineering 
business. 

The company also said that 
the proposed landfill tax which 
was unveiled in he last Budget 
had led to an increase in inquiries 
from the foundry industry about 
its thermal reclamation 
technology. 

It a the second time in three 
years that shareholders have 
suffered a dramatic cut in tire 
dividend. In 1993 the company 
slashed the pay-out from 4.4p 
to 225p, blaming the recession. 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Yarrow Shipbuilders on the 
Qyde is to lose 570 jobs over the 
next three months, bringing 
the total reduction since the 
start of the year to about 1,000. 

Yarrow blamed the new job 
losses on a gap in the order 
book, despite the fact that the 
yard won a£400m order in Feb- 
ruary from the Ministry of De- 
fence to build three Type 23 


When the redundancy pro- 
gramme was first unveiled in 
February ahead of the an- 
nouncement of the TVpe 23 or- 
der, the company honed that 


1,000 jobs or more might have 
to go unless the Type 23 came 
to Yarrow. 


But now the threatened total 
has been reached even with the 
order in place. 

A spokesman for Yarrow said 
today: “Wte always said there 
would be a second latch of re- 
dundancies. We thought that 
would be in April, we have man- 
aged to hold it off until May.” 
Of the total to go, 490 man- 


ual workers and 80 staff and 
managerial employees are af- 
fected, mainly from the pro- 
duction side. 

The workforce at the yard wfll 
have reduced from 2,900 at 
the beginning of the year to 
1,900 in three months’ time. A 
Yarrow spokesman said: To the 
longer term we'd like to recruit 
people again.” 

Yarrow is owned by GEC 
which last year took over the 
VSEL warship yard at Barrcnv. 
GEC gave assurances that it 
would keep both yards open. 

George Kerr, a convener at 
the yard, said unions were 
warned during the last round of 
re dun dan c ies m February to ex- 
pect many more jobs would go 
because of a gap in the order 
book and in ship building pro- 
grammes. 

“We were told to expect hun- 
dreds of redundancies and hun- 
dreds we have received. The 
mood is depressed, heads are 
down and morale is low. Every- 
body is just low in spirits.” 

He did not expect the jobs sit- 
uation to improve at the yard 
until next year. 


In Brief 


• Marks & Spencer would free costs of about £10Qm to changP, 
its cash registers if a single currency was introduced in Europe, 
company finance director Robert Colvfll told an all-party Trea- 
sury Select Committee of MPs investigating the third state of eco- 
nomic and monetary union. 

• Japan’s current account surplus shrank further in March to 
¥l,263m from ¥l,380m a year earlier. The surplus on trade in 
goods declined by just over 7 percent lo ¥1 ,369m while the deficit 
on services increased to ¥502.7m from ¥438m. 

• Ladbroke chair man John Jackson bas confirmed that the com- 
pany is in talks with Hilton Hotels of America which could lead 
to a deal. Ladbroke already controls the When International name 
outside the US. Talks were at “an early stage” he told shareholders 
at the annual meeting yesterday. Current trading is encouraging 
at Hilton in the first four months of the year but marginally down 
in Ladbroke's betting and gaming divisions. 

• John Mowlem, the construction group, bas announced that fi- 
nance director diaries Barton will leave next month. Gerry Brown, 
deputy chairman, will lake over until a replacement can be found. 

• Interbrew is in exclusive talks with Whitbread about a long- 
term licence for Whitbread to brew four brands of Interbrew's 
Labatt beer in the UK. Any UK licence would cover brewing of 
Labatt's Canadian Lager, Labatt Blue, Lahatt’s Ice, and Rolling 
Rock brands and would involve production of about 400.000 bar- 
rels a year. 

• Walt Disney will sell Los Angeles television station KCAL Chan- 
nel 9 to Young Broadcasting Inc for $385m (£254m). The Fed- 
eral Communications Commission ordered Disney to sell KCAL 
as a condition of its approval for the acquisition of Capital 
Cities/ABC Inc. 

• WH Smith director John Roberts wfll leave the company in 
June after 22 years with the company. He is managing director 
of the distribution services division and also headed the business 
supplies division before its sale to French group Guilbert. * 
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Jobs cut as Powerstore shops are closed 


NIGEL COPE 

Administrators at Powerstore. 
the collapsed electrical retailer, 
dosed31 tfdteshcra yesterday 
with the loss of 245 jobs. A fur- 
ther 24 head office jobs will also 
go, including those of founding 
chief executive Clive Vlotman 
and finance director Bill Colley. 

Most of the shops that will 
close are high street locations 
in the East Midlands and York- 
shire. The remaining 54 shops 


will remain trading while a 
buyer is sought. Administrators 
Arthur Andersen said they had 
received several expressions of 
interest from potential buyers 
though none had been for the 
whole group. It is fikety that the 
remaining!? superstores will be 
attractive, though a buyer for 
the smaller high street outlets 
may prove elusive. 

Commenting on the closures, 
David Duggins, an administra- 
tors said: “We have undertaken 


a broad ranging review of the 
financial and trading prospects 
for the businesses and individ- 
ual stores. There are a number 
of cases where an electrical 
outlet is dearly not viable in the 
face of competition from out- 
of-town stores. Fhrthennore, in 
the case of some superstores, 
there is already a substantial 
over-capacity m those loca- 
tions." Asa result, seven of the 
out-of-town stores are to dose. 
Mr Duggins said he has written 


to over 700 customers who have 

paid or made deposits for goods 
which have not been delivered. 

Powerstore was created in 
1993 through the acquisition of 
a group of stores from London 
Electricity. Last year it bought 
70 stores from East Midlands 
and Yorkshire Electridty. It 
collapsed at the end of April 
with debts of £20m after a pe- 
riod of intense competition 
which saw many retailers with- 
draw from the market. 
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Bears set to make way for bulls on Russia’s prospects 


T he Coming Russian Boom is a 
good read -me title tor a book. 


The popular assumption, certainly 
within most of the business commu- 
nity, is thatwhfle China presents enor- 
mous economic opportunities for the 
West, Russia remain pretty much 
a basket case. China, it is often ar- 
gued. got its reform process in the 
right order, introducing the market 
economy before contemplating any 
greater measure of democracy; Rus- 
' sia, on the other hand, got things 
WXIOng by allowing political rfmry . hft- 

fore economic reforms were in place. 

And so it is generally assumed that 
by the second decade of &e next cen- 
tury China will be the world’s largest 
econ omy, while Russia will still be 

wntw H in 

This view of China may well turnout 
to be correct -you have to assume 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

HAMISH McRAE 


that something catastrophic wiU 
occur in China for ft not to continue 
to grow very rapidly. But the per- 
ception of Russia ignores a string of 
positive economic features. These in- 
clude the fact that Russia is not just 


Both authors know Russia inti- 
mately. Professor L^ard, head of the 
Centre for Economic Performance 
at the London School of Econom- 
ics, has spent much rtf the past five 
years advising the Russian govern- 
ment on reform, while John Parker 
has been the Economist magazine's 
Moscow correspondent -in 1992 he 
received the Moscow Union of Jour- 
nalists award for coverage of Rnssia. 
So both are, so to speak, on the side 
of Russia. Bat, as they remind os at 
the start, by and largo the optimists 


rated population and plenty of in- 
vestment finance. Good progress has 
been made in freeing prices and 
markets, and in privatising state 
property; but progress has been poor 
inamtroll^mflatkm.protetlingthe 
weak and in particular establishing a 
donate of legality. The authors see 
this last as the greatest barrier to eco- 
nomjcprognsss, somethin with which 
virtually all foreigners who have 
sought to do business in Russia 
would surely concur. 

The political outlook, they feel, is 


might Russia eventually become? — 
the authors produce the chart shown 
on the left, with degrees of political 
liberalism on the vertical axis and 
economic liberalism in the horizon- 
taloue. It wfll not, they think become 

quite the fall^fiin dinrm B demo cracy 

and market economy ofthe USA or 
France, but equally it will return to 
a controlled economy, though it 
might become very autocratic polit- 
ically in a Peron/Pinochet manner. 

Most likely? Well, “more of the 
same” is the number one scenario 
suggested try the authors, based on 
the assumption that a Yelism/Cher- 


PemooBKY 


Franca 


nomyrdin group continue in power. 
Progress win continue, with the £a- 




‘The fiscal deficit at 4.4 per cent of GDP 
is actually lower than that of the UK’ 


the largest country by land area in 
the world, but it also has the great- 
est stock of natural resources: it is, 
for example, the world's largest pro- 
ducer of natural gas. Perhaps more 
important, it has also a highly-edu- 
cated population, for more highly 
educated than that of developing 
countries with similar income levels. 
So lack of education will not hold 
Jfeck economic growth. 

Because the positive case is made 
so rarefy, this new book 4 launched 
yesterday, deserves serious attention 
by business people and politicians 
alike. It is a tough-minded, rational, 
but fundamentally optimistic assess- 
ment of the chances of Russia be- 
coming a prosperous functioning 
democracy within the next generation. 


have been more right than the pes- 
simists so far. 

Their thesis is this. They set out 
by seeking to answer 12 questions 
about Russia, some principally po- 
litical, others largely economic. 
These range from questions about 
Russia's instincts and history -Kit 
naturally collectivist, autocratic or 
anti-Western? - to questions about 
the reform process: was there too 
much shock therapy, did the West do 
enough to help, and how do people 
five now? 

The economic balance sheet they 
draw up is quite positive. The general 
prognosis is good, since GDP seems 

tn haw, glnppptfl falHngj t hpre are ma s - 

sive natural resources, a highly edu- 


iess certain. The future of the econ- 
omy will be driven by the pursuit of 
wealth, with predictable effects, and 
has natural stabilisers, whereas in pol- 
itics this is less true. Next month’s 
presidential election will be very im- 
portant, for if Yeltsin does win poli- 
cies wiU continue pretty much on 
present lines, while if the Commu- 
nists were to win the outcome is 
much less dear. There would un- 
doubtedly be an economic setback, 
as controls were reintroduced and 
some industries renationalised. 
Eventually these policies would be 
reversed but there would be damage 
in the meantime. 

On the broader pohtfco/economic 
question - what kind of society 


mltiar two steps forward, one step 
back method of advance. The legal 
system will improve gradually, tat 
much regulation will continue. In- 
flation will faD tat gradually. Above 
all, there will be good economic 
growth of 5 per cent a year or more. 

The next most likely outcome is 
neo-communism, some form of left- 
wing nationalism, with higher infla- 
tion, rebuil ding defence and spiring 
to put pressure on former Soviet re- 
publics to link more dosely with Rus- 
sia. It wiU fail - it would not be 
supported by the young - but mean- 
while growth would be more muted, 
though the authors suggest, still at 
4 per cent a year. 

Other possibilities include non- 
communist nationalism — authori- 
tarian rule from the centre or erven 
file right - and the least likely, re- 
form pure and simple. Under this 
last, with a government united be- 
hind economic reform, there would 
be a some in foreign investment and 
they believe growth could be 6 per 
cent or more. 

The most interesting thing here 
from an economic point of view is 







there is a reasonable prospect of eco- 
nomic growth. Figures on the Russ- 
ian economy are notoriously difficult 


to interpret. If you look at conven- 
tional GDP numbers, the economy 
seems to have continued to decline 
last year. If on the other hand you 
look at consumption, which after all 
is more than half of GDP, this has 
been rising shoe the huge faD m 1992. 
Layan] and Parker beheve the econ- 
omy stopped shrinking in 1994. 
That is probably right, though some 
figures suggest that GDP feu further 
last year. 

As a cross-check to the more op- 
timistic assessment have a look at the 
graph on the ijgbt, which shows some 
estimates and forecasts for the Russ- 
ian economy published by the US 
bank J P Morgan in a circular on the 
forthcoming elections. In these fig- 
ures, the Russian economy is just at 
the turning point now: there should 
be just under 2 percent growth this 
year and 4 per cent nexL Inflation 
(sot shown) remains dreadful. 


though it has come down from more 
than 300 per cent in 1994 to a fore- 
cast 75 per cent this year, but some 
ofthe other numbers are fine. Thus 
the fiscal deficit, at 4.4 per cent of 
GDP, is actually lower than that of 
the UK. and the current account is 
in substantia] surplus. 

If you plot the Russian experience 
against that of, say, Poland, it looks 
wholly plausible that in two or three 
years the Russian economy will in- 
deed be growing rapidly: Poland 
started its reform process three 
yeais before Russia, but by last year 
had become the fastest-growing 
economy in Europe. It is worth re- 
calling that in the early stages of PoV- 


er, there will indeed be a coming 
Russian boom. 

One is an historical perspective. 
During the first decade of this cen- 
tury Russia was the fastest-growing 
economy in the world. Two of the 
forces which drove that growth, nat- 
ural resources and clever people, are 
just as strong today. And Russia's 
brand of rough entr^rreneuishqr sug- 
gests that the drive to make money 


is just as strong now as it ever was. 

The other thought concerns the 
improbability of a return to a state- 
controlled economy. 1 have met 
Chernomyrdin only once (1 have nev- 
er met Yelstin) but one remark of his 
stuck in my mind. Did be, we asked 
him, see any case for a return to a 
more centralised economy? “No," 


ish reform, many people felt that 
ftdand, far away to the east and wfth- 
out much of a market tradition, 
would find economic reform much 
more difficult than, say, Czechoslo- 
vakia or Hungary. Now ft is clear that 
Poland is doing as well as any for- 
mer communist state. 

TWo final thoughts -reasons why, 
like Richard Layard and John Park- 


he said. “1 worked under the old sys- 
tem for 40 years. I know it. And it 
is because I know it, I also know how 


badly it worked. So I would never 
want to go back." 

4 The Coming Russian Boom, 
Richard Layard and John Parker. 
The Free Press (S2S) 
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M g jgEgMi Takeover speculation drives Lucas Industries on up 
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3739.2 -15.2 
FT-SE 250 
4512.4 -0.4 
FT-SE 350 
1897.1 -6.0 
SEAQ VOLUME 
710.6m shares, 
35,282 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.19 -0.21 
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Money is still riding on a take- 
over bid for Lncas Industries, 
the acropsace and car compo- 
nents group. 

The shares were once again 
subjected to heavy trading and 
in a volatile session swung 
from a Sp gain to a 13 Jp loss. 
They closed just lp lower at 
233p. 

The group is. without doubt, 
in trading pact talks with ver- 
ity. a US car parts group. The 
stock market hope is they will 
flush out a bidder for Lucas, 
perhaps GM of the US. 

It was a bad day for Sid. The 
legendary private investor 
tempted into the Govern- 
ment's high powered privati- 
sations had to contend with die 
sight of British Gas crashing 
27p to 20 lp. lowest since 1990. 

To pile on the agony. BT. 
down 4p at 333.5p, fell to a new 
12 month low and British 
Steel, unsettled by recent 
trading comments, gave up 3p 
to 183-5p. 


The gas price row between 
the company and its industry 
regulator, Ofgos, seems des- 
tined for the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. But 
even if Gas wins concessions, 
its dividend payments are likely 
to be cut. 

The shares have been as 
high as 357p. They were sold 
at I35p nearly ten years ago. 

BT saw a merger with Ca- 
ble and Wireless as a way of 
off-setting the continuing pres- 
surc from its unfriendly regu- 
lator. The deal however, was 
called off and the shares have 
come down from 36l)p, after 
topping 3S0p. Last year, before 
the regulatory demands be- 
came apparent, they were rid- 
ing at 414p. 

The group also suffered a 
pinprick reversal when Freep- 
ages won a battle to keep the 
OSOQ 192 192 telephone num- 
ber for its information services. 

The Gas blast wiped more 
than 7 points from the FT-SE 
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100 index and with the fall out 
engulfing other privatisation 
shares an early gam was trans- 
formed into a 25.2 fall to 
3,73922 by the close. 

The setbacks could not have 
come at a worse time for the 
controversial Rail track flota- 
tion, which had appeared to 
have won a surprising degree 
of support from private 
investors. 

Bank of Scotland was the 
best performing blue chip, up 
14p at 252.5p. It was spurred 
by confirmation the Standard 
life insurance giant was con- 
templating the sale of its 32J2 
per cent interest. 

Any disposal would put 
BofS firmly into the takeover 


arena although political con- 
siderations could be a problem 
for any predator. Renewed 
talk Barclays could hive off its 
investment arm left the shares 
12?p down at 74S -5p. 

Meyer International, the 
timber group, put on lip to 
448p on reports of a bid from 
Wolseley. 

Pearson, on suggestions it 
could hive off its television side, 
and the ever present possibil- 
ity of bid action, gained 13p to 
712p. 

British Aerospace provided 
some comfort for the army of 

missive "lint with Matra of 
France. 

Orange, up 4 Jp to 249 Jp, 


and United News & Media, 20p 
at 739p, were given a whirl on 
Footsie inclusion hopes. , 
Allied Domecq, the drinks 
group, managed a 2p gain to 
502p ahead of what will be 
poor figures today. Grand 
Metropolitan, reporting on 


Thursday, rose 5p co 446p. 

T&N fell 13p to 162p on the 
latest asbestos setback and in 
a weak building sector George 
Wimpey lost 5p to 242p. 

Drug shares Again attracted 
attention. British Biotech rose 
22p to 2,955p ahead of its im- 
portant presentation for its 
cancer treatment later this 
month and a launch of a vita- 
min tablet lifted Shire Phar- 
maceuticals 12p to 200 p - 
Cortecs International, on en- 
couraging clinical results on a 
vaccine against lung infection, 
rose I8p to 387p. 

Orb Estates rose 5p to 72p 
as the stru gg ling group con- 
firmed it was in reverse 
takeover talks with the un- 


quoted Quintain property firm. 

Another property mtnnow. 

Prior, said it was m discuss^ 
with “various parties, which 

aw lead to a bid One involved 

is Jermyn Estates. Prior roa. 
2p to 110p and Jcnnyn was un- 
changed at 65 Op- 

Newcomer Premiere, a jobs 
agency, closed at 138p ogainst 

25p fotlowinga warning of I kws- 
es but Telspec, the computer 
group, rallied 43p to 533p. af- 
ter test week's profits warning. 

Harry Ramsden s, the 
famed fish and chip enter- 
prise. jumped 38p to 41Sp as 
takeover speculation returned. 
Rank Organisation and Whit- 
bread remain the market s 
favourites to pounce. 

Hay & Robertson gained 4p 
to 62p. It has recruited Scottish 
dubs Celtic and Raugere as well 
as two Italian dubs for Us 
dotting lines. Hay has 11 pre- 
miensh§> clubs as key players. 




□Southend Property may 
hare struck it rich .« Aus- 
tralia. U has 29 BdUon 

shares in Titan Resources 
where the price b» oak 
than doubled following what 
appears to be a substantial 
nickel discovery The property 
group's .Aussie slake, in the 
balance sheet at £2ro, is mm 
worth £l2m. SouihemTs 

shares were valued at "l^p 
in January when British 
Land, NM Rothschild and 
new chairman Graeme Jack- 
son moved in. The Barclay 
brothers are also sharehold- 
ers. There are worries its 92p 
a share asset valuation, 
which was current at the time 
©r the Jackson deal will be 
pulled back although Titan lS 
Sow worth I0p a share. The 
shares rose 2p to 42p. 

□just, a character merchan- 
diser. moved from Ofex to 
AIM. gaining Ip to 4 Sp in 
the process. 
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Ruznama to run into Oaks picture 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

The segment of common land 
they call the Knavesmire has 
been the site of York, races since 
1731, but seldom has it held the 
influence that the old tuifwBJ 
provide this week. 

The grass on this racecourse 
is recognised as being late to 
mature each season and a sim- 
ilar description can be bohed to 
this year's Derby picture. Fol- 
lowing a series of Blue Riband 
trials that have failed to illu- 
minate, there is plentiful space 
for Epsom aspirants to elbow 
their way through the crowd. 

York's first meeting of the 
year will consequently be huge- 
ly significant Whatever wins ei- 
ther tomorrow's Dante Sta kes 
or the Glasgow Stakes the fol- 
lowing day will jump lilr» a 
cricket up the betting list 
In the last 10 years three hors- 
es (Shahrastani. Reference 
Point and Erhaab) have won the 
Derby after success in the 
Dante and the imagination does 
not have to be too flowery to en- 
visage a fourth joining the 
ranks. Shaamil should have 
been in the field but WQIie Hag- 
gas's colt suffered an overreach 


on Newmarket's UmelriliK on 
Saturday and now misses his tri- 
al. His trainer will be scrutinis- 
ing passages from Godolphin’s 
handbook as he follows the 
Lammtaira route and goes 
straight to Epsom. 

These days no-one likes get- 
ting their gauntlets dirty, and 
Nash House, the Dame favour- 
ite, is no veteran of the tracks 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Polydamas 
(York4JlO) 

NB: Double Diamond 

{York 2L35) 

himself. He has won only a 
Newbury maiden, but this slen- 
der evidence has not prevent- 
ed Ladbrokes making him 5-4 
for tomorrow and joint favour- 
ite for the Blue Riband itself 

Others whose prices may be 
subject to a slash and bunt pol- 
icy are Dushyantor, who could 
emerge this week as Hemy Ce- 
cil’s No 1 Derby challenger, 
and Gloiy Of Dancer. The lat- 
ter is trained by Paul Kelleway, 
who is to self-deprecation what 
John McGririck is to hang-glid- 
ing (or self-deprecation for that 
matter). Nevertheless, the sec- 
ond by Kelleway’s charge in 


Sandown's Classic Trial , when 
giving weight to SandTtana, is one 
of the few scores on the door. 

Thursday's Glasgow Stakes 
used to be about as remarkable 
as losing tickets on the Silver 
Ring floor, but three years ago 
it was captured by the subse- 
quent Epsom victor. Comman- 
der In Chief. Then, 12 months 
ago, Thmure, who was to follow 
home lammtarra, was suc- 
cessful, stamping the event as a 
trial of some import 

This week, Nash House's 
nearest rival in the hierarchy at 
Manton, Astor Place, will play 
a pivotal role, along with King 
Alex, whose trainer, Roger 
Chazlzon, won the Lingfield 
Derby Tkxal on Saturday wfth the 
inferior Mystic Knight. 

Compared with whai is to fol- 
low, the hors-d'oeuvres of to- 
day's card is less appetising, 
though there will be some fluc- 
tuation in the Oaks market af- 
ter the Musidora Stakes. The 
last winner of the race to go on 
to take the Classic was Snow 
Bride in 1989, but every year 
since then York has provided a 
horse for the Epsom frame. 

Manton is represented by 
the Kempton winner Sea Spray 
and Magmficient Style will be 
supplemented for the Oaks at 



Sea Spray, who launches Peter Chappie Hymn's York challenge Photograph: Ed Byrne 


a cost of £15,000 if she runs well 
But the best option may be the 
only runner who already holds 
the Classic entry, Ruznama 
(3.40), who is thought by Bar- 
ry Hills to be considerably more 
talented than the animal which 
was buried behind Pricket at 
Newmarket earlier this month. 


Jockey Club put focus on horses' safety 


The Jockey Qub have made the 
welfare of the horse a “strate- 
gic issue” as animal rights be- 
comes an ever more important 
issue and racing comes under in- 
creasing scrutiny, writes John 
Cobb. And racing authorities in 
other countries are using the 
whip regulations in Britain as a 
model for their own rules. Sir 
Thomas Pilkington, the Senior 
Steward, reported yesterday. 

“Were very alert to the po- 
sition of the horse within sport,” 
the Cub’s Executive Director, 


Christopher Foster, said. “We 
are continuing improvements to 
veterinary care on racecourses 
and encouraging courses to in- 
vest in people who have the 
knowledge to improve the un- 
derfoot condition of tracks. 

David Pipe, the Club’s Di- 
rector of Public Affairs, re- 
ported that there has been a 


lie to the more stringent whip 
regulations. “We used to receive 
letters of complaint by the hun- 
dred when there was a bad in- 


cident, now they are in the 
tens. 

“The RSPCAhave been ful- 
some in their praise for the ac- 
tion that racing has taken to 
make Che sport as safe and fair 
as possible. We’ve worked hard 
to remove the traps.” 

The welfare of punters and 
racegoers too is high on the list 
of the Jockey Gob’s priorities 
with a pledge to improve the 
flow of information to those at 
the trade and in the betting 
shop. “Information for pun- 


ters has increased tremendously 
over the past 10 years,” Foster 
said, “and the push to speed up 
stewards’ inquiries and to start 
races at the advertised times has 
been a success. 

“But we will continue to 
press for improvements in that 
area. There is nothing more dis- 
astrous to the chap who wants 
to pop into a betting shop for 
two minutes to watch a race or 
listen to H on the telephone than 
to find that it is going to be off 
six or seven minutes late.” 


Mark Johnston roust like the 
look of the first televised race 
as be saddles two beasts who 
have the credentials to win iL 
Slight preference is for Double 
Diamond (next best 235). 

In the following race there is 
little to choose between Tbp Ba- 
nana and Master Planner 

YORK 

2J& HUMOURLESS quadxoed to 
win by five lengths at Pontefract 
This is a much tougher, but Luca 
Comani believes this colt has all the 
makings of a useful performer. 

□CD 

3.85: Everglades finished with a 
flourish behind u-famnl at Salisbury 
last time but may again find six fur- 
JongstoodxtrtMYANNP'EEisQb 
higher in the handicap after his 
Newmarket win at ibis trip but de- 
fied a disadvantageous draw that 
day. The suspended Frankie Det- 
tori is replaced today by capable 7Jb 
claim er Martin Dwyer. 

□CD 

3-40: RUZNAMA, who recorded a 
win over Obsessive last year, was 


(3.05), who goes well earty in the 
season, especially at this track. 

The bet of the day. however, 
is POLYDAMAS (nap 4.10), 
who looked as though he had a 
few rashers to spare on his 
portly body when fourth in 
fast-run handicap at Newmar- 
ket earlier this month. 



giving Magnificent Style 51b when 
JV< lengths behind her at New- 
market last time and wDl have 
come on for the run. Henry Cedi’s 
fiDy has received glowing reports far 
her gallops work but was the first 
under pressure at Newmarket. 

nm 

4.1*: CASUAL WATER is sui ted by 
this trip, made great strides last year 
and his yard is in form over jumps. 


ZOO Sketch Pad 
Z35 Humourless 
3 j 05 Jayannpee 


HYPERION 
3L40 Ruznama 
4J0 Casual Water 
4w4Q Summer Spelt 


GOING: Good lo Firm (Good In places). 

STAULS: Round rourwe- inside rail; SnaigM com -stands’ side. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nooe. 

■ Lett-hand. ILshapod course. Fla and ideal tor Che powerful galloper. 

■ Course kt lm Sotcfiy on A1038- York station lm. ADMISSION: Courfly Stand £20, 

a-day bad#? £50 (16-26 ywr-oMs £13 duly); Tbmasadis £12. 3-<by badge £28: SBwr 
Ring if. 3-day badse £10 (0 APb£2Jj 0 difly); Course £3, bodge £6 (QAPs £1 J50). 

Accompanied under. Ida bee aD endomius. CAK PABK: Five. 


FORM GUIDE 

Doubt* Qtenood had a busy time as a Bm-ywr-oU. wtmng three of his 11 ana and. M- 
thoutfi orrty tuth in le Sport u Wobwhampton In Iftorcft on Ms return, ran afaequant 
Sandown daedc Trial vfcsor Sanatoria to a neck at Rlpon before tandmg the Swiss ttpihre- 
tent of the 2,000 Guineas a Dtosdorf nine days a0x Ha find tha concason of Sb 
w DOMBBrno mueti. the Nwmrariet marten won tgr Mv Ban* last September is Mad 
wth subsequent scorers and Domoey, Who stayed an to finish a pod fourth of .23, oomas 
hen undefeated after two ouOnjp this season - at vfelwrtanpion and at Kompton (lm 
ID, when he hed a bit bi hand. Dombiy ewoWy booled tor firher success that day and 
he can complete the hat-trtcfc despite being raised 91b stnea Kempton. The extra fuxtong 
should prewe Ideal and, wfth Fat Eddray suspended. Tun Spate, who Is ittng wei, oomas 
in for the mourn teanoialas* s&ica torn wth an afi-the-ww)’ Aontabaet tfemy owr toda/s 
trip three v ote apt on hte reappearance and rhteNafeiwan con bote sure to aawafl again. 
Ptwiri Srapitea made an encoiaatf ng return when a dose then to the den w a d Mon- 
taoisSD Mr the Bonded mfe and a hatf at Chester tea week. g a fertioir DOMBEY 


bang outpaced three furion© out and should agar, hold Ruznama, wrtio finished a len£h 
and threoquartere adrift m fautn. Having said that. Rumania - who capped the Newmar- 
ket Ju|y Oource seven-luriong jurende course reart when a length uo good lor Sunday s 
Poule (TEssa des Radfchas heroine Ta no last simmer - must txo&ess tor that recent race 
and can (oflaw Ua^sfoent Style home. Rtenema later scored an die Rowley tele Course 
at Newmarict. defeating Ctn e reh i e trro and a half lengths. Obsessive repres e nts Mcftaei 
Stouts, who won rha wfth OptfenisSfc Law (19641 and Kmrejlss (1994) Sm Spray game- 
ly landed the Masala Stales at Kempton (lm) over Easter on her opening ouing trts sea- 
son, mastsflng Parrot An^e a nech and iitfl be well at home stepping lwtDtMEifistanca. 
S> Sfta (irto was unbeaten in two races last term, including a listed at Newbury? finished 
only seventh of 13 a Hampton. An e&n-tangh than behind Basra Sham in Ora Fled Dar- 
ing on a retun la Newbury, this mil be her first attempt beyond seven 6iton& and she 
rmgtt prefer some cut in ms gourd. Saieedoo: MAGNDTC1ENT STYLE 


M3 




a LRADING TKAINEB8 WTTH KDNNEBSe B CeeQ - 24 wamas firam SO nmares gives 
tsurresr. ratio ofri.7^ endatoa to ■£! IwriiiaterfllQilflillStaote-ai wfarvas, 115 
runners, IfLiHb. +£B.tH; K Hunan - 17 wtnuers, 164 nemets, 1 1.3%, -&KL84; 2 Dmdop 
- 1 6 winner*. 8-1 runner*, 17-9S6, -118.88. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Detrort - 39 wins, 172 ride*, 22.7%, +£48JM; V* Sddny - 
39 Wins 191 ndre.2Q.flh, +£3.74; W Cm -80 rate, 196 rides, 15.4*. 43142; U Robots 

-JR wins I&l rides, 172%, +£5.16. 

BUNKERED FIRST HUB: Ncme. WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Note. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ctenel Weter (4.10) has beat sfe*288 mBes fr AN t wcw nbe 
from Huntohaw. Dewnj TyVevor il.IO) ana 269 mOcslv Lady Hwrire ftwriLAnsmertngltefc, 
ffifeMC Mooter Planter (3.051 ecnl 346 mflra by CCw then lfaplrfna«.W8u»SEt. 


RAUL CADOICK&MACGASrSP«NT TROPHY RAXED FUsffl 
1 HANDICAP (CLASS B) £1^500 added 6f ' 

1 0042-60 IBIOMBtHtffl(D)(BnanWnErtTt>o»*i597 PMeC*e(3)l 

2 160040 OOtJttWJEamRWH&riUJolrtUl7B8, 

3 (UMM. HN223HftVn^6iteSWitl*«)jWV«a592 

4 3113350- STftJSH WRY5 (213) (ty (tan tel Racng Ure S Hal 4 9 2 

5 00445-2 EWWWoes cetj (COJOte SOphanliKMlR Oaten 891 

6 400601 m WH>II tMUWmtee«relBaHre591 

7 “ 


4JX) 


10063-6 AStMC(27}(CO)n«TasnHRMMu9590 
8 054000- WStERHM«ERp58)(C0)|RMQBB)Cqper78U 



| Y0RKSMRE LFE MAGAZINE HANDICAP (CLASS 
O OOfiOO added lm 4f 

541111 HP TW Hfl 3e43)tlCSnWtlJEiaB0B4 911 

202104 raUWIUS (10) |W«6Ctitedai4Mil9Kiae497 

624315 PROGRESSION (9) [Ct? EBF) (Ne* Game} C Murray 59 5 Ifeae 


M3 


ftCoeftrens 5 

1 Md2 

6B 


XUrfeyS 

JIHwryC5)ll 

—BrinaKCS 


-G DcflWdB 
—It Street 1 


-C Better 3 


2D01 


EBF TRANSPOffflNE EXPRESS MAIDEN SfAKES (CLASS D) 
£8,000 added 2Y0 fHes 5f 

6 AlW (7) W E ffeetlami c 9niti 8 11 MCwtefe2 

BRKS ISPRISilLIMs Jren IfeagBfl) M Chsmn 8 U 
DNICEPftRIDEpiSAJOWIPnnMMdtonarOPOotoBll. 

Rtl»»LoaCHRl(MahnwdAI3MaRHann«i811 

SKETCH PHD « NAW R Cwrfen 8 1L 


25 mP0FnCWK>fB)UmMcaaty.lJ(mal8U 

-6' 


RlteMl 

I Ml 6 

— JCMmS 
-JffCanoaS 


BET1TNS: 94 Skatob Pod, 114 Daaca Parado, 3-1 RoyW OrcMd, 61 ftfea^ Mahal, 7-1 Tap rf 
The tend 2S-1 Amy 

1S9S: T«»cfe Daree 2 8 11 1 Ml 4-1 (Mrs J Oeea 8 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Of parnrho rave raced, Top Of the Wind, nmner-up ro Marathrai Mad on hsrdabut 
at Newcastle but only fifth (of e(dW io fee Age « Doncaster, feote mreh better than Amy, 
last of sfc to Connemara at Chester last week after rrtssmg the break. However, tha tooKs 

booted tor <i newcomer and ROVALORCWD might be the one. She Is certainly bred ID 0S 

a bft. bemg by the yard’s siren sputter Shedord out of me Bhiebed rera maao Blue, the 
siaMeNa won seven tw»year-oM races this season. MMtCharwvin. who has s artotft m ore 
menu ernneis the year bm anyone else, rms the Reprima nd 
hah -sister to cabcfwrga Striker. SetocUoo: OnLHBJ 


9 11230-2 maMMm(2qn(MH*MGWMHardy5ai0 

-I fefel l- 

RETIMfe MT#p tmmm. *a Mrty SMp, SI Bretftere, M Ateac. 1*2 Hi 
rpee, 9-1 Doable 9M. 18-1 IfelB kbtar, 20-1 Styfire Ways 
1998: Vfetae CatMtei 8 9 3 NmGroMS (D feehold 13 an 

FORM RUDE 

TOP BANMM needed a ooupto of races before he ha up form tan year and Vfeny Candy* 
turner, who chased up a hat-trick las summer beJbm being beaten less than a fengtft fir 
the Straraidtf Cup, can retun to the Miner's enclosure. The selection tuned In a sound 
fest aflon In goir« under three parts of a tenship Armo at Newbuy. That rtrel was a pre- 
vious scorer end has 0Ma in a(pn alnca. -tejwwvae flnrehsa a arm-head behnd Tap 8a- 
nana fcr rite Stewards' CUR at Goodwood and a life better m now despite his Narenarivat 
Vlctuy 10 days egb. He must be feared wbh M8«n Dwyer taking off hte7Ri cfehn. M a dly 
Sharp, a pme rf nantu wfener at Narenartet nine days ag> on tes retun, is up only 4«> 
endaassyhoMa PoUrie Blue and HeRp M eter, whofirtshed a sfc-tengh seventh and 17- 
lensh test of la. tespectMy. Aatrac, neck wmer of the 30-runar Wotan^ram at Ruyai 
Ascot, m be sharper for MS opening aMh or 14 to Tarawa over seven ai mo N a wm a ri fe t 
Craven matting and now ravens m his epomurn mp. Brerfledes vres beaten a wigpr and 
a quarter by Vie meessim BOvnal at Sahsbuy 12 d^ B0> - life firat raca ms October. 

~ ‘ - : top Banana 



1M Create MMBT.2S- 
Soi,4G-1QMb 


4 31005-8 TYK£yV0R(21) ISqcanr Bfeodsocfc (UO Lij Lady hones 6 9 1 

5 112213- CASUMWMSt(204(nf6HljBBlwa)AlfeHCOnhe5813 

6 130-528 D O M mi WtMCBmteUsJCaciSBll 

7 513003 PRIZE PlFt. (14) (5TUVB Seh) C Ws44SU 

e 30-0081 REMM0l8IM(lS)(TlnQrBeriedMU(hv4810 

9 164512 UMDiMS1E(USt)tt9(OI9R0te-iWBBtt«CnureDnB85^.- 

10 220040 A£NNK£EA5T(14)(Pa4HLode)MsJ 

11 014500- BPflA (IBA) (187) (A J Thccnpaxi) J M 

-n 

BOTMtt: 8-lP u l jiM—. HR A*eee a Eart. 8-1 

2 Prim Popi, a-lTjteyrer. 10-1 lud HaMe, 12-1 
199Cc Aicdc Ttuvfer 4 10 0 It Darisy 9-2 (Lm« Hmneai 10 rw 
FORM RUBE 

teMtt MMy and Casttel Watar scored ftrursmes apiece m 1995 and both raeppear here- 
The former might bid Ms 9st lllb too mudr on Ms tat nr since September but Casual 
Water raid go dose despte the tack of an outing ssree Ms irtucfcy and narrowly beaten 
third bent id Btusnmg name and Step At oft at Doncaster m October. Matt Henry, who won 
on hvn at Bngdon the ttne before, apln takes off SR). However. POLYDAMAS is preferred. 
Successful over the stiff Sandown mfle and a quarter last Aufjja, WyOamas looted very 
much in need of the outing when tbuith of 13 bslwid Bali Gown on Ms reappeoarae mer 
the same journey at Nwimartet 10 d^s agy. He Is sue to Impraw a few potaids wfth that 
rare under hs baft and slltely to be suited by rnretan^rjouney ev^nthougi he ran un- 
paced merit test term, thn tf wial o n . a couse and dsanca winter test year, scored at the 
N rw wn o ttel Craven meeting and flnisned a respectable fifth beMnd Beauchamp Jade on the 
same track rtne days a&. Tyfceywr and Lord Hastfa finished btde more than two tengUis 
behhd Casual Writer ar Donoastar and tfte lasr-named can osnfkm the ftvm a the we«R5. 

Selection: POLYDAMAS 


aa 


2.35 


SHEPHERD TROPHY RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) 
£20,000 tedded 3Y0 lm 2f 85yds 


iBS42i DOI®£OIAI*ORD(Win»2ntlMlddthBni AroMdqfl MJotseWi97 

2 0641 HIMQUMBS CB) (W (Sheritfi fitonsninerfl LGmaV 94 

3 62210-2 IWJttAWSWPMSEMINtttehWMWnSW 

4 44-11 00U8ErC38illmt(ltahscHttllQadicn92 

5 421- MANCHBaa»MsAmeY«a*riMM92- 


2014R Y111B3GWTUBA (9) (MfkKMn AlMatexni B Hfc90. 
204436 WMffWS BBT (8> (PJShBdmiU Omnoc 8 12. 



' WTTERSALLS MUSIDORA STAKES (CLASS A) 

I (Group 3) £40/000 added 3YO fiSes lm 2f 85yds 

1 33 MA0tftCBffSTUP&A)(9}ro(BucMBmCMrHBkln80HCNflBB — HjneaeeS 

2 2124 OBSESSIVE (USA) (B)Che«eiarf^ft Serf M Saute 88 TQAnd 

3 01314 WZNMM(USA](9)(HBreieaMlfeleBUT4BMkBB WCaan5 

4 10-1 SEAS«IW(3telIrjte»ahttx*4Shwi»rens«x*lPCfHpMeHj»naS TMtfl 

5 11-03 Sa.SM(2mLMererCBhn)B9mit88 RCodriaM2 

-Idechnd- 


l l [440 


YORK RACEDffl RADIO CONDITIONS STAKES (CUSS C) 
£JA0OO added 3Y0 lm 6f 

12 UUANS(lteGheMtlaftamm8(flMii)hrtstm90 JKcUl 

1 SUKMBS’SlfUSA} (53) (E SSW VftCtsJ R Chartsr 90 5 Sandra* 3 

55-1 MWJWptelAJTTurra^ NDsyS 

080534 HMHcmCKtktejPESBnenUft^MflU MCrafidal 


BEnMte 2-1 fftaeriScfett Syfe, M SM Spray, 4-1 ObeasMvev 92 1 
1995b fcre Sain 3 8 10 1 Mb em (M Store) 5 rai 




BEHMte 11-4 ttartwy, 1OM0 nnrmrfere, 7^ Dartfe Dfeamd, lt2 NoasantSaipilM. »2 
UHcteL 8-1 VRfeg0at>re, 12-1 MMnfeeRatt 

1995c tttMi 3 9 7 W Canon 6-1 (N R Hem) 7 ran 


,12-11 


■there were amuses to* tna defeat ol MAGWtaENr STYLE when she was market feeder 
and thhd to tamer statesmans Prietet In the fttoy Pedy Stakes at NeMiwtet nine dais 
agi and she looks well worth another chance. 7he Steer Hawk fiiy represents Henry Cast 
h preference to Quota and the Wfenen Piaca maastn> won this reth Fatah Rare 09BS), hv 
dan Stenmer (1987). Diminuendo (19B8I, Snow Brida (1989) and All At Sea (1992). Mag- 
nlflciant Sr»fe had looted something apaclal when Ute ceme home by ter ton^hs at Kemptcn 
on Easter Monday on t» debut. She van exng on again at the finish at Newmarta after 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 800320 DMMTIEYMDfB) (BeofiWatntf WChepran8& 

-5dacfered- 

80Tme: 11-10 Smare SpaR, 118 UBm, 92 Ateerey, 20-1 Kretcara, SSI Drmilha TM 
1995: StEte) 3 8 13 M Knans 138 (H Cecfl T on 


OJ4 


LALLANS, beaten a couple of lengths by Derby hope Dushyantor at Newma r k et after oom- 
Ing home by 15 lengths on Ms debut at Carlisle, should improve furiher and. vwth tne tangar 
Osonceeetalnmsulu can cnlgun he tour rivals. SeaeaerSpabwi be no pustoyer, how- 
ever, having won Ms angte start to data by eqjrt lengths at Doncaster on the second day of 
the season. But that wes over a mile and a quvrer and my selection may stay dM tnp tha 
better of the pair. Attrewy scored by 10 fen^hfi overa mde and a raff at Nencastfe an Ms 
reappearance and Is arwher who looks botnd to propess. SetocUatc LAUANS 


HSriWBbMOutl 


, 6-2 Sweet TMetfee, 98 Daeres, 9-1 Pitece 


Iq' onl STATUS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
1 £5400 added 2m 3fll0yds 


A OKI JORROCKS NOVICE HUNTERS CHASE 
LT^ri (CLASS N) £1^00 added 3m 


HYPERION 

146 Sweet trentmo 205 CRACKING DEA (nap) 
250 rtet#ati 820 Armala (nb) 355 The Back Monk 
425 Gee Double Ybu 4£>5 Tiingsten 


■u^jiiinit undidainv! coarse «&h nm-ln of 24Qjfifc. 
m ^^^SUrr-SMloo teaMMIMH Ii 

^Bi'naIlB£IO(OAft£61.CAEPABK:NBnbereS6:retnaWcrfiree. 


SIS 


SSSB 


rjNKESKP FIRST TIME : Noml 

irjjNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: TVa JoggW t4Jfi)wofltt Win- 

Mtnn on Tocsdav. CracMog Mm (8.16) woo brae on Wednesday, 
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«* 1 87 mlk* by Hre 9 SmWi from ffigi EWwlck, W Torishira; Ar^ 
ala (.IJOtwau tat mttes IgJ Gtffowl ftom Ffeiion.Wf 


2-15 

1 0-11453 

2 U5F341 

3 PWC33 

4 23P564 
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MMWRC 300. nua w«B aaswoltf toda 9st 12Ux Meat And TUy 9a 9D. 
BETTVfe 2-1 See Pubd, M OnKffeg Woo, 11-4 Cattc saver. 8-1 Tnrat 
Dead, 32-1 TsteM Prince, 14-1 Mvea tfeflpri, lS-lotbere 


ERNST & YDLWQ NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £54D0 added 3m 

GB11CSKVBt(M}MsSSRrili81110 BkftHd Brest 

CmatMB IDEA (te (Q J BtWOB 8 11 5 (7te Jl JMww B 

SEA PATROL (7) MF^O » 10 11 DBridBMterV 

TRUSTDffi>(7) SKrtg«8 IB 9 SUptanS 

DEMBU-pmcEni cmcrafli 2 ioo 

DAVES DOteKT (U) R Budfer ID 100 
COTSWOLD CASILE (7) S Erife 10 10 0 
retrANDTBrarOCnMarnlllOO T 


PP233P MUBOM BEACH (ID M Pipe 11 120. 
P2U-10J ASHA1A (13) iQfloB 11103. 
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4 0P3462 RAH® SHARP ff) (C) C Pcphan) 10 10 0 _T Danaofea (B) 

MriKnuremeiOL me randt^a mlgic Rather Stwp Bsr fflt 
BEXmtfe 1KU) Magaal Baacb, 1-1 Aireria, 5-1 Sapprafe, 8-1 tabor Sbrap 
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BARGABt^MJY SBXMG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS S) £2^00 added 2m 110yds 


flEnwg: 84 Pte Jogger. 3-1 CT a feariwi Lad. 5-1 PriperDfew, S-lSw 
Dojtea TM, 9-1 AMmcUc Cat, 12-1 M^rerefJB 
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MAY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS d 
£5^00 added 2m 4f UOyris 


I STATUS NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE 
1 (CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m UOyds 
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BAJJYBOYS INTERMEDIATE OPEN NA- 
TIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£L 600 added 2m IKtyds 

052 DnaEWOQO(2^S(tfBi36UO. JBMwm 

roots NOOK CPapnamS 110 TttascMWap) 

JSWOCIBHtsA&ojcSIXO. RDrefe 
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BBTtWte 7-4 Tbreptw S-l Dnde Wood. 7-2 Rods Ob ttaaey, 8-1 Feok 
Neafc 1P-1 TlrjffJOi lad. 1*4 Me* Wpor, aw &nwy Stare. 294 Otferas 


REDCAR 

A PRINCE IM HUD 4-1 CO 
bm Worm 64; a. Mve fi*w 

4 -lcofe«UElty 08 lww>d 

L^. ivr. |M Johnston. Mk»- 
5.70;£?.M),£2.aX£i9a 
[46.10. Computer Strain 
7. Tib: £ 183.60 (part won. 

carted (Oiwati to VO* A 10 

IHER(KFa*onl6-l:2.to»- 

taftlontey N«a H-« fe*. 

) Hetherton, MMion). Tote 
b a n £1.10. DF: 138.70. 
riw £33 JO. 

«5HSTffSUortnwm)8- 
n- 11 -2; 3. Fo* of Spride» 
2 fevPartementPece (4th). 
Hatv. Sheriff Huron). Me 
£2.20. £1.60. W: ISdJO. 
BSC S392J32. TnB £12590. 
fKSLEY HJLL (K FalCri) 3-1 
f 33- L' S. Atetoe Itettfter 
tebn Trinsce 66- 1. 17 ren- 


Vi, 2 ¥>. (M® J Ramsderv TNfeW. T»* £5-00 
£L3Q. £9.40. £1.10, £8.10, DF: £230^0- 
CSF: 233.63. TitoaEC £339.47. Tna £32450. 

4JS: L CUtSStC FRffi (A Mactayl 10- 
l: 2. Gat Amy vh® ft 2-1 a ^ Imd 
of The fitenor 12 -1- 8 ran. 2-1 Ji fev Mo- 
haviad (&h)- *«, 3%, (S vmams, N at- 
msitet). Tote £14.00; £2«. £1.00. 
£3.70. DF: £3430. CSF: £31.09- 
4^4&1.4RWWSPfWr(RlapcW S-K2. 
Sstin Lover 4-1; 3. Mondra*Do9-l. Bran. 
2-1 tw Upper Mart OaO WhV IV*. IV*. U 
L &re. TNoW. Tote £5.20; £2^0. £4^a 
DF: £1330. CSF: £22.78. 

5l1S: i. ZQ» ZDMUB Doytel 7-2 fev; 
2. FWtewfa^ 8-H 31 Best Of M 12-1. 11 
nu. vi, 3. B Meehen, lamboun). Trite 
£4.00; £1A0. £3-60, £A4a DP £31-60. 
CSP 0002 . Trfcast £286.65. T(te£4i4a 
jackpot: net wen (pod of £3.322.79 carried 
torward to Yorit Tortey). 

Placepot £23430. Mmc£tt7 a 
place ft £183176. Plaee B: ££5^0. 

SOUTHWELL 


RACING RESULTS 


iSO: 3. JUST VISmNG (M Herey) 26-1; 
2. WMb KM 25-1: 3. BoBem 5-6 tav. 10 
ran. 2V^ hd- (CaptJ Wfism Pretton). Tote 
£40 i10(£33l 90,£7JBO,£LQO DP £242.70. 
CSF: £446120. NB: Miss Barcelona. Trio: 
£203.60. 

3.00: 2- AWESOME VENTURE © R Mc- 
Cabe) 7-1: 2. Desert toad* 13-2; 3. Deoo- 
u« Stanx 156 fev. 10 an. %. IV*. (M 
Ch^vmn, Martet Racan). trite £30-30; 
£2-30, £Z2a £120. DF: £47S0. CSF; 
£49,83- Trio: £3430. 

33ft 1- TOP PWZ6 (G Baflwei) 8-1; 2. 
ftepbetre 7-1; 3 ftela fterl e ni 7-2 far. 12 
ire. Ht. V». (M BMMi, NerenaiUtkTate: 
£10.70; 23 .00, £2X10, £14 0. DF: £53-50. 
CSP £6455. TfiCBSb £229-90. TMa £333^0 
[pen won, owj) of £9396 canted terawd to 
York 4.10 today). 

40Ct l-DtSTMCT BEAUTY E-tma CTGor- 
man)9-l;2.HBdaratJbte25-l;3(keytJafe- 
m 7-2 fev. 11 ran. 4, ]M. (W OtMmiW. 
Newmartet). trite £3.00; £3.60, £990, 
£1-10- DP: £139.60. CSP. 1179.49. THWO: 
£86790. Tnac £26120 bat rem, poof of 


£184.01 lo York 410 today). 

43ft 1 COHETOO MUflHA'S (S Cartof 
103; 2 . Run Lucy nu 4-1; 3. Who Told 
Vicky 2-1 fw. 9 ran.-:/*. Vt. U Berry, Cock- 
ertranD. Tote £3.10; £3-80. £190. £1.10. 
DF; £5.50. CSP £17.53. Trim £3.70. Wln- 
rwrbn^n in ter 3^00015. 

590: L CANTON VENTURE U Moon) 4- 
1 k far; 2. Sftrer fbmter 8-1; 8 . Perean- 
bnn HUm 4-1 ji far Carol A^mBtfU. 
2¥* lift. (SWboda, NewmeriCD. Trite £7 20; 
£390. £290. £2.00. DF: £4290. CSF: 
£3896- Tncast £18892. Tna £194.70. 
PtocepoU £29-10. Qaaripoc £379a 
Pteoe & £3596. Plaee 5: £1896. 

TOWCESTER 

S5ai_3MHTSDOJGHT(M Brennan; 3 
1 jt fev; 2. Slot Win 7-2; 3L Ttafs Dream 
6 -LID can. 3-lJt far FMs Of Pod*. 16, Mi. 

Brendan), trite £400; £170. £170. 
£2.30. DP £9-30. CSF: £1399. Ti»: 
£1290. Winner txa«Tt m ter 6 .OOO 9 B. 
6^0: 1. ISONY-SIQP fractord G«sO 5- 

1 ; 2 . BanfaNce 2-2 fac 3. Iriafrader 10- 


1 7 ran. 7. 6 . (Mrs S Smith). Tote £5.00: 
£170, £130. DF; £220. CSF: £797. 

69ft 1 CANBO CD Skyme) 5-2 tar. 2 . 
PH(e 9-2; 3. An SpaUpin Fanacb 15-2. 6 
ran. 25, det (M SBnAaj.Tote £3.10; £190. 
£2.60. C^: £590- CSP £13.41 


WINDSOR 

695: 1 DELIGHT OF DAWN <C Scs^yf 7- 
1 ; 2 . Mom WWi Edes 14-1 3. hoaat 14- 
1 » ran. 6-1 far Scmley Secure. nK, 2. (K 
ivory). Tote £9,70: £3 90, £3.90, £890. 
Dual Forecast: £119.70, CSF: £99.80. Trio: 
£152.40. 

695: 1 ATLANTIC IBST ISOwne) 14- 
l: 2. State AppiomI 20-1; 8 . Ctaeeie Bal- 
let 9-1 4 Compass Pobitar 33-1 19 net. 
7-1 tw EfciAMW. nk. 4. (B M9nan). Tete 
£19.70; £390. £5. BO, £2.20. £1390. DF: 
£235-40. CSF: £26837. Tricasc £2,46699. 
Trio: £752.50. Non Aim: Scsndttsr. 

79S LWUHOOO nOWBt CfW Eddoy) 
5-2 tev; 2. fifcs Watarftre 40-1 3. Nttfte 
North 40-1 4 M e t a l 13-2. 18 rat. Vi. 


2 Vi. (R Harmon). Tote £3.40; IL40. 
£480. £4.10, £2.00. DF: £143.40. CSF: 
£88.92. TncasC £3.13122. Tro: £640.60 
(pan won, pool of £469.23 earned forward 
H WKteesday). 

P Carl Nekola. a diieaor of New- 
ton Abbot races and involved for 
60 yi&is with rating in the South 
Wfest, has died at the age of 79. For 
most of his career he- was respon- 
se for the adminislration of all 
three South West Racecourses. 
Newton Abbot's chairman. Colin 
Willcocks, said; “He had practical 
experience of literally every job on 
the racecourse which was an in- 
valuable asseL He took a justified 
pride in his book-keeping which 
was immaculate." 


sport 

Super League 
set to expand 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFTELD 


Club chairmen are expected 
today to accept plans lo expand 
Super League io 15 teams, open- 
ing the door for tides in south 
Vtgjes, Dublin and Humberside. 

The League’s chief executive, 
Maurice Lindsay, will be recoro- 
me ruling the expansion, partly 
because clubs are clamouring 
for more home games, but also 
because of the emergence of 
attractive candidates. 

A consortium of businessmen 
in south Whies has already ap- 
plied to take the newly formed 
team in theprintipality, currently 
in the Second DSmon, to Cardiff 
Arms Park if they can be fast- 
tracked into Super League. 

Two different bidders want to 
set up a tide in Dublin, based on 
the Irish team that played in the 
Emerging Nations World Cup 
last Ottobcr, but with imported 
players to bolster their strength. 
The Humberside bid would de- 
pend on Hull and Hull Kingston 
Rovers pooling resources. 

“We are not pushing them 
into it. We are leaving it to the 
local communities,” said Lind- 
say, who is not fazed by the 
prospect of an odd number in 


the competition. “1 am coming 
round to thinking that a bye 
round might be a good idea.” 

Lindsay also announced a re- 
vised itinerary for this autumn's 
Antipodean tour, one based 
on the assumption that Super 
League in Australia is unlikely 
to win its legal battle in lime for 
that leg of the lour to take place. 

The new plan is for Tests in 
Papua New Guinea and Fiji 
before a three-match series in 
New Zealand. Domestically, 
the blueprint is for n plate com- 
petition for lower division dubs 
knocked out in the early rounds 
of the Challenge Cup.’ 

The new knodc-oul, a way of 
generating income for smaller 
dubs, will culminate in a final at 
Wembley. There is no room, 
however, for the Regal Trophy, 
the knock-out competition which 
has been running since 1971. 

Lindsay condemned reports 
from Australia that the .Aus- 
tralian Rugby League might pro- 
ven! Gary Connolly and Jason 
Robinson playing for England in 
the European Championship in 
June, Both players are signed to 
join the ARL and have restric- 
tive clauses in (hose contracts. "It 
is dreadful that the ARL should 
try to slop them playing for 
their country." he said." 


Wigan back to reality 


Wigan will have a novel exper- 
ience tonight - playing rugby 
league on a rugby league 
ground against a rugby league 
learn, writes Dave Hadfield. 

After a week in which they 
have worked wonders for the 
image of their code, the con- 
querors of Bath and victors at 
the Middlesex Sevens return to 
their roots against Halifax al 
Thrum Hall with their recent 
adventures fresh in mind. 

Henry Paul, Martin Offiah 
and Scott Quinnell are all likely 
to miss the match with injuries 
picked up at Twickenham, 
which tends to belie the initial 
impression that some of the best 
tackling was by the stewards 
bringing down pitch invaders. 

More than that, there is a 
theory that Wigan will have 
trouble focusing on their nor- 
mal area of expertise. 

“I wouldn't be surprised if 
Halifax did us a favour," said the 
St Helens coach, Shaun McRae, 
whose side are now four points 
clear of Wigan at the lop of 
Super League. *140 side is more 


desperate than Halifax, and 
they could really test Wigan's 
depth” 

Halifax, without a win this 
season, have team problems of 
their own, with Mike Umaga 
becoming their fourth stand-off 
in four games and the local 
youngster Danny Seal making 
his debut as a substitute. 

for all the deserved accolades 
that Wigan have received - 
even from previously sceptical 
sources - defeat at Halifax 
would be a heavy price to pay 
for two propaganda victories 
won on the code's behalf. 

Although all thoughts of the 
return with Bath, under rugby 
union rules at Twickenham on 
25 May, have been put to one 
side, one decision that has 
already been made is that Joe 
Lydon, Wigan’s football exec- 
utive, will come out of retire- 
ment for the occasion. 

His long-range kicking game 
is a potential asset for that 
match. Wigan will rely on more 
traditional rugby league virtues 
lonighL 


Christie still coy on 
sprinters’ Olympics 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Linford Christie said yesterday 
that this year's Atlanta Olym- 
pics would be a “sprinters’ 
Games" but still kept his rivals 
guessing on whether he would 
defend his 100 metres title. 

Christie told a news confer- 
ence in Nuremburg that 
Atlanta’s heat and humidity 
would provide perfect condi- 
tions for sprinters, and added 
that he was even fitter than last 
year, despite his 36 years. 

Although his clothing and 
shoe sponsors Puma, who 
organised the conference, re- 
leased a statement implying 
that Christie would be running 
at the Games, Christie refused 
to commit himself. 

“If ITn there, you will see me. 
If not, you won’t," he said. 
“For people like me, the beat 
and humidity are great. It’s 
going to be a sprinters' Games. 
I'm a lot stronger now. As lime 
goes on 1 get better.’* 

The German company organ- 
ised the event to publicise what 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

(7.X untetz sbHEefl 

(WUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Brtfifon 
Charity Cup Rnot Arundel y Shorenam tar 
MririftfegFO. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
DMalon: Nnwasde Town » TraftoO. 


Rugby League 


STONES SUPER LEAGUE: HoKM v Wtt» 
17.30). 


Rugby Union 

HETNEXEN WELSH LEAGUE First DMMok 
C arrtff vLlara* (7JS; Nefflh » Pcntypndd (7.0?, 

Other ftportfi 

BOXHte Bnisri teattrowe^M cnatnpicnsno: 
J J Inwi (Doncaster, hotter) v C McMflun iBarW- 
fig) iBoresMooh Leisure Centre. Dagortwii. 
TEWS: LTA Spnr£ SatafHe iCordtm: Rover 
CnereporWTtps (Mfetsh Nanonei Terns Centro, 
CfertfO. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The millions of pounds that ] 
Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
who finished 20th In the First I 
Division, am losing a year in [ 
their attempts to win pro - 1 
motion to the Premiership. 


it called its World Team - lead- 
ing athletes who are competing 
in Atlanta and are under con- 
tract lo wear the company’s kit. 

‘Tn Atlanta, 10,768 athletes 
will compete,” the statement 
said. “Four of them have special 
ambitions.” It went on ta men- 
tion Christie, along with his 
friend Colin Jackson, who is 
seeking the high hurdles title, 
Meriene Ottey, the Jamaican 
sprinter, and He ike Drechsler, 
the German long jumper. 

Puma will require a high 
profile from Christie in return 
for the generous contract he has 
with them, and are clearly 
expecting him to be in Atlanta. 
Bui Christie’s agent. Sue Bar- 
rett, maintains that behasgen- 
uincly not made up his mindyet. 

He has said repeatedly that 
1996 will be his last season and 
he is running just for fun. But 
despite having his indoor season 
cut short by a groin injury he has 
prepared hard. 

Looking powerful and fit 
after training in Australia and 
Florida, he opened his out- 
door season with a 100m victory 
in 10J3)sec. despite cold and wel 
conditions at a small meeting in 
the German town of Amsberg 
on Sunday. 

The mark compared 
favourably with the hand-timed 
J03 he clocked at the start of 
1992 season, when he went on 
to win the Olympic title in 
Barcelona, and the 10.26 in his 
first race in 1993, i he season he 
won the world title in Stuttgart. 

While Christie deliberates, 
others are preparing to take full 
advantage of the sprinters' 
Games. On Sunday, his train in 0 
partner Frankie Fredericks won 
the 100m in Osaka in lO.Wsec. 
And m California, Brian Lewis 
of the United States recorded 
10.03, the fifth-fast est time in the 
world this vear. 
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I nee takes issue with 
the bigoted minority 


A l first, there was nothing re- 
markable about the head- 
on collision between Paul 
Ince and the opposing goalkeeper 
in the match that took In- 
temazionalc to Cremona a month 
ago. The hall was up for grahs and 
both players went for it, clashing 
heads and collapsing in a heap. 
Ince gpt up straight away, but tile 
keeper toy on the jyounci That was 
when thmgj turned nasty. Hun- 
dreds in the siantfe joined in a facet 
diant, the booted insult amplified 
by the acoustics of the pitek 
'They were shouting ‘Nigger, 
nigger, at me,” Ince recalled. 
“So I turned towards them and 
clapped, as if to say, ‘Yeah, well 
done’. That’s when the referee 
booked me.” 

Graziano Cesari bad just ca- 
reered across the field and, with 
a theatrical sweep of the arm, 
had pulled out a yellow card. “I 
wasn’t happy about that.” Ince 
said. “1 really wasn’t happy.” 
After a troubled beginning to 
his career in Italian football, the 
lost few months have seen some- 
thing of a transformation in 
Ince's fortunes. So much so 
that when Ince seeks out In- 
temaaaonale s chairman. Mas- 
simo Moratti, in the next few 
weeks it will be to extend his stay 
in Sent .4 by an extra year, rather 
than cut it short. 

But speaking at Inter’s train- 
ing ground at Appiano Gentile, 
before their last game of the sea- 
son on Sunday, the issue of 
racism in Italian football re- 
mains a major concern. 

‘‘Something struck me during 
the Cremonese match and it’s 
obviously something I have to 
think about. I must not let these 
things catch me unprepared. 

“Could I decide to go back to 
England because of this? Yes, 
of course. Definitely. When I 
speak to Mr Moratti about the 
future of Inter, well, if this sit- 
uation happens again, and I 
don’t mean just me, it 


Lara Santaro finds the England midfield 
player settled in Milan but disturbed by 
the racism of some Italian supporters 


could be any black player...” 

His voice tails off and the 
threat Is not explicit, but Ince 
is clearly worried. “I think an is- 
sue must be made out of it so 
that we get to where people and 
the federation are going to do 
something about it 
Ttused to happen in England. 

U was terrible there five or sis 

f^Tmade a that 

anybody caught saying racist 
things or making racist chants was 
out, off the grounds. And we 
made it so big that even people 
who were sitting next to people 

whowerechant- 

ing racist stuff _ , , , , , 

just went over |f HOdgSOP Pad 
and called a po- . , „ 

i iceman and not arrived here 

they'd be out” . . . 

ince is not six months ago I 

alone in suffer- . . , , . 

ing at the hands probably WOUlU 

minority. In Pi- n3W6 gOfl© h0fT16 We both come 
acenza recently ° from London 

Michel Ferrier, 


ful man, a great man in many 
ways and can influence people 
along with others." 

Moratti is a man with whom 
Ince seems to have forged a 
strong bond. In a matter of 
months, the player he wooed 
away from Manchester United 
has become the team’s star. 

Roy Hodgson, Inter’s new 
English coach, has had a lot to 
do with the change. His voice 

booms and his arms flail as be ral- 
lies each player through the last 
minutes Of tr aining, a startling 
contrast to the muted pro mp tings 
of Ottavio Bianchi - Hodgson’s 

predecessor. 

“If Hodgson 
hadn’t arrived 
five or six 
months ago, I 
probably would 
nave gone back 
to England. 
He’s like me; 
he wants to win. 


a young black midfielder re- 
cently signed by Verona, was 
welcomed to the club by the 
grotesque spectacle of a black 
dummy torched in the stands. 
While all the black players in 
Italy have reacted with re- 
markable poise to the abuse, 
few have made an issue of it. 
Ince could be different. 

“Look," he says, “with all the 
black players coming into Italian 
football, you don't want them not 
to come because they're afraid 
of the racism, of getting chant- 
ed at every time they get the ball 
We can’t let this drop, because 
it does happen, and we must do 
something about it All of us, not 
just Mr Moratti He is a power- 


so we've got 
that kind of aggressiveness to 
want to do well and win. If he 
should go. next year or the year 
after that, h would change my po- 
sition completely. Hopefully that 
won’t happen.” 

Ince’s performances also ap- 
pear to have woo round the Ital- 
ian press, many of whom were 
highly critical of him on his ar- 
rival When Ince missed a recent 
game, the headline in one of the 
Italian sports pagers read. In- 
ter sense Anima, Tn ter without 
their soul". Ince said: “I don’t 
know about the soul bit, but I 
believe I’ve got a different tal- 
ent that no one else in the team 
has. Everybody has different as- 
sets and qualities. I got this side 


of me at Manchester United, the 
determination and the aggres- 
siveness to get things going. 
When I first got here, they 
weren't sure about it, they were 
like, ‘What the hell is going on; 
who is this?’ but now they re- 
spect me for the player that l am. 
I am not the soul but I believe 
I can be a leader for the team, 
because a team needs ajeader." 

Adred if be still misses England, 
and particularly Manchester Unit- 
ed, Ince pauses for a minute. 

T miss the United fans,” he 
says finally. “They were great to 
me. I miss some players, but I try 
not to think about it even though 
people ask me all the time. I want 
to concentrate on what is hap- 
pening here in Italy. I didn't want 
to leave Manchester United to 
start with, you know. I want to 
be absolutely dear on that. 

“Usually you don't plan moves, 
they just happen. I believe that 
being the only English player now 
in Italy, it's important for me to 
do welL Not just for myself, but 
for evety English player that 
migh t want to co me over. People 
like Giggsy, like Fowler. " 

Reflecting on one of the less 
savoury nights of English foot- 
ball Itk» feels that a seven-day 
jail sentence was the least 
Matthew Simmons deserved 
after his spectacular lunge at the 
prosecutor in court 

“It just shows you how right 
Eric was. Right is not the word, 
I mean it’s never right to go kick- 
ing somebody in the chest But 
if you ask me, be should have got 
more than seven days. You just 
don’t run over the benches and 
start kicking the prosecutor. If 
he’s going to do that in court 
with all the judges watching, 
what's he going to be like at a 
football mnfrh, m a crowd where 
no one can stop him from do- 
ing what he wants to do. What 
happened in court just sums up 
why he came down that flight of 
stairs to shout abuse at Eric.” 



Baggio fe 
left out of 
Euro 96 


Football 


Paul bice: now the soul of Intemazionale after a difficult initiation Photograph: Allsport 


Guiscppc Signori and Roberto 
Baggio have been left out of 
Italy 7 * 22-man squad for the Eu- 
ropean Championship finals 
the coach Arrigp Sacchi in- 
stead selecting Allcsnndro Del 
Piero and Enrico Chiesa for this 
summer's tournament in 
England 

Socchi had not been expect- 
ed to pick either the Milan strik- 
er and the prolific Lazio 
marksman, 5*w. Is joint top. 
scorer this season, after the pair 
were consistently left out of 
Italy’s qualifying campaign. 

Tlie squad, announced the 
day after the end of the Italian 
season, combines World Cup 
veterans Paolo Maldini, 
Alessandro Costacuxta, Rober- 
to Donadoni and Roberto Mus- 
si with newcomers such as Del 
Piero. Eabririo Ravanelli and 
Angelo Di Lhio. key members 
of the qualifying squads. 

Donadoni. who recently left 
Milan to join the New York- 
New Jersey MctraStan, is ex- 
pected to return to Italy to begin 
preparations with the Italian 
team at Milan’s training centre 
of Milancllo on Saturday. 

Chiesa, the 25 -year-old Sam- 
pdoria striker, is the newcom- 
er to the Italian side after 
earning his international call-up 
with 22 goals in his first season. 

The Germany coach. Berti 
Vogts, produced no surprises 
when he named his squad. The 
Germans, who will be captained 
by Jurgpn Klinsmann, are drawn 
in Group C against the Czech 
Republic, Italy and Russia. 

The squad contains five play- 
ers from the newly crowned 
German champions. Bonissia 
Dortmund, and includes 
Matthias Sammer and Andy 
M&lier, and seven from Uefa 
Cup finalists Bayern Munich. 
The Udinesc striker Oliver 
Bierhoff was also included. 

Squads, Sporting Digest, 
page 23 


Limping Butcher saves Surrey Gloomy forecast for Sussex 


Cricket 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 
reports from The Oval 
Kent 225 & 361 
Surrey 360 & 160-6 
Match drawn 


Maybe Surrey were worried 
about missing their plane to 
Belfast yesterday evening - 
they play Ireland hi the Benson 
and Hedges Cup today - but 
having been set a modest 227 for 
victory from what turned out to 
be 50 overs, they almost missed 
the boat and needed a disci- 
plined seventh-wicket partner- 
ship from the injured Mark 


Butcher and Brendon Julian to 
save them from defeat. 

Butcher, who needed a run- 
ner because he is suffering from 
a suspected hernia and may 
have to undergo an operation to- 
morrow, and Julian had to chart 
an unsteady course through 27 
awkward overs of spin from 
Min Patel and Carl Hooper. 
They should he thankful Steve 
Marsh, the acting captain, de- 
cided not to bring back Martin 
McCague, Kent's hero of the day 

Having earlier frustrated the 
Surrey attack by scoring a 
career-best 63 not out in an 
obstinate three-hour innings, 
McCague ripped out the first 
four Surrey wickets. 


At one point he bad claimed 
3 for 3 in 11 balls, accounting 
for Alistair Brown, Darren 
Bicknell and Alec Stewart. 
After tea, Graham Thorpe was 
added to his list of victims to 
give him a return of 4 for 33 off 
10 overs. 

Unfortunately, Marsh was 
unable to bring him back to apply 
further pressure after Hooper 
and Patel had dismissed Adam 
Hollioake and Chris Lewis 
cheaply. McCague’s left elbow 
had been knocked by a lifter 
from Lewis and bis arm stiffened 
up. By the time he could have 
come on to bowl it was felt that 
the ball had softened too much 
to cause more mayhem. 


Instead Butcher, who had 
Brown as his runner, and Julian 
were able to pick their way care- 
fully, although not without 
alarms, through a minefield of 
a final session. 

Play had commenced an 
hour earlier to allow Surrey time 
to get to Heathrow to their 
flight- Martin BickneD quickly 
sent bade Graham Cowdrey 
and Julian Thompson to raise 
hopes of a very early finish. But 
over-confidence, the odd 
missed chance and some 
thoughtless bowling allowed 
McCague, who deserved a vic- 
tory for his all-round effort, and 
Patel to wriggle free and add 89 
for the ninth wicket. 


HENRY BID FELD 

reports from Hove 
Warwickshire 645-7 dec; 
Sussex 222 & 284 
Warwickshire windy an 
Innings and 139 runs 


Sussex are in a mess. The sea- 
son is not yet a month old and, 
in all honesty, they already 
know that avoiding the bottom 

6 lace in the Championship can 
s their only realistic ambition 
this year. Their limited-over 
hopes are not significantly bet- 
ter. either. 

It took Warwickshire 65 min- 
utes to take the last four Sus- 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance Lancashire v Leicestershire 

Comity Championship 

■fihji .favor to urt ■ ««!»■ u gwww (9pt»> 

Mftn utcssutvuni (aj. 

Hampshire v Essex utHCASHWE-i=uwtanii^4as iwnHegg 

nnmiraawra «■ 13A.M A Atherton 87. G0U*1S5.N JSpeah 

«£S*** tmtossn 55, ARK Ptcnon 4-100). 

SOUTHAAS’TON: Eswx (23pts) boot Hamp- LQCESTERSHJHE - FV*t taring* 

Shiro (8) by four wtoeta. iSaturwy: 308 tor 71 

HAMPSMRE - first Innings 539 (W h M tR Ateon bKccdjr JOG 

Beniamin 117, A N Aymes 113, P R Witak- “P* -—•S 

HAMPSMRE - Second M ap F*» (coot): 6357 9J74. 

MSSJSKf. - -67 

S D Utal c Law 6 &*wn 16 

C A Connor c (rani h Crmon - 14 3. needy 26-io-ss-z. omen 

S M Mdbum c G<x*ji b Gmyoon 22 IMCASHBtE -_Socorto toning 

Extras ib4 Ih2 nb2i IZH Gat^ O Bnrser .63 

FMI (coott! S-160 9-194. __ . { P , ,? 

B aw**: lta« 46206. Wdfcuns 3-0-27-0; g J! Soe* "M -17 

^ 32-7 -7' *-5: Irani 3-1-12-0; Grayson M — — 11 

28.3-5-82-1. Total {Tor Z. 70-2 o*«*] — .191 

ESSEX - Second tarings FWfcl-97 2-98 3-177. 

C A Gooch c Moms b Connor 21 old not bob •« W Utttn&on. I D Austin. TW K 

D D J Robtfnon fun out 18 He®. S Ehswtny. P J Martin. G Kecdy. 

N Huw.in e Benprnn b Conrxx 60 BMMMfcl* 7-2-7-0; Sstimora 7-40-0; 

S G Lw c Avnes & MMDum 44 Bmxn 

° r"" - iSSSSffiiSKi ssl. 

Hh5l 5 (Miooteswi won ffi c J 

Total (for a,OT giiwi T Jl "“ l. Tl i — JS- MMdlesox <20pts) bast ttartem 

RA 1-33 2U93-113 4-16S 5-280 6-293. (5) by 308 runs. 

DtonotbotMCtotuPM Such. NFWfcarrs. MSXMJESEX— first tanings 191 (M WGat- 
Bawflng: BOf^wrwi iS-2«3-0: Mtoum IS- ang 74; M J Foster 4.211. 

0-31-2; Connor 16-2-73-3; IKW 14JCK8& DURHAM-firstto(itags20BiCVlScaa59l. 
0; W,Tun*er 6-0-23-0. M DOLES EX - Second I antes 391 lU W 

Umpbos: * A Janes and D R Sbepbed. ggSgWlI P MSiS Z 

101). 


DURHAM - Second Innings 

SLCampteflbfWtoc 03 

*M A Rosebeny b* b FbteB — ..5 

S Hutton c Car bFoAatt 7 

J E Moms c Gating b Tuftiaf 3 

P D coikngMood to* b FoAeb . — _,.—0 

J A Daley c Brown b FoAat 3 

M J teoerb Fofletr 3 

»CW Same Weetes b Fdlott 3 

J Bad ngh Fraser — JB 

5 J E Brown na out 0 

M M Bens c Brown b FoOM J 

Extras (bS nb23 7 

Total (3U ovors) 67 

Frit 1-19 2-36 3-41 4-41 5-41 6-46 7-49 
8-62 9-65. 

Bowing Fewer 10-3-20-1; Fsy 8-2-12-0; ftl- 
toQ 122 3-22-6; Tufnri 6-1-8- 1. 

Umriros A Ctartcwn and J H Harm. 

Nortbants v Gtsaaorgrio 

iNortMWfjoonshhe wort test) 

NORTHAMPTON: O o wi or g w i (22otS) boot 
Horthomptonihfco (7) lyftro ndrlirii 
NQRTHAAWT0N5WRE - Rnt faaSnea 4B1 tar 

6 doe DM wanwi 201m. 0 } Cepd 83. A Fori- 
Mm 52. R R M un t g owww 51) 

GUMOMWI -not laatagi 351-7 doc (6 P 
Butcher 89, S Primes 76, M P Maynard 52). 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Second Innings 
ISatutriy: 22 tor® 

R R Uantgcmene C HanAck b Orft ....53 

A Rxdrtam ret hurt - — 29 


Bowfing: McCaffri 10-2-33-4; Thompson 5- 
1-13-0; Eaffism 547-234); VUM 15-5-36-1; 
Hooper 15-3-45-1- 
Umplros: KJ Lyons and B J Meyor. 

Sussex v Warwickshire 

tWBrvrtcWUro won loss) 

HOVE WbrrieteMro (2«pts) bast Sussex 
(2) by on tarings and 139 ions. 
WARWICKSHIRE- Ffcst Ifrtngs 645 for 7 
doc (D A Reew 188no. T L Penney 134. N V 
Kntgit 132. D P OsdarSO) 

SUSSEX -Pnt Mags 222 (DR CL** 53, 
G Welch 4-50). 


.33 


CbampfoBsUp table 

P W L D Sot fori Tot 

i (5) a 2 


1 C9I 2 

Uries (7) 2 

YottaMro (B) — a 
Glamorgan 116) .2 

Kant OS) 2 

it2).-a 
— 1 
l (6) 1 

Stnrsyll2) 2 


r. 137 tar 6) 

> Moores c Reeve b MocH 


*R J Balm re Mamani 
M B Loyec Butcrerb 


OKcrxMt 


-34 


I Loyec Butcher bltonanck 38 

DJCaoeie&itctrefb Craft 10 

KklCurtannotout 5 


A L Pertbertfy st Metson b QoR 
TO ftptry not Out 


103*61. 


-178 



Total Ifor 5 dac. 43 um4 . 

IWt 1-117 2-135 3-153 4-182 5-189. 

Old not bat R J WSnei. J E Eittusy. J PT#*r. 
Boaine Wjthn 5-2-64): Thomas 84W44); 
Craft 12-2-52-3; KomA U4M9-2: Butth- 

er 7 4)- 26-0. 

GLAMORGAN - Sooond taringa 

S P James Bn b Outran 9 

H Moms & Embuap — 3S 

A Dale c and 0 Emtaaey — —120 

*M P Itoynard c Cap« 0 Taj«or 07 

P A CoOev not out — — 6S 

R DBQdtt bTaytor A 

G P Butcher not out 


V C Drakes c Kratftt b Sman .41 

N C Plriips not out 29 

PW Jarvts stfiper bSmrtti 03 

ESHGWdirastPnerb Snwh .0 

Extras CM to2 nb0) 12 

Tata) {100-1 overs) — . — .764 

FaU Ceontfc 7-206 8-247 0-280. 

Brmdng: FMSock 26-4-76-2: R»eve 4-2«0; 
Brown 17-5-46-ft Welch 8-2-23-0: Gltei39- 
14-86-3: StWtfi 84-1-39-3. 

Unpiros: J W Holder and V A Holder. 

Yorkshire v Derbyshire 

OtodeWre won ross) 

SHERROD: YtafcsNra (Bpta) drowwtdi De^ 
bysMraOO}. 

YDRKSMRE - Rrst tm*0 661 (M G Be- 
«an 136. A McGrath 91. o^ias 79. C Mate 
61. M D Moron 59; D E Malcolm 4-109). 
DERBYSHIRE - first taring* 

(Saturday: 386 tar « 

•D M Jones noi out 014 


7 47 

8 34 

5 30 
3 30 

3 27 

4 27 
8 25 
4 24 
4 21 

6 20 
7 13 
6 16 

7 13 

8 13 
7 13 

3 10 

4 8 
4 5 


C M Weds not out . 
1 1*5*12). 


-12 
.17 

Total (tor 4 doc, 1004. ovors) 412 

DM not bafctKM Kitten, DGCmKMJ Van- 
dmu P AUred. D E Malcolm. 

Bonita© Gougi 23-2-82-1; Hanley 17-3-78- 
O; Stwwod 254-5-99-2; Stamp 15-3-50- 
0; Whoa 13-2-60-1; Vau^ran 7-1-3841 
YORKSHIRE - Swoond tantagi 

M D Moron not out 74 

MPtoutfwibMttrofcn 0 

•D Byas Rm b Mrico lr a — , — — o 


(14). ,2 

(3) .~2 

Notts (11) O 

(17J — 2 

(4) — 2 

(15 O 

Hampridro (13)^1 

Wares (lOi 4 

• 1995 positions m txaoketa. 

Tetley's ChaSen^e Series 

(Final tioy of tins) 
OtaaoeeteraUrav India 
(GtouooriaxM* won toss) 
amSTOI: Matdi town. 

INDIA - first taMngs 406 (N SStabu 
115. R OraiM 66 no. V ftaemra 63. S V 
Manpahar 65, M w AMyne 5-81). 
OOUCESTBBHRE- firat lnntag»251for 

4 deest ovarridit tetri (A ^anonds 120®. 
P aw rin g Srinatn 16-5-58-3: Venhatarii 14- 
2-404); VenMaprihy &■ 1-35-0; Humble 
18-2-59-1; JosW 8-2-47-0). 

WDM -Second tarings 

V Rsthori c H a n ux S b Sbeera? 1 

N S SnSaj c De«ts b Lams 16 

5 Gangiy not out 64 


tR DrsM St M&HTB b CMS 
•M K&xvtx&\ c end b Deris 
S Josh) e Leris b AOeyne ..... 
A Kumoto e sub b Adrine — 

J SHnafli not out 

ifol) 


28 


-10 


-21 


444 


Extras ibi tort wl ito6)_ 
Total (for 5, 63J anreri). 


-12 


Fat 1-21 2-91 3-139 4-256 5-263. 

Old not bato S D Thomas. *C P Maastn. S L 
Wbdan. N M Kendnch. 

boaflo^Tayim 16-3-45-2: Cisran 10-1-39-1: 
EnCiray 19^-25&3: Cape 54M043; Ba*y 
40-1547. Pentnidiy 40-50-0- 
Unrotas: G I Buwr and M J Kronen. 

Surrey v Kent 

rfcir non toss) 

THE enwa Sonar (Upta) draw ritt Keri (8J. 
KBIT - Hot tarings 22S (M A Eataam 51i. 
SURREY- Hr« taripn 360 (M A Butcher 94, 
B P Mien 74, c C Isms 61 : i B 0 Thompson 
5-72). 

KBIT- Sooond taringa 

(SacdOay: 241 lor 6) 

G R Condey Bwr b M P Bdore* .41 

J B D Thompson c Kareey IMP &c*ne* 

M jMcCagieraoa 

M M PaW c Kersey h Lana . 

T N VDen c Bnmn o Paanon 
Extras (55 to 12 «6 nbl6) — 

Trial (1224 stars).. 


M G Boon c KrtMtan 0 Alfred 

A Mcwadi not out 

Extras (b5 wl nb2l . 


.06 


30 


rotor (for a doe, 30 omes) — 

Frit 1-2 2-22 3-73 4g7 5-108 6-UO. 
DU ootbac S V Marketer, Vntspagy Raja 
Msntatesfi ftsssi 

Boritaff Lents 64-17-1; Sheerez 7-1-41- 
l; Davts 66662; AOeyne 7-3-26-2. 


Trial (tor 3 dec, 38 oters) . 
Frit 1-5 2-5 3-80. 


-138 


1 : Web 7-2-24-6. vandrzu 9-2-29-0. 
DEHBTSWHE - Second Jnnbg>» 

KJ Barnett cVauganb Samp 51 

A S RcRra run out -36 

TK M Kriden rut out J7 

CJ Adams c Sduemood b Gourii 68 

*0 M Jones c Btokey b Wlwo 4D 

CMWfefcnriOUt 19 

8 

0 

0 


R 1 Dawson c Dnrid bVantetssft Prasad 3 

D R Hewson b Venhatoh Ahead — 2 

M A Lynch b Srtneth 1 

T H C Hancock c ventamsh Prasad 

b Ventoispabiy Rstu — 33 

A Symonds tow b Gangiy — 06 

•MWABoyne b Vertrowh Prasad 43 

fRCJWBsmsbataatn 9 


R P Dais c Gan$jy b Sdnadt ... 
J Loris not out — 


KP Shears not out 

i (b2l tol nb6) . 


OB 


-158 


J E Owen c Meson b Wtwe 

DG Cork b Witte 

MJVaPdauuwbWMa-. 
PAIQrednocout 


2fi 


.39 


-361 


Fan (com): 7-242 6261 &-35Q. 

Bon arm M P BKtttdl 35-12-79-3: Lams 2T- 
3-81-3: Alton 22 682-1: fta»oato 6116ft 
Ftoenon 32.1-6643. 

SURREY - Second taringa 

D J Bdorofl bn b McCaero 3 

A D Browt c Erfwtn b McCague -3 

•A J Stanart c HoOMr b McCagri 02 

GP Thorpe bMeCagio 0 


A J HodroHri b Hooper 

C C Leris b Pate 

M A Bucher not ou ... 
BPAAannotout — _ 
i(b3h2). 


42 

.10 

35 


-41 

-5 


Total (for fi, SO gwtl-, 180 

FM: 1-3 2-12 616 453 5-81 681. 

DU not Dab fG J Kaney. M P fflefcnrii. R M 
Baaraort. 


Extras IbS lb& 8 

Trial (for B, 60 overs) 248 

Fife 1-69 2-94 3-201 4-201 6220 6234 
7-234 6234. 

Did not boh D C MaJcom. 

Boritns Gol^i 12-2 511; Hartley 5-2-17- 
0: Sherwood 4626-0; Starry u-142-1; 
Va^han 61-52-0; Bean 3637-0; WTtrte 7- 
2-15-4. 

UR^idtt J H Hsrpp^ke and N T Plena. 
SS90ND a CHAMHONSMP (first day of 
thraa; today: 11-0): CHebnstorct Gkuces- 
terttwe 214 (M 1 Trainor 81): Essaa 31 for 0. 
Pontyprld* Somerset 4J7 tor Idee (H Mor- 
gan 200no, J I D Kerr 115. P C L Hotoway 
ffl); Glamorgan 30 tor 3. M ri dstone e Kent 
379 for 7 dac (N W Pleston 73. R Key 82, 0 
j Spencer 61. S C MBs 00): tocs&rtNro 
18 ftr 1. KsaBropfeo: Sussem 154 (R 1 Green 
5-55): Lancntne 82 far 4. (Mrtgfe: Mld- 
riesn 269 U C Hanwn 7B, K P Dwell 63: 
J M De Le POT 4-79); swtw 60 for 0. Tbd- 
tnotdeni Not Oi tah am ^ W B 2^ (NP Bowman 
56); Ybriohae % tor 3. 


Total (far 6 66 own) 

Fa& 1-3 2-6 3-6 4-65 5-83 6109 7-113 
6150. 

DSfl wtbBtoDJPBodan. 

BWA « SftnattT 16627-3; Ventetash 
Pfosad 17-3-363; Gangjtf 6637-1; 
Vferiaraattty tofu 10-4-10-1; KUrnble 10- 
5-160: xril 3-1-60- 
Uopbcs: R julan end A G T WKtsnead. 

Today 

Benson and Heines Cop 

(One day; 11.0 sttoO 

F9MBTS! Bntttti UntnOTttosv MddKSBX- 
DBBY: Derbystene v tfnor Counties 
BHlSTOL‘t a oijca s iaryHatnpd»re . 

□tauN (EOoton): briand v Siney 
CANTERBJRV: Kent v Gtamoran. 

OLD TRAFFWO: Lancashire v ivarictefwa. 
L fcj C ESifcfct eta es te r sblraY IXatwtn. 
HOHTHAMPTOt Northampttnann v YMt- 

EDimUR6H [OTBOgo CC): Scotland v 
WorcesjarsWrs. 

TAUNTON: Somerset V EriW- 
SECOfO XI CHAWtOlSHIP (FM 6qr 
ttwas: UjO atari}: SoBtDBapttK Hanpems 
« WamdeforB. 


sex second-innings wickets af- 
ter a cheerful and irrelevant bit 
of wagging by the tafl. But it was. 
if anything, an even more com- 
prehensive defeat than an in- 
nings and 139 makes it sound. 

To be aware so early in the 
season that the outlook is as 
gloomy as this can only be im- 
mensely dispiriting to all con- 
cerned It pux great pressure on 
their captain, Alan Wells— him- 
self still smarting from that 
pair at The Oval - to perform 
in a superhuman manner as cap- 
tain, batsman and dressing- 
room manager. 

Sussex are one of the most 
delightful of all chibs, and it 
would be lovely if they could lift 

Durham wilt 
in face of 
Follett’s blitz 

Round-up 


Middlesex shook off their poor 
start to the season to dismiss 
Durham for their lowest total in 
five years of Championship 
cricket and win by 306 runs at 
Lord’s yesterday. 

David Follett produced a 
hostile 12.2-over spell that 
brought him 8 for 22 m only his 
third Championship match as 
Durham slumped to 67 all out 
just after lunch, having began 
the day needing 374 to win. 

Essex went to the top of the 

CYnrnty Oramp innshrp thanks tn 

Ronme Irani, who made 81 
not out as Hampshire were 
beaten by four wickets at 
Southampton. 

Hampshire lost their last 
three wickets to the left-arm 
spinner Paul Grayson, who fin- 
ished with a career-best 4 for 82. 
Irani hit four sixes and four 
fours in 77 deliveries as Essex, 
set a target of 329 from 69 oveis. 
won with two overs in hand. 

Adrian Dale and Tony Coney 
steered Glamorgan to a five- 
wicket victory over Northamp- 
tonshire at the County Ground 
with one ball to spare. 

Glamorgan were set a chal- 
lenging 279 in 64 overs but Dale 
(120)andCb£tey(65notout)put 
on 1 17 m 22 overs. Dale chipped 
a return catch to John Embuiey 
with 23 needed from 25 deliv- 
eries, and Robert Croft fol- 
lowed for a duck in the next 
over. But Cottey kept his head 
and watched from the non- 
striker's end as Gary Butcher 

pulled the fifth ball of Embure/s 
final over for the winnisg single. 

Derbyshire's ninth-wicket 
pair of Colin Wells and Paul 
Aldred held out for seven overs 
to frustrate Yorkshire at Shef- 
field. Set 288 in 50 overs, Der- 
byshire were well placed on 1 75 
for 2 at the start of the last hour. 
But Craig White’s burst of 4 for 
3 in 11 balls changed the course 
of the contest. 


themselves to respectability and 
beyond. Alas, they do cot have 
a domestic or, indeed, an over- 
seas world-beater who m jgfat be 
able to lift them with his own 
displays. Their overseas player, 
from Barbados, Vasbert Dra- 
kes, is a marginal performer. He 
will surely leave Sussex a better 
player than when he came, and 
maybe go on to make England 
suffer. 

What Sussex desperately 
want is a star player who mil 
start everyone talking, the turn- 
stiles clicking and the victories 
coming: a Sachin Tendulkar, a 
Shaun Pollock, a Marie Waugh, 
a Brian Lara or an Aravinda de 
SDva. They need to dig deep at 


Hove. A real top-notcher can 
bring self-belief back to a be- 
leagnered side, and suddenly be- 
cause of his influence they will 
start playing above themselves. 

Drakes’ signing seems to be 
the product of muddled thidC' 
ing, and Sussex need firm and 
positive leadership off the field 
as well as on iL 

They have signed up Des- 
mond Haynes as coach for a 
pretty fee which has raised eye- 
brows and caused xnisgxvings- 
What they need is for a Haynes 
of a few years ago to play for 
them. As it is, he must be won- 
dering if his fee is enough now 
that he has seen the task he has 
ahead of him. 


Nixon’s sting in tail 


MICHAEL AUSTIN 


reports from Old Trafford 
Lancashire 495 & 191-3 dec 
Leicestershire 377 
Match drawn 


This game was rendered mean- 
ingless by Lancashire’s first-in- 
nings extending ponderously to 
161 overs, from 98 for 5, the 
Dacestershire lower order re- 
fiised to adknowtedgp a tap on the 
shoulder and did not surrender. 

The inevitable result was a 
last day for the statisticians, who 
were rewarded by a record 
Leicestershire eighth-wicket 
partnership of 172 between 
centurion Paul Nixon and 
David Millns 

Neither was bore when Mau- 
rice Hall am and "ferry Spencer 
shared the previous best stand 
of 164 against Essex at Leices- 
ter in 1964. Nixon and Minns, 
with a career-best 73, saved 
Leicestershire from dedeal and 
another curio was added with the 


game's only individual hundred 
being from the wicketkeepers, 
Warren Hegg and Nixon. 

All the finest counties in re- 
cent years, notably Essex, Mid- 
dlesex and Warwickshire, have 
accumulated with panache but 
Lancashire were lulled into a 
lackadaisical attitude that, faced 
with a total approaching 500, 
Leicestershire would succumb 
automatically. 

Nixon, with his sixth fiist-dass 
century from 238 balls, con- 
founded that Lancashire belief, 
along with Millns. When they 
joined forces, Leicestershire 
nad needed a distant 161 to save 
the follow on and their re- 
sponse was utterly positive. 

After Nixon and Millns had 
hoovered up their record, tir£ 
match was in a vacuum, though 
Matthew Brimson, the left-arm 
spinner, took three wickets. Hav- 
ing already lost to Kent, Lan- 
cashire require a stronger sense 

of purpose, whk^wiU also be test- 
ed against Warwickshire in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup today. 
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sport 


Rusedski 
will turn 
to Teacher 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Rome 

Having been given a lesson in 
converting opportunities by 
Goran Ivanisevic in the first 
round of the Italian Open here 
yesterday, Britain’s Greg 
Rusedski will start working with 
a new teacher at the weekend: 
Brian Tfeacher, the American 
who won the Australian Open 
in 19S0 and rose to No 7 in the 
world. 

Rusedski win fink up with 
Teacher before the St Pollen 
tournament in Austria next 
week. The 41-year-old from 
Los Angeles will prepare 
Rusedski for the French Open 
and the grass-court season, cul- 
minating in Wimbledon, and a 
decision will then be made 
'.'Whether Teacher continues to 
coach Rusedski for the re- 
mainder of the year. 

“I hope he can help me at- 
tain the mentality of a top 10 
player, so 1 can play the big 
points better," Rusedski said af- 
ter demonstrating his need in 
losing to the second-seeded 
Ivanisevic, 7-6, 6-3. “Also 1 want 
Brian to work on my return of 
serve - be has worked with 
Agassi - plus improve my back- 
hand. These three thing? are the 
most important to me now. 
Brian understands the mental 
aspect of being in a Grand 
Slam and playing important 
points, as he’s played there and 
been a top 10 player.” 

The new arrangement 
evolved after Rusedskis previ- 
ous coach, Scott Brooke, de- 
cided he wanted to spend more 
time at home in America. War- 
ren Jacques, the former British 
Davis Cup captain, travelled 
with Rusedski towards the end . 
of last year. In an endeavour to 
v.' find a replacement for Brooke. 
(vO^usedskf s agent consulted Brad 
Albert, Andre AgassTs coach, 
cb a .d he recommended Teacher. - 
“** Rusedski's mighty serve has 
taken the Canadian-born 22- 
r-ald to the position where he 
f competeswith the best 
players in the world. The next 


step is for him to improve his ag- 
round efficiency and to have the 
confidence to beat them. 

“He was missing a lot," Ivani- 
sevic said after yesterday’s 
match. *Tm lucky he couldn't 
put five shots in a row in the 
court." 

Rusedski created seven break 
points, and converted only one. 
Thai enabled him to break 
back to 5-5 when Ivanisevic 
served for the opening set, 
Rusedski’s service return being 
good enough to lure the Croat 
into missing with a backhand. 

The prospect of an upset af- 
ter Ivanisevic netted a diet and 
offered Rusedski a set point 
with the Briton leading, 6-5, 
evaporated as quickly as it ap- 
peared. Rusedski could hardly 
be criticised in this instance, as 
Ivanisevic whisked the oppor- 
tunity away with a splendid an- 
gled forehand pass. 

Rusedski found himself 4-0 
down in the tie-break, but saved 
three set points before losing the 
shoot-out, 7-3. 

It was file third meeting be- 
tween the big-serving left-han- 
ders, and the first on a day 
court Ivanisevic also won the 
first two, played on fast indoor 
carpet surfaces in 1994. The dif- 
ference here was that Ivanise- 
vic’s drop shots outnumbered 
his aces. 

The Croat who has won 
four titles this year, claims to 
have tighter control of his tem- 
perament nowadays, but he 
was fortunate to escape with 
only one rebuke for throwing his 
racket during the opening 
games of the second set 
Rusedski again had the first 
opportunities to break before 
faltering in the eighth game, hit- 
ting a forehand over the base- 
line after Ivanisevic had dealt 
. comfortablywith a second serve. 

‘ The Croat served out on his 
second match point then 
moaned about the heavy balls, 
the fact that Rusedski persist- 
ed in sh'dng and would not al- 
low 1 him to find a rhythm, and 
just about everything else. . 

He did not realise how lucky 
he was to escape ihe thunder- 
storms which followed. 



Goran Ivanisevic hits out during his victory over Britain’s Greg Rusedski in Rome yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Graf sets record of 332 weeks as No 1 


Steffi Graf set a record of 332 
weeks as womeo’s world No 1 
in the latest rankings released 
by the Women’s Te nnis Asso- 
ciation Tbur yesterday. 

The German, beaten in the 
quarter-finals of last week’s 
Italian Open by Martina Hingis, 
surpassed the previous marie of 
33 1 weeks set by Cfeecb-born 
Martina Navratilova of the 
United States. 

“This one should stand for a 
long time. I don't try for records 
but this is one of them that wfil 
always stand out,” Graf, 26, said 
in a telephone link-up from 


Berlin, where she is playing this 
week. Ivan Lendl leads all 
men's No I’s with 270 weeks 
spent at the top. 

“I never was the kind of 
person who counted the weeks 
or years, but to hear the num- 
ber is really amazing," Graf 
said. 

Graf first took the No I spot 
on 17 August 1987, ending 
Navratilova’s reign. She re- 
mained on top for a record 186 
consecutive weeks until March 
11. 1991, when Monica Seles 
took over. Graf s current streak 
as No 1 stands at 49 weeks. 


Brighton’s Clare Wood will 
take the first steps towards re- 
gaining her place in the world’s 
top 100 when she competes in 
the first round proper of the 
Rover International Champi- 
onship at the National Tennis 
Centre in Cardiff today. The 28- 
year-old, who slipped from 78 
m the rankings to 187 after suf- 
fering a serious hamstring in- 
jury, is determined to begin her 
climb as soon as possible - and 
has been helped by being giv- 
en a wild Card into the £70,000 
event. 

“The event in Cardiff wfll give 


Welsh double-header bonus for fans 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

The rugby season seems to 
have gone 'em for ever, but in 
Wales, tonight’s double-headed 
finale lo the Heineken League 
has been worth the wait: Neath 
and Cardiff, neck and neck at 
the top of the Fust Division, 
against Pontypridd and Llanelli, 
third and fourth. 

Thai we are permitted such 
a thrilling culmination is down 
partly to the weather - the 
►ftud-season freeze-up that 
^Igsed the Welsh Rugby Union 


to encroach as far as mid-May 
- and partly to the controver- 
sial bonus-point system which 
has enabled Neath, by piling up 
the tries, to keep pa ce with the 
defending champions Cardiff! 

In any previous season, Car- 
diff would be going in against 
IlanelH with a two-point cush- 
ion which, though Neath’s 
points-difference is superior by 
seven, would have made the ti- 
tle theirs to lose. Instead, both 
are on 67, Neath having ob- 
tained two more of the bonus- 
es available for tries (one for 
three or four in a match; two for 
five or six: three for seven or 


Walsh Iragae First Division 

'TOP VOW”;. 

. w o t fa ir «s 

Noath 21 IB. 1 * -34 114 91 

CartStT.^21 17 1 3 32 :108 *7 
Pontypridd 2116 1 4 27- -94 M 
15 0 E29 87 SB 


ton her second 
IJPGA Champi- 

5 on Sunday, 

lurse at Wilm- 
. which left Kt- 
'V Davies 
~’V3to 


\ 


to Major title 

four-foot putts I danT think IVe 
.ever played that well in this kind 
^■'weather.” 

"Nolie Larsen Piers also card- 
ed amAd -round 70, one of just 
four goitfers to break par, and 
finished one shot behind Davies 
at 214. Penny Hammel, 70, and 
the Australian Jane Craft er, 
72 were next at 215. 

As many as six players shared 
■Ihe lead as everyone waited to 
?ewho might break free. Tbno- 
’ ’ ’^surprise, it was Davies. 
Vp the r sent scores soar- 

Icularly during Sunday 
$ completion of the 
jound, suspended on 
1 after a thunderstorm. 


more) and being ahead by vir- 
tue of having totalled 1 14 tries 
lo the champion side’s 108. 

In fact, but for the injury-time 

converted try by Nigel Walker 
at Pontypridd last Friday which 
gave Cardiff a point for a draw 
and another for their third try, 
Neath would already have both 
bands on the Heineken trophy. 
Neath wil] only be certain of be- 


BasebaB 

AMERICAN LEMUC Tbrcrno B Boston 7 (20 
(nrinaU: w« Wxk Yankees 9 Cta© a* 

8: iAmm 6 Baiarore 4: DeooS 5 Tate 3; 
Oatfand 8 Mbmasma 3S Seeme 8 Kansas Cay 
6; Ctetend 4 CflMbma U 
MftnoXM. LCA0U& Honda 7 cokxado 6: Mon- 
treal 7 Houooo 6; PttefcCfte 6 Aoanta 0: Sjn 
Francisco 7 PaaOLrti 2: Cneags Cuts 3 New 
’ftxfc Was 0; San Ottfe & Ctretnnao ft St Iowa 
6 Lin Fn®*s 5. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W 


mg champions by amassing a 
maximum against the most par- 
simonious defence in Welsh 
rugby, though in neither theirs 
nor Cardiff’s case can vjctoiy be 
presumed. 

On this score, Cardiff appear 
better placed. It is only 10 days 
since Pontypridd beat Neath in 
the Swalec Cup final, and as no 
opponents have managed to 
take even two bonus points 
from the cup winners this sea- 
son, the leaders’ chances will ul- 
timately depend on whether 
Llanelli can avoid capitulating 
at the Arms Park as they did a 
couple of weeks ago at Neath. 


Parker hedges her bets 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

Bridget Parker, chairman of 
the British three-day event 
selectors, has kept her options 
open for the Olympic Games. 
The seven horses chosen to 
travel to Atlanta were due to be 
announced yesterday, but the 
committee has opted instead for 
a shortlist of 11. 

Given recent problems, this 
was hardly surprising. Five of 
the 17 horses on the original 
shortlist had to miss Bad- 
minton, one of them, Star 
Appeal, retired after falling at 


the first cross-country fence, and 
another three failed the final 
inspection. 

So the list is a compromise. 
It includes two additional 
horses. New Flavour and S tan- 
wick Ghost, and two of the ab- 
sentees, Cosmopolitan II and 
General Jock. A suitable pro- 
gramme is being devised for 
Cosmopolitan, General Jock 
and Star Appeal, so that they 
can fulfill the selectors re- 
uirements for consideration. 


ithrehmy EVENT TEAM SHORTLIST 
FOR 7HE OLYMRCSc C Batha [The Cooi Cuhd- 
rrert. K Dixon (Too SmsrC- "A Fox-Pttt vCxarro 
po«an ft, KOilfenf (General AkM. C HmaMa 
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San Frgicbco.,.- 19 
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L Pet as 
lA 400 - 

17 .S28 2^1 

19 j472 «V» 
23 .343 9 

27 JOB 11 

12 .657 

16 .556 3V» 
19 -A 57 7 

19 Ml 7*1 
16 22 .421 tPh 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: EMtam Cooferanca 
(SMI Cotenbus 3 New Engand Z Tampj Bay 
h C&ktetofcfSret} ItMVMFtoo Jersey IWasa- 
ngm 1 (New Jeney Wns 2-1 SOI. 

Watem CN8NM (8NQ ft** 3 Kansas Cty 
2: (Sir) Log Angles 2 San Jose 1. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W LSOWGFGAPta 

2 0 13 9 12 

3 O 1< IO I 

3 17 9 4 

6 0 7 13 3 

3 2 5 9 2 

L SOW 8F GAPts 
0 O 11 5 15 

2 2 10 9 11 

4 0 10 8 9 

4 1 13 18 7 

3 0 9 9 6 

3ptt forirfn. 3 m ftrsnootturte. Opt far defeat 


A Comb Jumjli. D Bateo (Parma). A Del Hen 
Uxentuv. R Do na ted (Warn. & Zola (Pamai. 
E CNeea (SanuatanaJ. F Ravened UiMmttsX 
r Uriel Caain&l (Lin™. 
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13 .649 
17 541 4 

17 .528 4 

18 814 5 


A Parian UuernsQ, PTOMo Ifionsntna). L Boc- 
d (Parma), R MUMl (Palma). M TMfcaM UU- 
vemue). A Coetacurta rMrien). C Fenan 
Uuwm a*. LApoBte (Panne). P Mated OWv. 
A CartMi Iftjmal, A DJ IMo Uuwmuri. D Finer 
<Uao>. D AtartW (Muni. R 01 UattM Oaaol, 


eaoe). ! 

(Ertjacm FranMaT. 32 l DaCanoa: M i 
gm Dtocn. 13). Tl l alaie r Brmi Hundi, *5). 
J KoMer (Bofutaa Doqnwo, SI). S Rautar 
iBonssa Dcnmuro. 51). M SaeBBxe raoruJaa 
oonmrt. 39). RSehaaldar IHansa Roooefe. li. 
iWMakt m BaNer (WenHr Bremen, its. M Bode 
Wfcrtsr&wnwv D. D BRa iwm awnen, 14). 
9 Feeantf IBorusaa Donnama. 13). T B—riar 
(Karfcnrite. 72). A MaMNr (Borussta Donmano. 
581. II Gctaa (Boynm 

amJArtc*). 25). CZka^ (Boyem Wunts^ 16). 
A tta atc 0 fflertririT (UWieee. 3). F Botrio (VS 
Stutzmn. 6). J KBaaraann IBmi M uneft. 82). 
S KnMz (BesAtat 16). 

SMMSH SQUAD ChaBqrioadda It- 

nek): BooSiMpaiK A Zubttmta (VaencBi. S 
Ceobaras (Reel Maflrwj. j MotMn [AOeuen 
uadrtfi. DalandaaE A Temannm. M Angot 
Ml S Bwfawi, Atanr (aB Bacatona). R Ale- 
rta (Real Usdnm. J Otero (Vj*enca). A Bate— 
eansua). MkMeUafK C Amor (Banzlona). Do* 
neto. J Merriarln (Mn Deported Conrt). F Hi- 
erro. L Enrique Nertoer (both Reel Matted). J 


(Sanmelt onoso. 


L Cenrinero (Adecco Matted). J bane «o (Ate- 
teoe Mao*. Mrini Sadoaa (Sporting G»on\, 
R Namaez ^dneo Matted), A NriteK (Real BotE). 
I PU nenanM. 1 team (Reel Matnj). 
WALES UNDER -21 SQUAD (Biropen Ctaniqri- 
tetefa Ip quaMYtag mattO. San Marten. IJfefc 
WHana (Bacfcaun). M uta rial u (Caste)). Ban- 
houe e (Saeruea). B r ace (WariBrn). Edwanis 
( S w e ree a ). HWpw IBrotalQty*. J a nne n (CanteB. 
“ ‘ (Mancnasto QtfK Vbenf (Can an). 
tSaorocoV KacU ITaQBMnOawM Hu- 


12 884 

14 .822 2 Vi 

17 514 Bid 

18 21 .462 8*4 

20 v429 9*4 


38 20 .474 

18 .471 - 

20 £59 V* 

21 -432 1** 

16 21 .432 Vh 


22 15 595 


20 474 4 U 2 

21 .417 e»i 


BasketbaD 

fBAPtedwriT a anrie pa l c EiaMwiContawnoe: 

Ctcee) 94 Mew Yortt 91 (tWaa? Mad 09V- 
ct-Kver* series 3-1). Orlando 100 Adam 96 
(CMMtfe festf men aeries 3-0). Wact- 
em Ceaterenes: SeetdB U4 Houston 107 ft)0 
(Sa3BI9«Bi Dest-or^aEnsenasAO): UaJi 101 
Sen Arrtono 86 Mat) told (wr-trf-savon serin 
31). 

Footbafl 

CbinWa^theCharttromdfeUecY^o 
has bsai Ibrced to retire through injury 
at the age of 33, has been granted a 
tesfmertai match apfretTcttenhemai 
The VWey on 10 August 

NORWEGIAN UiMU&BodMGfmlMoUe 3: 

^B0Mn^d12aaw8t2.t 8 BflbtSBriBBi 
1 Ukaooem (P7. PaiS): 2 Rt ae nP O f g (B-13): 
3 Moide (7-12). 

DANISH LEAGUED AaDUS 3 BraafiY 3: LjTll- 
DyOOdenaal;rcC0penhfl^3Afl)hwEl; 
Vt»S6 Naasaed 2; HerfeatBB 4 bob 1; S«» 
taa a Ved» 1. Imfinc RostUaw: 1 BmM- 
(P30. PcCOj; 2 Aflftua (30-59); 3 Odarea 
52). 




WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Two fine first-teg goals by centre- 
forward Martin Chjwsrs set up vic- 
1nyforTbttEnh3minthelS72Uefe 

Cup tut for the Errand interna- 
tional and his dub-mates gory was 
accompanied tv a sense of anb- 
climax.’ . 

‘ ft was tt^fkst European final to 

• be ooneested tv two ^ Er^sh teams, 
. Woiverhampr o n providing thebp- 
positioo- “It did not really fwl like 
a European final, more like a 
l£agL» pne, espeoattyafter me 
experience of playing Mten in the 
San Slip In the semi-final,' he said. 
. None the (ess-, the match pro- 
vided moments about which he 
: nevertifas-of oitoig, which Is just 
as given hte rote as match-day 
host m the -Legends' Lounge ER 
White Hart Lana, “ft’s cpiioe hard 
work In that you are on -your feet 
sll day but it is kwely^ for ;me to be 
'afile to reminisce.' ' . ' 

• . Chiuen felt Spuisfix Serviette 
Of Geneva and Wound dowi hfe ca- 
reeir at Nonuch -and fo^iton be- 
fore becoming slayer-manager of 
Dorchester. But he opted d^nst 
stayin&in foot ba ll. T enjojedman- 



Martin Chi vers 

agement but I had a young tem- 
ly and l had to decide wtwther I 
warned to drag them around the 
country" ' 

For- the past 13 years he and 
his wife, Julia, have run the Brook- 
mans Park Hotel tn Hertfordshire. 
The hotel is 800 yards from our 
house, which is quite luxurious re- 
ally. tn that we are always avafiabte 
while not Dung on the premises." 

CMwre abo glides the Old Spure 
team thrpugi a busy programme 
Of charity matches, occasional^ al- 
lowing Ns sorts', Nick, 20, and 17- 
year-oid; Luke to make, up .the 
numbers. He also has two daugh- 
ters, from his first marriage. . 

Jon CuSejr 


i (WBteet?. Ra i iteiA HanteM . 1WM- 
dy [PlyrwtD), Herteen (Araenan. Rubarts 
(Wmtuni, T Tinmni fatecktun). 

Golf 

Jim Colbert yesterday became the first 
three- ome winner on the US seroor tour 
Das year, shooting a three-under 69 to 
wm the PGA Nationwide Championship 
et Alpharetta. Georgia, by three strokes. 
Phi Mlckelson. of the United Sates, in- 
terrupted a five week holiday long 
enoutfi to achieve a tw-arote wtoi in 

the GTE Byron Nelson Classic at bvmg. 

Teras, his eighth PGA Tour victory Mjcx- 
elson demonstrated his renowned short 
rame when he chipped in from 30 feet 
for an eagle at die par-five 16th on his 
waytn a dosing tour-undeFpar66, which 
gave him a total of 265. 

GIE BYRON NaSON CLASSIC |M« Tom) 
laadtag ttasl-msd scons (US odsts stai- 
«dh 2B P Wteeison 67 65 B7 68. 267 C Per- 
ry (Ami 70 67 65 65. 268 D DiMri 71 64 68 
65. 25S N Pnce (Zen) 67 66 69 67; J Skltwn 
69 68 6S 67. 270 G Mm*i 72 64 69 65: M 
Boole 64 70 TO 66: M Wane 68 69 63 70: C 
Pan) 67 66 67 70. 272 E Bs (SA) 69 67 70 
66. 279 D Rteeity (N Irt) 69 69 71 70. 

IPOA CHNMPRWSHP (MMnpm DMnw«9 
taadbig ft nM ra i d icsm (US mtan stat- 
•d)!213LDei*eitC-B)72ri 70. 214 J Larsen 
fterr 72 72 7ft 215 P Hmnrf 73 72 7ft J CB*r 
(Auu 7B 68 72. 218 J IMensoq 71 74 7K J 
Inkster 70 73 73; S FuW 70 73 73: V Sten- 
ner 73 EO 74: H K£*wyasrJ Umi 70 71 75. 
217 P Sheehan 72 74 71; M Uafcn 69 75 73: 
M DsMi 72 75 70; KAtan 72 71 74. 218 A 
Swensam (See) 69 73 7ft 219 K Matitfi (CB5 
73 73 73: N Uw 70 73 76 l 220 C Rente K» 
75 69 76. 221 T Johnson <GB) 75 73 73. 222 
LNeunm (See) 74 7177. 223 A Iterate (GB) 
68 76 79. 224 S Stated. (GB) 75 71 78. 
LEADING WORLD RAWUHBS (US isdess striC- 
1 C NDimm (Am) 1Z59 pts aerate: 2 N 
Price (Zim) 10.43; 3 C Mon&me FG8) 
1008: 4 E Els ISA) SLOP. 5 C PamOSQ: GB 
(OTter (CM B74; 7 N Fattj 0SB) 8.71: 8 FC»u- 
ptas 9 M Oeh (Japan) 7.73: USEh- 
Mon (AulL SihcM 21 S Itaite* (60 AM 
23J-M OWN (Srt 433: 25 C Races K 4 jft 
29 1 WOosnam (GB) 334; 32 0 Fmrt (SA) 3L78; 
41 B Lane (Gffl 3.43: 69 0 tWtort (Gfl) 2 JX. 


Ice boctojr 

NHL Staraqr Cup ptay-eff 

: Honda 


Mystery of 
small club’s 

cup challenge 


Sailing 


me the opportunity to earn 
some valuable ranking points 
and I just hope I am able to lake 
that,” the three-tunes British 
champion said. 

The biggest threat is the top 
seed Irina Spiriea, who beat 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Mary Pierce on her way to lift- 
ing the Florida Open earlier this 
year. 

LATEST WTA RAMMNG& 1- S &af rGef): M 
Salas (US); 2 A Sandies Wcano (Spk 3 C Mor- 
on® ISP): 4 1 Mans (Oner. 5 A Hute iGef); 
6 C Rubin (US); 7 G Ssbabn (Afgh 8 K Dale 
Uan); 9 M MbNm AiQ; 20 B SchiAMcCBitly 
(Netfi); UL L Daeroml (US); 12 J KtocKna (Cz 
Rap): 13 M Plem In); 24 MJ Remands (US): 
15 A Ooeoer (SA): 26 1 Spetoa (Rom): 17 M 
Arife; 18 B PMlus (Atf); 19 J HteO- 
Deeucfc (Fry. 20 M2nma (Bela). 


STUART ALEXANDER 

A serving lifeboatman, who has 
never even seen an America’s 
Cup boat, yesterday took 
Britain back into big-lime yacht- 
ing with the launch of an offi- 
cial challenge for the world's 
premier trophy by the Royal 
Dorset club in Weymouth. 

While giving little detail 
about the backing for a project 
that will cost about S25m 
(£16.6m), the small dub's com- 
modore, Bill Simmonds, said: 
“This will be Britain’s first of- 
ficial challenge for the Ameri- 
ca’s Cup since 1987 and wc arc 
indeed fortunate to be working 
with a team of highly experi- 
enced individuals who wil] man- 
age the challenge. The chib has 
deposited the required entry fee 
(5100,0001 with the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron.* 1 
Entries for the event, which 
begin with a long series of etun- 
matron races in October 1999, 
are to dose today. Late entries 
will be accepted at a higher fee. 

The Dorset entry has been 
kept under wraps as a joint ini- 
tiative from the Royal Yacht 
Squadron and the Royal 
Thames yacht clubs has fallen 
by the wayside and a private ini- 
tiative, Endeavour 2000. has 
struggled to find backing. 

The New Zealanders are 
bolding a dinner in Auckland 
tonight at which Sir Pfcter Blake, 
the boss of Team New Zealand 
which lifted the Cup from the 
Americans for only the second 
time in its 144-year history in 
San Diego last year, announces 
the challengers so far. 


Heading the list will he the 
New York Yacht Cub, which will 
also organise the other chal- 
lengers and their race schedules. 
The other Americans are ex- 
pected to he San Francisco's St 
Francis Yacht Club and Pcicr 
Holmbcrg's US Virgin Islands 
Challenge. However, Mr Amer- 
ica’s Cup himself. Dennis Con- 
ner. is not expected to challenge 
at this lime. 

There will he at least one 
Japanese challenge from the 
Nippon Yacht Club and. al- 
though adviser Peter Gilmour 
said yesterday in Lymington 
he did not know of a second, 
there could be two. The Aus- 
tralians. through Southport 
Yacht Club. Brisbane, are prob- 
able contenders. 

The rnystciy surrounding the 
composition of Britain's syndi- 
cate had top advisers such as 
Harold Cudmore. the skipper of 
Crusader in 1987. scratching 
their heads yesterday. The 
names being mentioned were 
Chris Witty, a former adviser to 
Virgin's Richard Branson, along 
with the designer Ian Howled 
and sail designer Angus Mel- 
rose. That would put Lawric 
Smith, a friend of all three, firm- 
ly in the skipper's berth. 

However. Simmonds said: 
“Details of the consortium, of 
financial backing, the design 
group, and sailing and support 
teams, will not be released at 
this time. Wc look forward to 
sharing details... hopefully at the 
beginning of next year' I am 
confident that the people wc are 
in partnership with can fond a 
serious challenge. We would not 
have entered unless we thought 
it would go the foil distance." 


Brady joins chase 
with leading bunch 


The top seeds at the opening 
grand prix of the world match 
racing at Lymington this week 
should, in theory, have no 
trouble in filling the final 
placings, writes Stuart 
Alexander. 

However, all are looking over 
their shoulders at yet another 
bright new talent from a sailing 
star factory in New Zealand that 
is at least as prolific as the 
Welsh production line of out- 
standing rugby stand-offs. 

Gavin Brady, at 22, became 
in March the youngest man to 
win the Congressional Cup in 
Los Angeles, admittedly in not 
the strongest of fields but in- 
cluding four of the other 15 
competitors at Lymington. 

“I rate him very highly,” said 
Peter Gilmour, the world No 2, 

ese in the 20TOAmerica's Cup. 

1 watched him in Perth in Jan- 
uary and he reminded me of me. 
He’s feisty, very strong when 
he's in control, and capable of 
doing some dumb things every 
now and again. Not bad" 

“He sailed with me for three 
years,” said Chris Law, Britain’s 


No 12-ranked globetrotter, who 
now has a settled team with 
Neal McDonald, Andy Hem- 
min gs and James Stagg. “He 
started with me when I picked 
him off the dock when he was 
17. Now he is potentially a 
world champion.” 

Stuart Childeriey, Britain's 
world No 15, believes this year's 
S 25,000 (£17,000) Lymington 
Cup, the 22nd, is wide open, part- 
ly because of irnfamitiaricy with 
the First Gas 8s in which the 1 6 
skippers and crews wfll be con- 
ducting their opening skirmish- 
es in the Solent this morning. 

However, as his own round- 
robin group of eight contains Ed 
Baird (the world No 1), Bert- 
rand Race (4), the defending 
champion Thierry Peponnet (7) 
and Law. Childeriey wil] have his 
work cut out to reach the 
quarter-finals on Thursday. 

Gilmour heads the other reel 
in which Russell Courts, New 
Zealand's America's Cup win- 
ning skipper. Olympic gold 
medallist and former long-term 
tenant of the Nol match racing 
position, continues bis come- 
back. 


BBC Tfefevislon Sport and Everts, to s®i 
up the Commonwealth Games, the 
Open golf championship. Internation- 
al athletics and rugby league in addi- 
tion to the European ChamptoreNp and 
the Olympics. He also Intends to ex- 
tend ihe Premier League contract 
which has another year to run, but is 
rax prepared to pay esttontonate prices 
to keep the Five Nations tournament 
on terrestrial television. 

Sumo 

SUMMER 9KAM9 TOURNAMENT [Rpete 
fetai0M Anm, Tokyo) Swoad day of IK 
Konated fwxi 2-tosJ O) H&fcaOwro fO-2); K**u- 
Cban tt-1) SMsstena il-U: MUuni (1-1) Cfen- 
&nia 0-2); TocMnoNkB (2-OI Kuu&A« (0-2i: 
Opnarm (1-D Hflancum (1 it Asskmqio (2-0) 
Vtanoumi (1-2); Hmranaawtte 11-1) Daert (1- 
1): Asanosno (l-i) Ganyu ill); Aooyama (2-01 
Kanfco tO-Si; homoeppu a-1) Krwacniaou 

(0-2t Kcraraama a-1) DKiato ait itewo- 
nm 12-0) Tamafasu# (1-1): Musoyanu u-1) 

Terao (0-2t (wtnohM fl-U Unart* (0-2 ); Kao 
(2 Oj AMnosiwra (l-D: wuenofiana (2-0) 
Tosanoom (0-2); Musewmaru 0-0) TManM 
(1-H: Takanonami (2-0) Asattywaks (0-21: 
Takanotiara (2-01 Kounocau iO-2t lMu0Etno 
ll-U AkOOOno U-l). 


Tennis 

Britain's John Uoyd and Andrew Gomez 
have reached the final of the Corel 
Champions Over-35's tournament in 
Rockville, Maryland. Lloyd upset Johann 
Kriek, the No 4 seed. 6-2. 7-6 and 
Gomez; seeded second, defeated Brom 
Borg 4-6. 6-4. 7-6. 

ITALIAN OPEN MEN’S TOURNAMENT (Rene) 
SJnjptn. flrct round I Maim <USi h h huem 
(Steak) 6-1 6-3; G han«mc (Croai bt G 
Rtserfeia (G8> 7-6 6-3, C Mop (Spl N 1 Arrese 
(Sp) 6-2 4-6 6-3: A Costa (5pi bt H Cartsun ,Oaii 
6-1 6-7 6-J; M VMBangiMi ,U5l M G Poo ihl 
6-4 6-3. S Etfrrfi ISael M J Siemonnk IHethl 
63B-4: B Iteacfi iCr Rcpi tt S Mteatea (Irani 
6-4 6-2. 

ROVER SENS MASTERS (Cardrf) HrM mM 
R Barter iFij m P H*k) iGBi 7-6 6-0; p 
McKchcuus (Grl bt S Bmlemtann (Gen 6-12 6 
6-3; T Somhs IGBi » R Mamon iGBl w 2-0 
lec R Trei (Aiiu K P Pan HS Rrp) fr4 6-3: g 
S teenfcamp (SAj m D Sanders (GBI 1-6 6-4 6-1. 
t£ADMB SOTS RAMONGS: IP SbfflpitE (US- 
4A5BPIS 2 T Muster lAul) 4H1S: 3 A AffiSi 
(US) 3^30: 4 M Chens (US) 3*15: S B each- 
w iGen 3:490: s G hanwwc (ttco) 3D12; 7 
VKtente |Ruu 2.-S66; 8 J Counfir fUSl 2aat 
9 T Erqrtt (Swn 2081 10 M Rob (Oatei is 74 


1 2 PMadMtfm 1 (M2) 
fffcrldB tatf ben-af-suen series 3-2). Wnrarn 
Couferane*: St la* 3 OetrM 2 iSr Ina lean 
oesr-or-sawn mfcs 3-3}. 

Sport on television 

BBC leterfslon has increased its sports 
budget to a record £125 million from 
last yfflrt£90m. The atfra funds have 
enacted Jonathan Martin, head of 
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Bates claims Gullit will not be hurt by Harding row 


Football 


TREVOR HAYLETT 

On his first day as the new 
Chelsea player-manager, Ruud 
Gullit experienced some of the 
problems which made it easy for 
his predecessor to depart, when 
Ken Bates decided to tear up the 
agreement that would have seen 
Matthew Harding eventually 
take over from him as chairman. 


With Glenn Hoddle. a dose 
ally of Harding, having moved on 
to coach England, Bates has 
sought to reassert his authority 
at Stamford Bridge. Harding 
remains a director but by termi- 
nating the deal thrashed out in 
March and designed to put a stop 
to the boardroom rancour which 
saw Harding banned from the di- 
rectors box, Chelsea how turned 
away the £10m he had agreed to 
provide for new players. 


However Bates says Gullit 
will not be compromised in the 
transfer market “We have al- 
ready made arrangements else- 
where to ensure the manager is 
not disadvantaged in his play- 
er negotiations,” Bates said. 
“He is already looking at a cou- 
ple of Continental players which 
will not be affected by the 
change in arrangements,” 
They are the Juventus goal- 
scorer Gtanluca VialU and Bay- 


era Munich’s Jurgen Klins- 
mann and it was Harding's vis- 
it to Germany last week to talk 
with Klinsmann which further 
fuelled Bates's anger towards his 
rival Part of the agreement, 
which had remained unsigned, 
was for Harding to become 
vice-chairman, and also head a 
committee dealing in the dub’s 
playing affairs. Bates said it was 
incompatible with that respon- 
sibility to be discussing transfers 


without the knowledge of oth 
er board members. 

Gullit remained nonplussed 


- 


club and leases 


lone enough and then: is ik> ho* 

said. “Th 

ingund if 

struggle. Helping to launch E^Sedaaale^ewtere "alwm, ^aL l^' 

BBC TV’s LiSner sports the requirements .of nei^er Matthcv.^ 

schedule he said: “I don’t km*v side could be satisfied. The a business sor and I hay? loti* ^ |jj c 

what the reason is for what has further investments tand asas- . ^^frsDasco last week, ithasentkdmlhi^ 
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by the latest twist in the power Bridge, Samto bSolnled htunnafl is 


happened and 1 don’t care. I 
have my budgets so I know what 
to spend and all Fm interested 
in is that the thing be resolved 
as quickly as possible. 


tance by Mr Harding which top 


would have flowed from that 
agreement will not proceed. ’ 
Harding wflj now convert 
£5m of unsecured loan stock to 


to learn of has to go 
new Harding demands and 
called a halt to the protracted 
negotiations. “It has dragged on 


RFU imposes 

six-month 
ban on Back 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

Though he protested to the 
end that he had mistaken his vic- 
tim 5 identity, Neil Back yes- 
terday incurred a six-month 
suspension from the Rugby 
Football Union for pushing the 
referee at the end of Leicester's 
highly charged PiUdngton Cup 
final defeat by Bath. 

The ban is not what it seems, 
since the six months include the 
close season and leaves the 27- 
year-old recent England flanker 
free to play again from 4 No- 
vember, always supposing 
Leicester are still under the aus- 
pices of the RFU at that time. 

As well as the beginning of 


□ext season. Back will have to 
miss summer benefit matches in 
aid of Max Brito, the Ivory 
Coast player paralysed during 
last year’s World Cup, and 
Philippe Sella, who is leaving 
France to play for Saracens. He 
will also be ineligible to make 
the Barbarians' tour of Japan or 
Leicester's pre-season visit to 
South Africa if it takes place. 

The real total is more like 10 
weeks, a lenient sentence for 
such a blatant breaking of one 
of rugby's taboos. Nevertheless, 
Back’s dub yesterday professed 
their disappointment at its 
“severity” and said they would 
consider an appeal after receiv- 
ing the decision of the RFU dis- 
ciplinary panel Last week Back 
agreed a contract with Leicester. 


Referee 'satisfied’ 
with punishment 


Steve Lander, the PiUdngton 
Cup final referee pushed by Neil 
Back, said he had “no person- 
al reaction" to the player’s ban. 
But he added: “I am absolute- 
ly’ satisfied that the principle of 
not laying hands on the refer- 
ee has been upheld. 

“You can feel vulnerable out 
there with such power and en- 
ergy surrounding you. It is the 
first incident of that type I 
have been involved in and, as far 
as 1 know, it is a one-off. 

“There has always been a 
good relationship between play- 
ers and referees. You can always 
talk to them afterwards and let’s 
hope that that continues. I am 
sure that it will.” 

Richard Moon, (he secretary 
of the newly formed Rugby 
Union Players’ Association, 
said: “The stated aim of Rupa 


is In maintain fair ] 

sportsmanship. There has been 
concern about the attitude of 
players on the field in the pro- 
fessional era. But amateur or 
pro, the referee’s word is law 
and nobody should put that feet 
in jeopardy. 

“Obviously the RFU felt that 
tiie game had been brought into 
disrepute and we support this at- 
tempt to uphold tiie good name 
of rugby. We must avoid at all 
costs a situation as in soccer where 
footballers feel that they can 
ping-pong the referee around. 

“We don't want to go down 
the road of the other sports 
where the officials are abused 
and jostled by players. Rugby 
players will be reminded by 
this ban that they are in the shop 
window and watched by millions 
of youngsters." 


Things have come a long 
way from the immediate post- 
match period when both the 
RFU media liaison man, Col- 
in Herridge, and referees’ offi- 
cer, Steve Griffiths, were 
frantically trying to ptey it down. 
On the contrary, the hearing 
found that Back had pushed 
Steve Lander - an incontro- 
vertible conclusion in view of the 
video evidence - and “was 
therefore guilty of conduct 
which was prejudicial to the in- 
terests of the game”. 

The incident occun-ed with- 
in minutes of the hotly disput- 
ed penalty tty for peisistent 
offences which had effectively 
handed the cup to Bath. But at 
the tune Back said that, fer from 
raking out his disappointment 
on tiie referee, be bad thought 
he was pushing Andy Robinson, 
his Bath opposite number. 

This was accepted by the pan- 
el -made up of three RFU com- 
mittee members. Bob Rogers, 
Peter Trunkfie id and the former 
England No S Bob ’Bytor-mak- 
ing it hard to know what be has 
been punished for. “The panel 
believed Neil Back was telling 
the truth in his evidence and at 
no time doubted his honesty and 
integrity," the RFU stated. 

Back has never varied in his 
account that it was only when 
Dean Richards, the Leicester 
captain, informed him in the 
Twickenham dressing-room that 
he found out what he had done. 

“I didn’t realise the game had 
ended,” he said. *1 ran into join 
the other forwards and be- 
lieved I was giving Robinson - 
offside again - a push to dear 
the way. When Dean told me I 
had pushed the referee I went 
into his room and apologised.” 

In fact Bade is shown by the 
video to have been standing 
alongside Lander when he blew 
the final whistle. 
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i id swung uaes geenn 
s punishment (9) 
lical riven a pH; that’s 
rial 17) 


ACROSS 

I Homework about Roman law 23 

is to cause hcwikfemienc (7) -5 

5 Representatives will get sup- 

port and specially made seat -o 

<7) 

9 Team responsible for The Ar- 
monies? (7) 

10 Prickly type takes British walk 
(“1 

II The old woman has some 
movement (9) 


12 Yet time for a race? (5) 

13 Chides for local taxes (5) 

15 A hast, dripping, by river 

needs st dner (4,5) 

1" Effect of injury in Leeds, 
bone broken (4-5) 

19 Could be worth having a go? 
(5) 

— Move camera to follow one 


conservative in alarm (5^ 

Wife taken by Aga? (5.4) 
Thomas bit back at 3 lottery? 

Arefigjaus leader joins one 
for particular argument Hj6) 
Name is wrong, ones suffer- 
ioc from this? (7) 

It keeps one's means of entrv 
in crucial hit of Wagner? (34) 

DOWN 

Much talk about Latin dish 

ffigh regard of some mature 
spectators (7) 

RrporittDy feline connections 

Origin of music college s un- 
known. pul up to make use of 
stone? (9) 


Try to influence by following 
big shot? (5) 

Gredcprimate's animated by 
this offensive material? (9) 
Representation stated by 50 
in foreign bateau (7) 

It migfii take 2 to make this 
symbol of power (7) 

Because so changed, become 

fin (9) . 

16 Divert in swirling tides getting 
severei 

17 Chemical 
qtauhl | 

18 Smooth chan for whom par- 
ents are giaa at the day’s end? 

20 Italian mnonw r might Bit e 
this viola playing in Rhode Is- 
land (7) 

21 One Qjes round pub, coming 

Bret (7) 

23 Drink to a play? (5) 

24 Not easily (tilled novelist (5) 

Due to a production amt. an m- 
convaaf iwkm eg Sunday's cryptic 
puzde was printed. Two dues wen 
missing 

8 ac Around Scottish Ishnd dear 
nasty fish (3.6) 

9ac Chucked female needs a 
breather (3) 

22 ac should have nod "Whok 

tarns spoilt in hoBddy naan 

<5J) 

28 ac should read (6) not (5) 

We apologise far these errors. 
Monday’s Sotntioa 
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for the train f 

it is not going to ksM! 

You have to gel another tram. 


Surrey’s Graham Thorpe is bowled by Martin McCague at The Oval, Report, page22 Photograph: David Ashdown 


Robson 
eyes third 
Brazilian 


Emerson, the £4m-rated mid- 
fielder. will today become Mid- 
dlesbrough's third Brazilian 
after being tempted to leave the 
Portuguese champions, Rwto, 
to join Juninho and Branco on 
Teesside. 

Robson stunned football 
when he signed Juninho for 
£4.75m from Sao Paulo at the 
start of last season. Branco ar- 
rived in February as a free 
agent and eventually jor *ed W 
emb in an 18-month deal after 
protracted contract and work- 
permit negotiations. Neither 
player has shown the form 
which took, them into tiie Brazil- 
ian team, but that has not de- 
terred Robson from bringing in 
another highly skilled South 
American. 

Ian Holloway, the Queen s 
Park Rangers midfielder, yes- 
terday returned to Bristol 
Rovers as their player-manag- 
er on a three-year contract. 
The 33-year-old Bristolian suc- 
ceeded John Ward, who parted 
company with the Second Di- 
vision club last week. 

The goalkeeper Bobby 
Minims has been released by 
Blackburn at his own request. 
The 32-year-old, a jong-tiroe un- 
derstudy to England’s Tim 
Flowers, played only two first- 
team matches last season after 
moving to Ewood Park from 
Tottenham for £250,000 in 1 990. 

The Wiles manager. Bo Wry 
Gould, yesterday named the 
Chelsea striker Mark Hughes in 
his squad for the opening World 
Cup qualifier against San Mari- 
no m the mountain-top state on 
June 2. But there was no place 
for the Wimbledon imdfiddjr:; 
Vinnie Jones in the squad of T5L 

Ryan Giggs, of Double win- 
ners Manchester United, and 
Dean Saunders, of Galatasaxy. 
who like Hughes both missed 
last month’s friendly defeat in 
Switzerland, were also included. 

WALES SQUAD (v Son Marino, WoiW Clip 
q aa W tei. 2 Jana): Southall lEvettom. 
Coyne fTranmot), Marriott (Wrexham). 
Bowen ((tauten), rniemiui (EHacMximi, 
JanMontHulbeisfiBklJ.MaMlol&wlonancl). 
Symons (Man City). Browning (Bristol 
Rovers), Ooaa (Norwich), Homo (Exerton. 
capo. HufMs (Ctateea), Logg fBmSn^ami, 
PoinMdge (Staff Wad). RoM n oon (Ctran- 
«on]. Savage (Crewel. (UBS* (Man UidV 
Saondere (Gatnasaray), Taylor (Start Utd). 
Stand-by players: Want (Notts County). 
Evans (Watsslt). PMHpa [Wrexham- page 
(Watford), Coniform (Birmingham). Darios 
(Man Utd). L Jams (Uverpaoi). 


Symonds hints at England 




DEREK HODGSON 
reports from Bristol 
India 406 & 144-6 dec 
Gloucestershire 251-4 dec & 
158-8 

Match drawn 


An hour after Gloucestershire 
had announced that a statement 
on Andrew Symonds’ future - 
is be English or is he Australian? 
-would come at the end of the 
season, the player dropped the 
broadest hint that he sees any 
Ibst future with England. 

Symonds has refused to speak 
to the English media, but m an 
interview with an Indian jour- 
nalist, Joseph Hoover of the 
Deccan Herald of Bangalore, he 
said; “I’d like to play Test 
cricket, but first I want to play 
to the best of my ability ana es- 
tablish myself at first dass. Then 
if they [England] give me a 
To be bapen 


break. I’d be happy to play." 


Symonds did not advance his 
Test future greatly yesterday, 
adding 28 in the second inning s 
after his 120 not out in the first, 
as both sides declared in an 
effort to win. Mark ADeyne, cap- 
tain in the absence of Courtney 
Walsh and Jack Russell de- 
clared overnight, 155 behind. 

The pitch showed signs of 
wear on a crisp morning, and 
India had lost both openers for 
22 by the seventh over. Sanran 

Gang^wasnxn^ciraimspeci 
at one end while the pursuit 
continued at the other. When 
Dickie Davis appeared, he won 
some turn and took a fine 
return catch to dismiss Mo- 
hammad AyhaniriHrn Tni gfrt 
have had more wickets had 
fielders been able to hang on to 
two difficult chances. 

Gloucestershire looked vig- 
orous and alert in the field, but 
once committed to the chase, 
300 to win in a minimum of 60 
overs, were less certain. Against 
Javagal Srinath and Bapu Pra- 


sad, both seaming the new bafl, 
any hopes of a chase were lost 
in tiie clatter of felling stumps. 

Rob Dawson was caught be- 
hind off Prasad’s first ball; 
Monte Lynch lost his-off stump 
to Srinath before Hewson suf- 
fered a similar fete at the other 
end: 6 for 3 in four overs. That 
brought in Symonds to join Tim 
Hancock and, for perhaps two 
overs, the county looked to be 
still hunting. But at 63, India’s 
relief seamer Ganguly won ex- 
tra bounce and Symonds, half 
forward, was hit on tiie thigh 
Up went Ray Julian's finger and 
off wandered Symonds. 

Five overs later, Hancock 
tried and failed to lift the slow 
left-anner Sagi Raju over long 
off and the question then be- 
came; “Could India win ?” 
Davis and Jon Lewis hung on 
for 20 overs before Lewis, 22 not 
out, took India into the 66th 
over and the draw. 

More reports. Scoreboard, 
page 22 


Ghana accuse LTA of 'racism’ 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

The Lawn Tennis Association 
has foiled in its attempt to buy 
home advantage from Ghana 
for Britain's second round 
Davis Cup tie the weekend af- 
ter Wimbledon, amid rumblings 
of "racist undertones". 

Rejecting the LTA’s ap- 
proach, which was made after 
David IJqyd, the British captain, 
had expressed concern about 
the health of his players, the 
Ghantan Tennis Federation said 
it wanted, “to give our fens the 
chance to see the match". 

Accra’s state-owned Daily 
Graphic took a stronger fine. 


“Certainly the racist under- 
tones in the request by the 
British Davis Cup team can 
hardly be missed," the news- 
paper said, “and it is sad to re- 
sect that such effusions should 
come from the country that dis- 
regarded the threat of illness to 
colonise Ghana, then called 
the Gold Coast 
“In a way, however, we un- 
derstand the fear of the British 
Davis Cup team, coming from 
a country now afflicted by tiie 
mad cow disease. They know 
Ghana is one of the countries 
which imports British beef and 
are, therefore, likely to be 
served British beef while they 
are in Accra,” 

The OA, with the permission 


of the foternationaL Tennis Fed- 
eration, had offered to 


around £25,000 -if they would 
agree to switch the Eukv African 

Zone Group Two tie. 

Lloyd said yesterday, “If the 
match had been in Honolulu I 
would have done exactly the 
same, because it’s an impossi- 
ble schedule. We thought it 
might be mutually beneficial. 

“It happens in football and 
it’s happened in tennis before. 
I thought it would have been a 
great opportunity for the peo- 
ple of Ghana to see the last few 
days of Wimbledon. But if they 
don't want to do it, then, of 
coarse, it's up to them. 

Italian Open, page 23 
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